ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION
THE 24th TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

BANGKOK, THAILAND, 16-20 AUGUST 2004
PROGRESS REPORT OF ROAD SAFETY EXPERTS GROUP (RSEG)
1. The Road Safety Experts Group met on Tuesday, 17 August.  Chinese Taipei and the United States (U.S.) served as interim co-chairs.

2. The Economies represented were: Australia, Indonesia, the Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Philippines, the Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States, and Viet Nam.  In addition, a representative of the International Association of Traffic Safety Science (IATSS) was present.

3. After the welcoming remarks and introductions, RSEG discussed and adopted the Agenda.

4. The co-chairs summarized the outcome of the Fourth Transportation Ministerial meeting, which took place on 27-29 August, in Bali, Indonesia.  Delegates took a note of the Joint Ministerial Statement adopted by the Ministers, and discussed the need to follow up on the Ministers’ resolve to improve road traffic safety in their Economies.  The co-chair from the U.S. recalled the global efforts to improve road safety under the auspices of the United Nations, specifically the World Health Day (WHD), which was observed on 7 April 2004 in Paris.  The delegate of Thailand remarked on the need of connection of WHD with other initiatives ongoing under the auspices of other international organizations, including the World Bank and the Asia Development Bank.  

5. The delegate of Korea gave a presentation on “Engineering Approaches for Road Safety in South Korea”, which focused on the strategies to improve road safety in Korea.  The presentation included traffic safety statistics and solutions to improve some of the road infrastructure-related aspects of road safety.  The presentation was followed by a discussion on other Economies’ traffic safety situation. 

6. The delegate of Thailand continued the meeting with his presentation on Thailand’s road safety condition.  The delegate identified insufficient helmet use among motorcyclists, poor use of safety seatbelts, speeding and drunk driving as one of Thailand’s key traffic safety problems, along with an overriding, serious under-reporting of traffic fatalities and injuries.  The delegates also gave an overview of Thailand’s National Road Safety Action Plan and other strategies implemented by Thailand to improve the current situation, including the new requirement for motorcyclists to have their headlights on while driving as a measure to improve the conspicuity of motorcycles.
7. The delegate of Indonesia offered his views on the road safety condition in his Economy.

8. In the ensuing debate, delegates discussed the common challenges faced by their respective economies and highlighted the need for better exchanges of information among them to learn of each other’s experience.

9. A delegate of Thailand made remarks about the effectiveness of the Economy’s traffic safety campaigns; the Australian delegate mentioned educational kits developed for primary and secondary school curricula that could be used by other Economies.

10. After this discussion, co-chair from Chinese Taipei gave a summary on the project, which was completed in July.  Specifically, the co-chair reported that the G. Ho Engineering Consultants incorporated the comments received from Economies in the final report of the project, TPT 01/2003: Initiatives for Improving Road Transportation Safety - Phase I.  The final report was finalized on 8 July 2004, and sent to APEC Secretariat two weeks later for completion.  The final report was posted on our TPT-WG website.
11. The U.S. co-chair suggested developing a directory of organizations with road traffic safety responsibilities within APEC Economies in order to facilitate closer exchanges of information.  The suggestion was well received by other delegates.  The delegate of Australia offered providing a list of traffic safety-related organizations, which has been recently developed by ASEAN.  The U.S. co-chair offered to prepare a template for the directory by the time of the next TPT meeting.

12. A delegate of Indonesia inquired about the recommendations of the Final Report and follow-up actions planned by RSEG.  (The delegate also asked about the availability of the Final Report.  The U.S. co-chair will provide a direct link to the website with the Final Report.)    

13. In response, the co-chair from Chinese Taipei began a discussion of the new project, which was discussed and adopted during the 23rd Meeting of the TPT in April 2004 in Beijing, China.  This project, which aims at developing a traffic safety data collection and evaluation system, was discussed in greater detail by the co-chair from the U.S.     

14. The co-chair highlighted key aspects of the project, citing from the Factsheet, which was prepared for the Bali Ministerial.  Hard copies of the Factsheet were also distributed to the delegates along with copies of the Ministerial Press Release and the Ministerial Joint Statement.
15. RSEG discussed at length the project’s objectives and implementation.  The delegate of Australia pointed out to similar ongoing or completed projects  undertaken by some Economies and by non-governmental organizations, including the ASEAN, Asia Development Bank, the World Bank, the British Transportation Research Laboratory, etc.  The delegate cautioned RSEG that the new project should not interfere or duplicate these ongoing efforts.  The U.S. co-chair responded by assuring the group that before the project begins, due care will be given as to make the project as effective as possible, avoiding duplication with other projects.  The U.S. delegate also suggested that it might be useful to have an expert from the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) come to the next meeting of TPT in spring 2005 to give a presentation on the implementation of the project.  In the interim, U.S. would provide a detailed synopsis of the project.

16. In the following discussion, the RSEG delegates heard from the U.S. co-chair of expressions of interest from prospective Economies to volunteer in the project.  The delegate reported on interest expressed prior to the RSEG meeting from Viet Nam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Peru.  In this meeting, Indonesia reaffirmed its strong interest to be considered as a volunteer Economy.  The delegate from Viet Nam reported that his Economy was still exploring the possibility of participating in the project.  While representatives of Malaysia and Peru were not present to confirm their interest, two additional Economies, Korea and Thailand, expressed their interest to participate as volunteer Economies.

17. A representative from IATSS brought to the attention of the group the funding available through the Honda-Fujisawa Foundation for this and other road safety projects, and referred delegates to the website about this organization for more details.

18. As a last but critical item on the agenda was the identification of a new chair for the RSEG.  The RSEG delegates expressed their appreciation of the efforts of the outgoing RSEG Chairman, Dr. Kaikuo Chang of Chinese Taipei, and hoped that he would continue his active participation in the group.  The delegates continued by discussing the selection of a new chairperson.  At the end, a delegate of Thailand stepped forward as the new Chair of RSEG.  The group approved and thanked Thailand for taking the initiative.  In addition, the co-chairmen from Chinese Taipei and the U.S. have offered to provide support to Thailand in order to facilitate a smooth transition of this function and performance of its duties.     
Next steps and Recommendations
1. Members to note that the Final Report of the TPT 01/2003 project was published and posted on the RSEG TPT-WG website.  The direct website link will be provided to the delegates via email.
2. Members to note that the U.S. will prepare a template for a directory of organizations with road traffic safety-related responsibilities and interests.

3. Members to consider participating as volunteer economies in the new project, which aims at establishment of a traffic safety data collection and evaluation system.
4. The US will distribute a synopsis of the new project and seek an expert from the U.S. DOT to give a presentation on the implementation of the data collection project.

5. Members to note the selection of Thailand as the new Chair of RSEG, becoming effective after the 24th TPT meeting.  
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