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JOINT STATEMENT

For the forth time, APEC Ministers responsible for Transportation met to exchange views and to consider options for continued progress toward ensuring the highest possible standards of efficiency, safety, security and environmental efficiency for our transportation systems, as well as toward achieving the goals set out by our Economic Leaders’ Declaration at Bogor, of free and open trade and investment in Asia-Pacific by 2010 for developed economies and 2020 for developing economies. 

The meeting was timely, in view of the recent directive by APEC Leaders that in addition to the economic objectives tall APEC Fora work to ensure the security of the peoples of the APEC Region.  We the Ministers of Transportation of the APEC Region acknowledge the importance of a safe and secure environment to the region’s ability to efficiently conduct free and open trade.  
We, the Ministers of APEC who desire to increase the quality of life of our people through trade, and expanding opportunity, have linked arms to secure our way of life.  We stand as one in our desire to protect our citizenry.


Since the events of September 11, 2001 the world has witnessed terrorist attacks in Indonesia, Russia, Kenya, Philippines and most recently in Spain.
The recent attack on the passenger rail system in Spain demonstrated, once again, that Economies need to be vigilant in safeguarding all modes of their transportation systems to manage the threat from those who would use them as an instrument of terror against innocent citizens.  As we did following the attacks on the US on September 11, 2001, we condemn, in the strongest terms possible, the targeting of any country’s national transportation systems to afflict terror on innocent civilians.   Accordingly, during our forth meeting in Bali, Indonesia, we paid particular attention to enhancing regional cooperation on transportation security, while at the same time considering ways and means of reducing impediments to trade and investment, including liberalizing transportation services, economic and technical cooperation, and human capacity building.


At this, and previous meetings (first in Washington in 1995, then in Victoria, Canada in 1997, then again in Lima, Peru in 2002), we have benefited from an open dialogue with the leaders of the region’s transportation industry.  We appreciate the interest of those public and private sector industry representatives who joined with us in Bali.  We acknowledge the continued importance of industry in all efforts to improve transportation in the region and call upon industry and our officials to continue to work together to reach the desired and synergistic goals of economic development and prosperity and a secure transportation system and continued for all member economies.  In addition, we direct the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT) to establish a formal relationship with the World Bank, the Asia Development Bank and other development institutions to assist economies in making improvements in their transportation infrastructure. 

We note the report of the activities of the Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) and express our satisfaction with the work that it has accomplished since our meeting in 2002.  The TPT-WG is the instrument by which both APEC Leaders’ and Ministers’ goals and directions in the transport field are implemented collectively.  

     OUR PRIORIOTIES FOR THE FUTURE

In each annual statement since 1993, APEC Leaders have placed their principal emphasis on the voluntary achievement of comprehensive free and open trade and investment in Asia-Pacific, by various means including the removal of barriers and discriminatory treatment, promoting competition, and regulatory reform.  We therefore reaffirm that the principal focus of cooperation in APEC is trade liberalization, and establishing a safe and secure transportation system to foster that trade.  We accord an equally high priority to ensuring a safe, efficient, integrated and environmentally sustainable transportation system for the Region, and that the capacity constraints of our transportation systems be dealt with as a high priority so our people, goods and services can move safely and freely, and work effectively throughout the economies.  

 Accordingly, we state our priorities for all modes of transportation as being:

· Implementation of the Bogor goals on free and open trade and investment;

· Improving regional safety;

· Implementing the goals of the STAR Initiative;

· Support of the WTO, 

· Improving human capacity development; and 

· Environment sustainability,

· Developing new technologies to facilitate the safe and

secure movement of people and goods.


NEW TECHNOLOGIES

To accomplish our goals we will pursue the development and use of new technologies to facilitate trade and improve safety and security.  

The APEC Transportation Ministers support the work of the ITS Experts Group to promote the development and deployment of integrated and interoperable Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) in the APEC Region. The Ministers particularly applaud and support the continued efforts of the Group to help establish international ITS standards. These efforts will ultimately lead to the deployment of lower cost and more effective ITS technologies amongst the APEC economies, resulting in more efficient, effective, and safer transportation system operations.

The Ministers instruct the efforts of the ITS Experts Group, the Intermodal Task Force and the eCommerce group to conduct a demonstration and evaluation project that enhances secure trade and efficiency in the APEC Region using ITS and eCommerce technologies.

We the Ministers of Transport call upon all economies to implement new technologies and new measures to provide accessible transportation to the mobility disabled to our transportation system.  Therefore, we announce our intent to explore all options in giving equal access to transportation, and we commit ourselves to developing a standard that can be useful to member economies.   


ADVANCING BOGOR GOALS OF FREE AND OPEN TRADE IN APEC 

We welcome economies’ continuing progress in liberalizing air services as has been achieved on a voluntary basis through bilateral and/or plurilateral approaches.  We encourage the TPT to continue expanding the liberalization process under the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services With Fair and Equal Opportunity and to examine, where appropriate, transitional and sectorial approaches to more open competitive bilateral and multilateral regimes.   We direct the group to accelerate its work to meet the goals of the APEC Leaders, and report to the Ministers on an annual basis the status of the work.

We are directing the TPT to focus its attention on liberalizing all modes of transportation services. While not limiting the ability of the Transportation Working Group to use its initiative in the future, we direct the TPT to develop a roadmap for reaching the Bogor goals in all modes of transportation over the next 12 months
We acknowledge the ongoing discussions of the Transportation Working Group under the Maritime Initiative and, in particular, we ask for further discussions and subsequent results on the liberalization of services. These discussions may include the following:

· Explore maritime transportation solutions to alleviate road congestion and landside bottlenecks within APEC economies.

