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INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Transport of Thailand hosted the 24th APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT/24) Meeting in Bangkok from August 16-20 2004. The session consisted of a variety of expert meetings that included Heads of Delegation, Steering Committee Coordinators/APEC Program Director, (S/SC/PD/HODS) Meeting for three days; Expert and Sub-groups for two days, a Steering Committee Coordinators Meeting for one day and Cultural Tour for one day.  The United States as Lead Shepherd Economy chaired the Head of Delegation, Opening and Final Plenary Sessions.  In addition, there was a special symposium was held on Hold Baggage Inspection

At the TPT/24, 221 delegates from the following economies were in attendance: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile, China; Hong Kong, China, Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America (USA) and Viet Nam.  The APEC Secretariat was represented by the program director for the TPT, Mr. Sergey Shipilov.

The following guest economies/associations were also in attendance: Macao, China; the Intermodal  Multimodal Transport Association (IMTA); International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA), the Asian Development Bank and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

I. WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENTS

The Honorable Nikorn Chamnong, Deputy Minister of Transport, Thailand, delivered his Welcoming Remarks and expressed his warm welcome to all delegates. He noted the importance of the meeting as it directly follows the Fourth Meeting of APEC Transportation Ministers.  He thanked the plenary for the excellent work of the TPT-WG.  In addition he spoke briefly on the developments in transportation in Thailand.  The Honorable Minister noted that that he was pleased to have the Ministry of Transport host the TPT meeting, and wished all delegates success in their deliberations. 

Mr. Somporn Paisin, Principal Advisor on Water Transport, Ministry of Transport, Thailand, extended a warm welcome to all delegates. He spoke briefly on the significance of the meeting, and outlined the program that Thailand had prepared for the meeting.  

Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Lead Shepherd, delivered his welcoming remarks followed by the Deputy Lead Shepherd: Mr.Han Jun, (China), Steering Coordinators: Mr. Martin Dolan, (Australia) - Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure); Mr. Richard Day, (Canada) - Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems; Mr. Lamberto Pia, Esq, Philippines, as Chair- Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Research, Training and Education).  

II.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Plenary reconvened on August 16 2004, with Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Lead Shepherd, in the Chair. The Plenary adopted the remainder of the agenda.

III.
REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/STEERING COMMITTEE COORDINATORS/APEC PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND HEADS OF DELEGATION MEETING (S/SC/PD/HODS)

The Lead Shepherd informed the Plenary that the Meeting of the S/SC/PD/HODs Meeting was held for four days: April 19-22 2004. He informed the delegates of the following highlights of the meeting:

· The Lead Shepherd gave an overview of developments in APEC, including the results of the Fourth APEC Transportation Ministerial. 

· The HOD from Indonesia circulated the summary paper of the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial that was endorsed by HOD’s.  
· The Lead Shepherd noted the importance of implementing Minister’s directives in an urgent manner.  He went over all directives and requested that the HOD’s approve of the scope of proposals outlined in the paper entitled “Implementation of the Bali Joint Ministers’ statement.   The paper was discussed and endorsed by member economies.

· The paper calls for a roadmap to reaching the Bogor goals.  Brunei, Singapore and Australia volunteered to develop a paper for member’s consideration at the 24th TPT meeting.  The Lead Shepherd suggested that the TPT should also develop a road map for implementing ecotech activities and asked for member economies to assist the chair in this effort.

· The Lead Shepherd tabled the concept that all member economies volunteer to submit a trade policy review in the transport sector at the 25th TPT meeting.  The Lead Shepherd will circulate a paper on this topic in early 2005.

· The Program director, Mr. Sergey Shipilov Secretariat briefed HOD’s on a number of developments in APEC, including themes and goals for 2004.  The Chile Theme “One Community, One Future” was warmly received by member economies as transportation one of the key elements in producing an APEC community. The Program Director briefed members on the status of CT commitments and the work of the CT Task Force.   The program director reviewed the status of TPT projects, those completed, and those requesting extension at the BMC meeting. 

· HOD’s strongly endorsed the work program, and welcomed many of the new initiatives for the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial. This includes the additional funding for projects that has been provided by member economies through grants, and funding provided by the private sector.  The Lead Shepherd will strive to develop an annual budget for the TPT that exceeds two million (U.S.) dollars.
· Reform of TPT processes, including reference to previous papers (2000 and 2003) on possible reform measures.  The Deputy Lead Shepherd, chaired and working with member economies produced a paper on reforms that were endorsed by all member economies.  The reform measures will improve the efficiency of the TPT work and are a direct result of the Minister’s call for reform.  The Lead Shepherd thanked the Deputy Lead Shepherd for providing excellent leadership in this important task.  The elements of the reform paper follow: 

Recommendation 1:  In order to ensure that the work of the TPT-WG is consistent with the direction of Leaders, Ministers, and Senior Officials, the Lead Shepherd, in consultation with the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Steering Committee Coordinators, Expert Group Chairs and APEC Secretariat Program Director, should issue a paper that provides clear directions to the Steering Committees and Experts Groups no later than February of each year.  

