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23RD APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

BEIJING, CHINA, 19 – 23 APRIL 2004

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PROJECT “APEC ACCREDITATION OF SEAFARER MANNING AGENCIES” TPT 04/2003

AUSTRALIA 

For  the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment - Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies)

Project Objectives and Scope

1.
The objective of the project is to develop an APEC accreditation system for seafarer manning agencies (SMA) in the Asia Pacific region.  Through research studies and surveys (questionnaires and interviews), the consultant will (i) Compile a database of SMA (ii) Develop a rating system, using appropriate assessment criteria, within the context and framework of APEC’s economic goals for the maritime industry and (iii) Finalise the development of an accreditation system for SMA.

2.
The project is applicable to all APEC economies with attention to levels of market maturity (i.e. well-developed, developed, and developing).

Background 

This project was approved by the BMC in July 2002 under the Ecotech fund.  The project was approved on 5 August 2002 and gained Ministerial endorsement in Mexico, October 2002.   A consultant was announced in March 2003 to complete the project following a recommendation by the project steering committee.  The successful bidder was ANMET (The Australasian Network of Maritime Education and Training).  The project is being conducted under the leadership of Dr Jeff Hawkins. 

Progress since the TPT-WG22 Meeting in Busan, Korea, 1-5 September 2003 

· Task 2 of the project has now been completed.  This task involved data collection and provided the general maritime community with the opportunity to participate in the project through surveys, interviews, teleconferences, individual submissions and online discussion forums.  Interviews were conducted across five APEC economies and organised into two trips.  The first trip included Indonesia and Singapore and the second trip included the Philippines, Hong Kong and China.

· Data was collected and analysed in relation to the type of accreditation system; the preferred assessment criteria; the models for development of the online database and the APEC service charter.

· Task 3 of the project is due for completion shortly.  This will include the further refinement of the seafarer manning agency database and the finalisation of the accreditation system following an industry review.  

Recommendation

· That the TPT-WG note progress of the project.
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