· Identify port capacity constraints affecting the flow of international commerce.

· Identify environmental issues facing the maritime industry, such as emissions and ship scrapping.

· Monitor the development and implementation of cargo and passenger security measures to ensure the free flow of maritime commerce within the APEC region.

· Explore ways that the Maritime Transportation Initiative can contribute to expanding the capacity and efficiency of the APEC freight and passenger transportation system. 

We commit ourselves to harmonizing regulations in road transport to facilitate improved safety and improved economic benefits for member economies.  We direct the TPT to cooperate with UN/ECE Working Party WP29, the world forum for the harmonization of vehicle regulations, to facilitate this result. 

We take note of the need to facilitate trade in the APEC region and thus we encourage economies to take actions to implement efficient and competitive border crossings and border processes, making use of successful experiences from other member economies.    

ENSURING THE SAFETY OF THE TRAVELING PUBLIC 

We commend the efforts of the working group and its consistent emphasis on the importance of safety as an integral component of all APEC goals.  We note the progress of their work in the promotion of safety in all areas of transportation development.  The importance of their efforts in congestion mitigation designed to promote safety and greater efficiency in road use as well as the adoption of standards and specifications cannot be understated.  We endorse the importance of continuing the integration of safety concerns as part of the ongoing theme of promoting seamless transportation as a key to economic development and continued prosperity in the APEC region. 

We endorse the development of the road safety technical assistance initiative that will assist economies in collecting data and developing new policies to combat road safety hazards.  We direct the TPT to implement the road safety initiative in an expedited manner

We are committed to working with other countries, economies and international organizations for the implementation of seamless satellite navigation and positioning system that transcends national boundaries and improves aviation safety and efficiency worldwide.  

We agree to continue collective support for the World Radiocommunications Conference, the retention of the current frequency spectrum for the exclusive use of aeronautical radionavigation and radionavigation-satellite services, ensuring safe and sustainable transport complying with international safety standards.   We recognize and commend the efforts of the International Civil Aviation Organization and the international aviation community to encourage the implementation of Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) to promote aviation safety and efficiency. 

We also endorse the continuation and development of that work especially the implementation of GNSS for all transportation modes and its use by other industries.

Transportation and Security

We are in accordance with the Leader’s Statement on Counter-Terrorism, and fully support the actions and initiatives being taken by the International Civil Aviation Organization and the International Maritime Organization in aviation and maritime security and resolve to take all necessary measures to implement the STAR goals on aviation and maritime security.  The secure travel of our citizens is a clear priority, and we direct the following actions: 

· Direct APEC economies to accelerate their implementation of ISPS codes to meet the ISPS goals, and announce our intent to develop a maritime security audit program.  This program will aid member economies in implementing new IMO standards.

· Commend the TPT’s efforts in contributing to the assurance of increased compliance with internationally accepted standards of aviation security in the Asia-Pacific region, by preparing APEC economies to participate in the International Civil Aviation Organization’s Universal Security Audit Program audits via a training seminar;

· Encourage cooperation among APEC economies to understand the operational requirements for implementing effective 100% baggage screening for various transportation modes.  We endorse the implementation of 100% baggage screening as a means to reduce travelers’ apprehensions, through increased security, and thus increase tourism throughout the Asia-Pacific region; 

· Endorse the facilitated discussion of the analysis of the counter terrorism capacity building needs identified in the Counter Terrorism Action Plans of APEC economies;

BUILDING CAPACITY AMONG APEC’S TRANSPORTATION WORKFORCE

Human Resources Development (Coordinator, SC-HRD to add/update priorities)

APEC Leaders and Ministers, concerned to see globalization as an opportunity for all, have endorsed ‘capacity building’ across the broad range of APEC activities, with a particular emphasis on human resources development, including skills development and technological upgrading.  We announce that we intend to institute a system of technology exchange that will allow economies to share the development of new technology through technology centers, and the APEC TPT website.   Additionally, we will institute a professional exchange program.  We expect the Group to develop projects to address specific training and education needs, and to enhance the mobility of transport professionals in the region through mutual recognition.

Leaders have also developed a framework for the integration of women in APEC.  We acknowledge the efforts of the Transportation Working Group to meet the thrust of these top-level initiatives, as well as our own prior directives.  

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

We, as APEC members, commit ourselves to working with other international fora to achieve our goals of safety and security.   Where appropriate, we will engage and assist other likeminded economies who are committed to improving  to safety and security.  The citizens of Paciifc Island Forum and the war torn nation of Afganistan could benefit from our assistance, and where appropriate, member economies agree to assist these economies through technical assistance and human capacity development.   

CLOSING REMARKS

We commend the Group for developing an operational plan and we instruct it to take into account in its future work program calls by our Leaders in the Shanghai Accord to promote sustainable development and narrow disparity by ensuring the effective implementation of various economic and technical cooperation initiatives.

We agree to meet again in  2006 and we instruct the Group to provide a bi-annual progress report on the implementation of our priorities listed in paragraph _, and a comprehensive report on progress in the implementation of the Bogor Goals. 

We, the Ministers express appreciation to the Minister of Indonesia for hosting the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting and for the warm hospitality provided.  We also thank the Chair for the efficient management of the meeting and the APEC Secretariat for its supportive work. 
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