TPT/23

Beijing, China

19 – 23 April 2004

Economy Report – New Zealand

Transport Sector Review

The Government is currently undertaking a review of the government transport sector. 2
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The scope of the review comprises the Ministry of Transport and the six transport Crown entities
.

The purpose of the review is to:

• consider whether the government transport sector is best arranged and has the capability to implement the New Zealand Transport Strategy and to carry out its other requirements and obligations;

• consider ways to enhance the performance of

the sector; and

• propose any necessary changes. Amendment Bill 2004 3
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The review team will be providing the Ministers of State Services and Transport with a draft report in April 2004.

Review of Transport Accident and Incident Investigation

The Ministry of Transport has been undertaking a review of transport accident and incident investigation. This review is now being considered in the context of the government’s transport sector review. 

A summary paper was presented to stakeholders for comment in December 2003. The paper outlined the Ministry’s thoughts on the accident and incident investigation regime in the aviation, maritime, rail and road sectors. The Ministry will be providing the comments, views and feedback of stakeholders to the broader transport sector review team for its consideration.

Railways Bill 2003

The Railways Bill, which aims to improve the safety regime for all rail operators, is due to be reported back to Parliament in May.

The Bill recognises the recent changes in the rail industry, in particular the proposed separation between rail operators and track management of the main network. The Bill also addresses identified gaps in the current safety framework.

The Transport and Industrial Relations Select Committee of Parliament is currently considering the Bill.

Civil Aviation Amendment Act 2004

The Civil Aviation Amendment Act was passed by Parliament in March 2004.

The Bill will enable New Zealand to implement mutual recognition obligations with Australia, in line with earlier commitments to develop a Single Aviation Market between the two countries. When similar legislation is passed in Australia, it will enable airlines of either country to operate in the other under their ‘home’ air operators certificate and under ‘home’ safety authority oversight.

It also introduces a measure to improve aircraft security and the safety of passengers and crews, by extending the ability of airlines and enforcement agencies to deal with unruly passengers. This takes effect from 1 June 2004.

Maritime Security Act 2004

The Maritime Security Act was passed by Parliament in April 2004.

The Act establishes a maritime security framework that will reduce the risk of security incidents involving ships and ports that serve New Zealand’s international trade.

To meet its international treaty obligations, New Zealand, as a contracting party to the SOLAS Convention  (International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974), is required to enact legislation to put the new maritime security framework in place by 1 July 2004 when the new regime will enter into force internationally.

� Civil Aviation Authority (includes the Aviation Security Service), Land Transport Safety Authority, Maritime Safety Authority, Transport Accident Investigation Commission, Transfund New Zealand and Transit New Zealand.





