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PRINCIPLES FOR ACTION: A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP (TPT)

The TPT-WG has a clearly defined set of priority action areas, based on the 2003 Leaders’ and 2002 Transport Ministers statements, as well as the TPT strategic direction paper.  Furthermore, since its inception the Working Group has been generally successful in achieving concrete action in response to the directives of the APEC Leaders and Transportation Ministers.  In 2004 we face new challenges, and new obstacles, as well as the coming deadline for implementing the Bogor Goals.

There has been some criticism over the direction of APEC since September 11, 2001.  A number of economies are of the opinion that too much focus has been placed on security, and not enough on trade liberalization.  The position of the TPT has been is that to accomplish free and open trade, you must have a secure environment.  

Within the APEC Transportation Working, we propose that the focus, encompassing both the goals and direction of APEC Leader’s through liberalization of transportation services, and the goals and objectives of the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) Initiative.  APEC is a trade organization and accomplishing the goals of the Bogor Declaration has to be at the top of our agenda.  As transportation professionals, we fully appreciate the importance of transportation services to trade, and will increase our efforts to liberalize services in all modes of transportation.  This will be accomplished through harmonization and facilitation efforts, trade initiatives such as the liberalization of transportation services through the Air Service Group and the Maritime Initiative, and working with other APEC fora to improve the efficiency of transportation in the region.  Additionally, APEC has been criticized for not having developed an APEC position in the WTO; we will seek to develop, where appropriate, positions that all APEC economies can support on transportation services in the WTO.

Fourth APEC Transportation Ministerial

The item on the immediate agenda for the group is the forthcoming APEC Transportation Ministerial, scheduled for July 27-29.  This will be the fourth ministerial, the first held in Washington in 1995, the second in Victoria, Canada, and the third in Lima, Peru.  The Fourth Ministerial must be dynamic and forward looking; it must encompass the goals of Bogor and aggressively lay out actions to be taken to achieve free and open trade in the APEC region.  Further, economies must consider how the implementation of new security and safety measures can facilitate trade and prosperity for all of APEC.  Finally, the focus will be on developing capacity to improve efficiency, and implementing new safety and security measures.  

The TPT will develop the agenda, the program, and draft the Ministerial Statement.  It is envisioned that the Ministerial will be a three -day event, involving a Ministers -industry symposium on the first day, followed by a Ministers only meeting, and half day for discussions on the ministerial statement, and finally a press event.  The TPT will work with Indonesia to develop a program that is flexible enough to allow for bilateral discussions, and regional meetings as needed.  We suggest the theme be “Achieving Bogor through Open and Secure Transportation” A draft program is attached.

Following is a draft outline of policy goals for the APEC Transportation Working Group in 2004.   They of course will be reflected in the development, and hopefully the results of the forthcoming APEC Transportation Ministerial.

APEC TPT 2004

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

 
· TRADE LIBERIALIZATION

1. Develop APEC Position on Transportation Services to the WTO

2. Develop Options for air and maritime liberalization 

3. Trade Facilitation (i.e. implementation of API)

4. Implementation of Automotive dialogue and Road Harmonization

· TRADE SECURITY

1. Implementation of all major components of STAR

2. Appoint a special task force on the implementation of ISPS

3. Completion of ongoing security projects.

4. Second HBS seminar.

5. Aviation Security Audit Seminar (March 31- April 2)

6. Develop policy on seafarers documentation (in concert with the CTI)

· SAFETY

1. GNSS Implementation.

2. Re-establish Aviation Safety Group

3. Inaugurate major Road Safety program

· HUMAN CAPACITY

1. Implement pilot intermodal training program ( on-going) 

2. Develop professional exchange program

3. Develop Technology Exchange Centers

4. Provide technical training for safety and security

MAJOR MEETINGS FOR 2004

· ABAC Meeting – February 4-5

· APEC SOM Meeting – Feb. 23-28

· Second APEC STAR Conference – March 5-6

· TPT 23 – Beijing, China, April 19-23, 2004

· SOM II – May 24 – June 2

· APEC Transportation Ministerial – July 27-29, Bali, Indonesia

· TPT 24 – Bangkok, Thailand, - August 2004

· APEC SOM Meeting, November 12-14, Santiago, Chile

· APEC Ministerial, November 17-18, Santiago, Chile

· APEC Leader’s Meeting, November 20-21, Santiago, Chile    

