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1. Objectives of the TPTWG

The main objective of the Transportation Working group activities is to achieve liberalization of APEC Transport systems in order to foster economic development in the Asia-Pacific region. The consistent efforts are focused on facilitation of domestic policy regulations and security of transport activities, including building capacity of all stakeholders in their ability to reach the eventual goal of free trade in the APEC region.

2. Activities related to TILF 

The Group undertakes work with the aim to implement the Shanghai Accord and the Trade Facilitation Action Plan in the following priority areas:

· Liberalisation of international air services;

· Promotion of  the uptake of electronic commerce in transport;

· Liberalisation of maritime transport;

· Improvement in the efficiency of port operations; and

· Harmonisation of motor vehicle regulations.

3. TILF Deliverables 2003

In 2003 TPTWG activity was focused on the following TILF Deliverables which  reflect the   main APEC theme for this year “A World of Difference: Partnership for the Future” and all traditional components of APEC objectives, namely, the liberalization and facilitation of trade and investment, and economic and technical cooperation:

· The Group is undertaking the Implementation of  “Non-Tariff  Measures in the Transport Sector” project to identify non-tariff barriers in the trade of transport services and to develop a “best practice model” which can serve as a guide to the elimination or reduction of any barrier;

· In the framework of the Maritime transport liberalization, Group members are discussing and deepening their understanding on the issues related to the Facilitation of the International Shipping. To improve the capacity and efficiency of the ports in the APEC region, the Port Experts Group (PEG) has developed an APEC port database that is now in operation and vigorously utilised by relevant personnel of governments and port authorities. 

· The Air Services Group (ASG) is continuing the Annual Survey on the Implementation of the Eight Steps for More Competitive Air Services. Ten responses for the latest survey were received in 2003.  The results of the survey were forwarded to ASG members on 31 March 2003. 

· The Electronic Commerce Group is continuing to promote the outcomes of the Electronic Port Manifest Project and information related to progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative on the TPT-WG Electronic Commerce Group’s home page. In the project area, the group has completed the Electronic Certification trial for the Paperless Trading Demonstration project, and has recently commenced a project to develop an Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Group 

 Pathfinder Initiatives  

The Air Services Group noted suggestion of the Lead Shepherd that eight options for more competitive air services could become a possible pathfinder initiative and he undertook to explore the possibility of developing pathfinder initiative at the TPTWG22.

In the framework of the Road Transport Harmonization Project participants identified the need to study the potential for pathfinder project to assist developing APEC economies to facilitate trade whilst in the process of preparing advanced regulatory and certification systems.

The TPT-WG is undertaking the APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project which is investigating transmission of the electronic health certificate. This activity is related to the E-Cert Pathfinder. 

The TPT-WG continues to explore potential pathfinder initiatives such as e-Commerce standards in the transportation system.

 Counter terrorism

Taking into account the importance to counter terrorism and at the same time to promote further improvements in the area of goods, services and people movement, the Group has  undertaken the following activities this year:

· Implementation of “Enhancing Secure Trade and Efficiency in the APEC Region with Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and e-Commerce Technologies ("the APEC Secure Trade Project") which aimed at enhancing Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) by accelerating deployment of effective technologies and using the security improvements to enhance the efficiency of supply chain and trade activities.
· Universal Security Audit Program (USAP). This workshop is to ensure the increased compliance with internationally accepted standards of aviation security in the Asia-Pacific region, by preparing  APEC economies to participate in the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Universal Security Audit Program (USAP) audits via a training seminar. 
· Members of the Committee are involved in the discussions on Intermodal Supply-Chain Security, enhancing security throughout international and domestic supply-chains in the APEC region while facilitating the efficient cross-border movement of legitimate commerce.

· An APEC High Level Meeting on Maritime Security Cooperation will be held in Manila, the Philippines on 8-9 September 2003. The meeting aims to gather senior officials from APEC Economies and other concerned stakeholders who are directly involved in maritime security issues and concerns.  It will allow participants to gain deeper understanding of maritime security and facilitate open discussion in order to identify areas of cooperation in this area in the APEC region. It is expected that the APEC will forge an APEC-wide framework for cooperation on maritime security.

