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1.
The Satellite Navigation & Communications (SN&C) System Advisory Committee met on Monday, 16 August 2004, during the 24th meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group.  15 participants from Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chinese Taipei, Japan, the Philippines, the Russian Federations, Singapore, Thailand, the United States and International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) attended the meeting.
2.
Mr. Richard Day, the SCSE Chair opened the meeting, and advised that Mr. Masahiro Kudo (Japan) was not able to continue to serve as the SN&C Chair.  The SCSE Chair, therefore asked the meeting to elect new SN&C Chair.  The SCSE Chair also requested the meeting to review the activities of SN&C and GIT and discuss future direction of the SN&C, taking into account of the need to avoid duplication of efforts between SN&C and GIT.
3.
Mr. Dennis Beres, the GIT Chair nominated Mr. Yoshiki Imawaka, Director, International Policy Coordination, ATS Systems Planning Division, Civil Aviation Bureau of Japan to the Chair.  The nomination was seconded by Thailand.  Mr. Yoshiki Imawaka was unanimously elected SN&C Chairperson.
4.
Mr. Imawaka then presided over the meeting and presented the following agenda items for discussion.  
· Status of APEC GNSS Implementation Team (GIT) GNSS Test Bed Project

· Future agenda items on the direction of the SN&C

· Report and review of the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting
5.
Agenda items proposed were accepted. 
Status of APEC GNSS Implementation Team (GIT) GNSS Test Bed Project

6.
The GIT Chair presented the activities of GIT.  The GIT met five times since its first meeting held in January 2002 in Los Angeles, USA.  The 6th meeting of GIT is scheduled to be held in Phuket, Thailand in October 2004.  The 7th meeting will be held in Bali, Indonesia in early 2005.  Interim MITRE report on the APEC Regional Navigation Feasibility Study will be presented to the 6th GIT meeting.  The final regional navigation feasibility study will be presented during the 7th GIT meeting.
7.
The GIT Chair also informed the meeting that the United States Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) grant agreement of USD 675,000 for GNSS Test Bed was signed on 28 July, 2004 by the President of Aerothai and the Secretary of Transport of the U.S.A in Bali.  Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam will be covered by the GNSS Test Bed.  The meeting appreciated the U.S.A. for their efforts for providing funding support for the GNSS Test Bed.
8.
In replying to questions, the GIT Chair advised that GNSS Test Bed will be funded for the five economies listed above.  There are several economies that have indicated they would like to participate in the regional GNSS test bed through internal economy funding.  The GNSS Test Bed will not be connected to geo-stationary satellite.  GPS augmentation data will be generated by a master control station and transmitted by VHF datalink.
9.
ICAO encouraged implementation of GNSS in accordance with the Strategies adopted by the ICAO Asia and Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG), and expressed its support to the GIT and SN&C activities as they are assisting economies in implementation.
10.
Thailand made a presentation of GNSS Test Bed, including background, objectives, system components, roles of host economies and roles of Thailand through Aerothai.  The GNSS Test Bed will consist of Test Reference Stations (TRS), Test Master Control Station (TMS), Datalink Broadcast Unit and User Platform.  TRS, which will be installed at each participating economy, will collect GPS signals.  GPS signals will be forwarded to TMS via ground-to-ground communication links for generating GPS augmentation data.

Future agenda items on the direction of the SN&C
11.
As requested by the SESC Chair, the meeting reviewed the recent SN&C and GIT activities, and discussed how to conduct future GIT and SN&C meetings in an efficient and effective manner.

12.
The meeting noted that the GIT met intersessionally between the APEC TPT WG meetings.  The current practice is that the GIT Chair reported the GIT activities to SN&C meetings for endorsement, and the SN&C Chair reported to the SESC Chair.  While the SN&C and GIT have encouraged experts from other transport modes to participate in SN&C and GIT meetings, majority of the SN&C and GIT meetings in recent years were GNSS experts from aviation field.
13
The SN&C has tried to discuss policy issues to promote satellite navigation and communications, while the GIT mainly works for encouraging and assisting economies to implement satellite navigation.  Since majority of participants to the past SN&C meetings were the same people who attended the GIT meetings, the SN&C was not able to provide significant contributions, except endorsement of GIT activities.  The meeting felt that there would not be specific reasons for holding SN&C meetings if majority of the future SN&C meetings are attended by GNSS experts and the SN&C continues primarily endorsing the GIT activities.  The meeting was of the opinion that GIT could progress the implementation of GNSS by itself and there would be no need to seek endorsement of its activities from the SN&C.
The SN&C recommended that:

a) In order to avoid duplication of efforts, the SN&C should be suspended;

b)
The SN&C Chair should serve as a co-chair to the GIT;

c)
The GIT should review its Terms of Reference and Goals at the 6th GIT meeting; and

d)
The GIT Chair should report the GIT activities to the SESC.
Report and review of the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting
14.
The meeting noted that major development for the SN&C from the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting was an announcement of a USD 675,000 grant for a GNSS Test Bed.  An implementation plan for the GNSS Test Bed in APEC will be discussed at the next GIT meeting.  The Chair, therefore encouraged economies to participate in the 6th GIT Meeting to be held on 25-29 October 2004 in Phuket, Thailand.

GNSS Awareness Workshop
15.
Australia advised the meeting that two workshops on GNSS awareness would be held in 2005.  As soon as dates and venue for the workshop are confirmed, an invitation will be distributed.
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