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Proposal for future work on the Volume III of the project.

I Background

At the 19th TPT/WG meeting (March 2001) Australia, as the project overseer, tabled the report and gave a general presentation on the report.

At the meeting it was decided that the first two volumes of the report would be published on the TPT/WG web-site and discussed at the subsequent two Maritime Initiative meetings.  The third volume would remain as a working paper to be discussed once the first two volumes had been discussed.

At the closure of the 21st TPT/WG volumes one and two will have been discussed and members will have been able to express their views of the ten areas covered, ranging from government ownership of shipping to ownership, management and operation of port facilities.

II Consideration of Volume 3

Consequently, before this meeting of the Maritime Initiative will be the decision how to progress the remainder of the Facilitation of International Shipping Project.

With a view to:

· maintaining momentum of the discussion on maritime transport liberalisation as per the report and

· facilitating the WTO/GATS negotiations on maritime transport services

Australia proposes that the Volume 3 be considered in two steps:

1. Discussion of Policy Item 1: General Framework on Maritime Policy at the next meeting of the Maritime Initiative.  Members would be invited to express their views intersessionally in papers submitted to the Chair or at the meeting.

Agreement on a general framework would provide the basis for the second step;

2. Discussion of the Policy Items 2 –10.  These discussions may need to be spread over two sessions of the Maritime Initiative. The order in which these policy items would be considered, would be subject to discussion at the 22nd meeting.

III Draft schedule:

	Meeting 
	Issue
	Purpose

	Autumn 2002
	Way forward on Vol 3
	Agreement on 2 step plan

	Spring 2003
	Shipping Policy Framework (SPF).
	Adoption of SPF



	Autumn 2003
	Consideration of first group of policy issues. 


	Consensus on the first group of policy issues

	Spring 2004 
	Consideration of second group of policy issues.
	Consensus on the second group of policy issues

	Autumn 2004
	Finalisation of Common Principles. 
	Adoption of Common Principles




IV Other issues

The report suggests that in order to facilitate the discussion of Policy Item 2 and Policy Item 10 two further projects could be considered:

· Study on harmonization of liner shipping regulation. 

· Study on support and promotion measures.

The studies would be conducted as desk studies drawing from reports available nationally and from other multilateral organizations (eg WB, ESCAP, OECD).  Funding for the projects would be sought from the APEC funds.

V Conclusion

The proposed steps and additional studies would assist the Maritime Initiative in developing an active agenda on international shipping and maritime liberalization for the future, while supporting the negotiations on maritime transport services in the WTO/GATS. 
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