Recommendation 2:  The Lead Shepherd, in consultation with the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Steering Committee Coordinators, Expert Group Chairs and APEC Secretariat Program Director, will provide specific instructions one month prior to each TPT-WG meeting. 

Recommendation 3:  The Opening Plenary should offer an opportunity for delegates to discuss and confirm the instructions in the Lead Shepherd’s pre-meeting paper.  During the Final Plenary, the Lead Shepherd should confirm directions for future work.

Recommendation 4:  The TPT-WG should adopt a revised schedule for meetings whereby the Shepherds/Heads of Delegation/ Steering Committee Chairs (SHC) would not meet concurrently with Experts Groups. 

Recommendation 5:  In order to maximize their expertise, avoid duplication and to make the best use of their availability: 

a) Expert Group Chairs should be encouraged to convene meetings on the margins of technical meetings of other organizations where experts will be present (e.g. IMO, ICAO and WTO meetings); and  

b) Expert Group deliberations should be facilitated using e-mail or other document discussion tools on the Internet (if all members of the group have access to such tools).

Recommendation 6:  To the extent possible, projects should be developed, if necessary approved and then implemented intersessionally, using electronic means.

Recommendation 7:  The TPT-WG should re-affirm the TPT-WG Principles for Action (as approved at TPT-WG-17, and attached as an appendix) under the direction of the Lead Shepherd, assisted by the Deputy Lead Shepherd and Steering Committee Coordinators.   

Recommendation 8:  A fundamental review of the organization, activities, and business practices of all Expert Groups and their relevance to the achievement of Leaders’ and Ministers’ directives should be launched at TPT-WG-24.   Steering Committee Coordinators should begin this process during their meeting, and report to SHC.  Based on the outcomes of this first step, action should be taken at TPT-WG-24 to disband certain Expert Groups, and consideration should be given intersessionally to restructuring other Experts Groups along sectoral or other appropriate lines, with decisions to be taken at TPT-WG-25.

Recommendation 9:   Steering Committee Coordinators should work with Expert Group Chairs to ensure that Expert Groups adhere to a strict work plan that has, as its goal, demonstrable, concrete achievements in priority areas (as described in the Lead Shepherd’s paper) within a set time period, for example: 6-12-18-24 months.

Recommendation 10:  Steering Committee Coordinators should undertake, annually or as appropriate, a review of the mandates of all of the Expert Groups in order to determine:  their future work, whether certain Groups should be dissolved, and whether the establishment of new Expert Groups (or Task Forces) is required.  Steering Committee Coordinators should then report to SHC with recommendations.

Recommendation 11:  The frequency, timing and length of TPT-WG meetings should be reviewed regularly and adjusted as required to ensure the most effective use of the time and resources of member economies and alignment with other APEC meetings.  

IV. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

1. Reports from Expert and Project Groups

The TPT-WG considered reports from each of the Expert Groups in its area of responsibility.  Full reports of the Experts Groups will be made available on the TPT-WG website.

Air Services Group – (China)
China presented a report on the meeting of the Air Services Group (ASG).  Twenty seven delegates from thirteen economies attended the ASG meeting on 17 August 2004. Consistent with the Bogor Declaration and Ministers’ Joint Statement, the ASG recommended that the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry:

· note the positive progress towards liberalization evidenced in the attached reports from New Zealand and the United States on air services liberalization;

· note that the questionnaire of the Annual Survey on Implementation of the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services will be amended in line with the recommendations of the ICAO Fifth World Wide Air Transport Conference and the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Joint Statement;  

· encourage all member economies to give positive response to the updated Annual Survey to make it as effective as possible;

· note that the proposal on cargo-only accession to the Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalization of International Air Transportation (MALIAT) be considered as an option for implementing the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services was discussed and there was no consensus in this regard;
· note that there was no need for amendment to the Operational Plan for Air Services as a result of the latest meeting of the ASG.
New Zealand moved a minor amendment to paragraph 5 of the report, that seventh freedom and cabotage did not need to be added to the Survey on Implementation of the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services as they were already considered in the survey.  

The report of the ASG was agreed as amended and the recommendations were agreed by the Steering Committee.

