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23rd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Beijing

Peoples’ Republic of China

19-23 April 2004

STEERING COMMITTEE: MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE) 

ELECTRONIC COMMERCE GROUP 

FINAL REPORT

1. Representatives from the following APEC economies and observers attended the meeting of the electronic commerce group at TPT-WG23, 20 April, 2004: Australia; Canada; China; Korea; Chinese Taipei, Japan, Indonesia, and the United States of America.

2. Professor Jess Browning and Ms Christine Dacey of the United States and Australia respectively opened the meeting and welcomed all present and thanked them for their attendance.  

3. Professor Browning and Ms Dacey introduced the agenda for the meeting and explained that discussions would deal with items left over from the previous TPTWG 22 meeting, reporting on existing projects and a discussion, to be jointly lead by the co-Chairs, about the future work mission of the e-commerce group, and in particular endorsement of a proposal that its work be absorbed into the ITF and ITS expert groups. 

Discussion of the EC groups for action areas

4. Several items remaining from the preceding e-commerce group were dealt with as the first order of business.  That is, apart from an update received out of session from Indonesia, no further action be taken with regard to economies providing Australia with information about paperless trading initiatives.  Also that no further action be taken on a proposal to re-offer the project “Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport”, nor on economies, addressing out of session, the possible development of a new project proposal to examine progress in implementing the paperless trading goals of 2005/2010.  Australia then briefly updated economies on a paper recommending acceptance of the project recommendations for “APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration – Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT (Electronic Sanitary Certificate) message.

5. Recommendation: No further action required on any of these items.

Discussion of current projects 

6. Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups and Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing projects.  Australia provided progress reports on the activities of these two projects. Australia reported that the Electronic Intra port Community Discussion Groups project was progressing well and in accordance with timelines. Australia also report that the Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing project had not been completed on time and that further work was required to get the draft final report up to standard.  Economies were encouraged to provide any comments on the draft final report to Australia (Peter.Siripol@dotars.gov.au) by 7 May to enable Australia to work with the consultant to reach the revised project submission deadline of 30 June 2004.

7. Recommendation: The EC group noted the progress of the two projects: Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups and : Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing.  Members were asked to provide any comments to Australia on the draft final report by 7 May. Australia agreed to provide electronic copies of the presentations to interested economies.

Discussion of Secure Trade projects 

8. Mike Wolfe, on behalf of the United States, gave a short presentation on progress beyond Phase 1 of Secure Trade in the APEV Region (STAR). This was a short summary of the issues ahead of the half day STAR workshop scheduled for Wednesday 21 April.

Future management arrangements

9. The co-Chairs of the meeting raised with members the issue of the future work mission of the e-commerce group, and in particular advocated a proposal that its work be absorbed into the ITF and ITS expert groups.  Australia led the discussion, noting that this was the most efficient outcome possible for the group and that given the current work program and lack of new projects coming up it was an appropriate time to wind up the EC group. The United States endorsed this view and supported the Australian position.  The views of members were sought on the proposal.  Members did not express any views on the proposal and general agreement was taken to have been reached.  Other observers were then asked for their views and United States participants the ITS working group read a prepared statement endorsing the general principle for the cessation of the e-commerce group provided its work was absorbed into the ITS or ITF working groups as appropriate.

10. Recommendation: The Chairs of the ITF and E-commerce expert working groups, in consultation with the Chair of the ITS working group, determined that the E-commerce expert working group would cease to operate as a separate working group, but that its ongoing work would be absorbed into the ITS/ITF groups as appropriate. After discussion and agreement between members of all three expert groups, it was also noted that the ITF, ITS and other groups will work together in the future on intermodal issues of mutual interest with particular emphasis on secure and efficient transportation issues and projects. 
Input to Joint Ministerial Statement

11. Reflecting the above decision, no specific e-commerce input to the joint Ministerial Statement was drafted.  However, reference to the new arrangements for the handling of e-commerce elements has been suggested for incorporation in the following way under the heading of New Technology which is proposed for the statement.

“To accomplish our goals we will pursue the development and use of new technologies to facilitate trade and improve safety and security.  

The APEC Transportation Ministers support the work of the ITS Experts Group to promote the development and deployment of integrated and interoperable Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) in the APEC Region. The Ministers particularly applaud and support the continued efforts of the Group to help establish international ITS standards. These efforts will ultimately lead to the deployment of lower cost and more effective ITS technologies amongst the APEC economies, resulting in more efficient, effective, and safer transportation system operations.

The Ministers instruct the efforts of the ITS Experts Group and the Intermodal Task Force, both of which now incorporate the work of the finalised e-Commerce group, to conduct a demonstration and evaluation project that enhances secure trade and efficiency in the APEC Region using ITS and appropriate e-Commerce technologies.

Conclusion

12. Australia and the United States thanked all participants for their participation in the discussion and contribution to the work of the meeting.  








