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The establishment of a road safety initiative is a priority for APEC Transportation Ministers, and this paper scopes an initiative for the APEC TPT to undertake to improve road safety practices among member economies.  Under the auspices of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, a pilot project aimed at improving traffic safety related data collection systems within APEC economies is proposed.  The Road Safety Experts Group will work closely with member economies, automotive industry and other interested organizations, to identify adequate funding for the project, which could serve as matching funds to existing APEC resources.  The United States as lead economy on this proposed project will take the lead in drafting the proposal, and in seeking APEC and external funding.

The collection of road safety data in Asia has been singled out by many experts as one of the most critical steps for addressing the high rates of traffic-related fatalities and injuries.  A recent study conducted under the Transportation Working Group’ Road Safety Expert group highlighted improving data collection as an important priority for APEC economies. In addition, on April 7, 2004, the World Health Organization (WHO) released its World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention.  In that report, the WHO outlined six recommendations that need to be addressed across a wide range of sectors and disciplines in order to improve the traffic safety     situation.  One important recommendation is the ability of economies to (1) assess the problem of traffic related fatalities and injuries not only in magnitude, but also in characteristics, geographic areas, cause and type of injury, net cost to society, etc.; (2) to prioritize issues; (3) monitor trends; and (3) evaluate intervention programs. 

The pilot project will be conducted in volunteer APEC economies, working in collaboration with national and local authorities and other groups responsible for collecting, maintaining and analyzing traffic related injury and fatality data.  

Goals:

(1) Evaluate the current traffic safety data collection systems of those economies, (2) develop an action plan with specific recommendations for improving the data systems, and (3) provide technical and financial assistance for implementation of the action plan.

Action steps:

(1) Identify resources (July 2004)

(2) Select a volunteer APEC economy interested in assessing and improving its data collection systems (July 2004)

(3) Send a team of data experts to that economy to make initial assessment regarding information needed to accomplish the goals, milestones and targets that could be reached within the available funds. Invite other economies to join if they are interested.  (Fall 2004)

(4) Based on the initial assessment, develop an action plan for recommended improvements (Jan 2005)

(5) Begin implementation (Spring 2005)

(6) Status report (Spring 2006—Next Ministerial)

Background

Road crashes have become a global problem resulting in over 1.17 million deaths and over 10 million persons being injured or crippled worldwide every year.  Around 75% of these deaths occur in the developing world even though the developing countries and countries in transition account for only 32% of the total motor vehicle fleet.  Asia-Pacific, in particular, has seen a dramatic increase in the number of fatalities and injuries due to road crashes.  Every year, more than 40 percent of the global fatal road crashes take place in Asia, which means that an estimated 500,000 persons get killed and between 12 and 15 million get injured every year. 

In addition to the tremendous human losses, the World Bank has estimated that road crashes cost the developing world around US$100 billion per year in economic and social costs.  Such recurring annual losses in these countries exceed the total annual development aid or loans ‑ around $60 billion per year‑‑ that they receive from the developed economies.  There is a little doubt that such losses are impeding social and economic development of these countries and, in many cases, perpetuating poverty for their populations.

In 2003, the Transportation Working Group Road Safety Expert Group conducted a study to analyze the current traffic safety situation in Asia Pacific economies.  The study is to be submitted at TPT 23 for final approval.  In that study, data collection was highlighted as an important priority.   This pilot project is not intended to build on that recommendation by studying data collection systems within volunteer APEC economies.  It is intended to complement the TPT Road Safety Study and complement its phases.  
