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	ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION

TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP



11 April 2004

Dear Colleagues,

Transport and General references in Ministers' and Leaders' statements from Bangkok and 2004 SOM I Meeting
Further to my circulars I have the honour to forward herewith extractions from the Statement and Declaration of the Bangkok APEC Ministerial and the Leaders Meetings. There are specific and general (for all APEC fora) related to transport references in both documents, as follows:

Ministerial meeting:
1. Identify further security measures and capacity building programmes that would both facilitate and secure trade (15th AMM) 

Comment: TPTWG members should take into account instructions of AELM and AMM meetings and STAR II Conference

2. Consider recommendations from the Symposium “Toward a Cross-Border Paperless Trading Environment - Actions for Trade Facilitation and the Roadmap for Establishing an APEC Cross-Border Paperless Trading Environment” in the context of APEC’s 2005/2010 paperless trading goals (15th AMM) (attached)
3. Work together in an effective partnership not only among economies but also together with other stakeholders and actors such as civil society, the business sector, and academia (11th AELM, 15th AMM) 
Comment: we have to consider further increasing of business community into the TPTWG activity, including invitation of ABAC representatives to attend our meetings.
4. Member economies and APEC fora are to continue to engage IFIs in the ECOTECH and capacity building work of APEC and to develop relationships with other suitable organisations and the business sector (15th AMM) 

Comment; TPTWG has to think how to engage IFI into the work plans of TPTWG through close cooperation with ECOTECH Committee.
5. Complete preparations for mid-term stocktake on overall progress towards meeting the Bogor Goals (15th AMM)
Comment: TPTWG may consider contributing into this process through providing by 2005 its own report of achievements.  
Leaders' meeting:

1. Work with ABAC to implement the Shanghai Accord and Los Cabos directives to facilitate business activity in the APEC region, including the reduction of transaction costs by 5% by 2006 (11th AELM)
Comment: TPTWG members may wish to use the completed Non tariff measures in Transport completed recently by Australia. 

2. Implement general and area-specific transparency standards through the  Transparency by 2005 Strategy (11th AELM, 15th AMM) 

Comment: we have to consider how we could contribute into transparency area
SOM I Meeting

SOM I Meeting in Santiago encouraged relevant APEC fora to actively participate in the thematic cross-analysis of the Counter Terrorism Action Plans. The analysis will involve a reassessment of the Counter Terrorist Action Plans by relevant APEC fora using a template developed by Canada. APEC fora with responsibilities for the elements of the action plan have been asked to meet at their earliest opportunity to examine the CTAP, in order to identify specific regional counter terrorism needs.
Best regards

Kevin Sample

Lead Shepherd

TPTWG