Intermodal Task Force – (United States of America)
Ongoing Projects: Report on Status of High Priority Tasks: There were 5 reports on ongoing projects, 2 completed projects, and 1 new project that were noted in the recommendations to the SC-CT.  The ITF drew the attention of the SC-CT to the project “Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs Phase II in Bogor, Indonesia December 6, 2004. All economies are encouraged to have delegates attend to be conducted by Canada.
Projects Completed: The ITF has completed 14 projects since its inception in 1997 which averages out to 2 projects completed each year. 
Name Change from ITF to Intermodal Experts Group (IEG): The Intermodal Task Force members have agreed to change the name of the Group to better reflect its mission and its members’ expertise. Henceforth the ITF will be known as the Intermodal Experts Group (IEG). The USA has agreed to chair the next meeting (APEC TPT-WG 25) at which time nominations will be open for other economies to take over the chairmanship. It was suggested that the Chair be on a rotating basis and it was agreed that this would be the best arrangement for future chairmanships.

Work of the Experts Group (IEG): In order to promote outcomes of the completed projects, Australia suggested that the TPT-WG website be amended to add a page ‘Completed Projects and Outcomes’ to give a snapshot of outcomes and recommendations for future use. Currently finalized projects are mainly in Archives as part of documents from past TPT-WGs. 

Future Work Program: In line with the directives of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Transportation Ministerial Statements, the Intermodal Experts Group (IEG) encourages member economies to look for areas of opportunity among the 10 topics it has identified as priority and requests that they present proposals to the IEG for consideration at subsequent TPT-WG meetings.

Recommendations to the Plenary:

Note that the intermodal projects

1) Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Required Training Program Phase 2; 

2) Intermodal Skills Case Study; and 

3) the project on Mutual Recognition – Trial of a Competency-based Model on Intermodal and Logistics Managers are in process and progress is being monitored; and 

Note that the project 'Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups' with contributions to the ITF (now IEG) is also in process and progress is being monitored. Participating port authorities are encouraged to increase their online activities with respect to the latter. 

Future and Joint Work

The SCSE recommended that the Plenary that:

a. The ITF is now designated as the Intermodal Experts Group (IEG).

b. The Chairs of the ITS and ITF agreed during TPT-WG 23 that work related to E-commerce would absorbed into the ITS/ITF groups as appropriate.  At this meeting the ITF absorbed several of the E-commerce projects as noted earlier. The IEG will work with the ITS and other groups in the future on intermodal issues of mutual interest with particular emphasis on secure and efficient transportation issues and projects.
c. Interested Economies are encouraged to submit project proposals either jointly or individually on items listed under future work that have not been addressed or that have been deemed to be of an ongoing nature. 

d. The Steering Committee endorsed the recommendation that details of all completed projects be made more easily accessible on the TPT-WG website as note above.

Completed Work

The SCSE recommended that the Plenary:

· Note that the intermodal projects 1) Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs is completed and that the final report and evaluation report will be reviewed intersessionally. It was agreed that the IEG (formerly ITF) accept and endorse completion of the project, subject to an evaluation report for the APEC Secretariat being submitted for intersessional consideration and 

· Note that the project Phase I Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology draft final report and recommendations has been competed. It is recommended that Australia and the consultants be commended for their work on this important project that led the way for work being done related to the Star Initiative.  
New Project Proposals:

The ITF recommended that the Plenary:
· Note that the project Short Sea Shipping in the APEC Region: Best Practices for Users, Operators, Regulators, and Infrastructure Providers has been approved and is in the current BMC funding cycle.  The IEG (formerly ITF) recommended that the Plenary support the ongoing projects of the IEG and endorse the future and joint work of the IEG as noted above.
Maritime Initiative (MI) – (Japan)
 The MI recommended the Steering Committee note the progress of the group, in particular:

· That the MI had completed its work on “Facilitation of International Shipping” and key recommendations arising from Volume 3 of that Report. Specifically the MI adopted the Common Principles to Shipping Policy.  Policy Items 1-9 including a Preamble as set out below:

Preamble

 APEC member economies

 
Recognizing the need to foster competition in shipping markets and,

 
Recalling their objectives to foster harmonization of shipping policies in the APEC region;

have adopted the following set of common shipping policy principles to encourage free and competitive access to international liner shipping markets, maritime auxiliary and intermodal services.

These principles are not intended to modify or impact on any existing bilateral or multilateral agreements and treaties. In addition, these principles are subject to any national law or regulation on maritime security that take precedence over the application of these principles.   

Policy Item 1: Framework for Common Principles to Shipping Policy

APEC consider adopting a general framework for the development of future maritime policy. This framework would incorporate the following six guidelines:

 That the special character of shipping as an international activity creates a need for the coordination and harmonisation of shipping polices.

 That free and fair competition is the most effective means of ensuring the provision of the adequate and economic maritime services required by international trade.

 That there is a need to maintain an equitable balance of interest between shipper and shipowners, bearing in mind the long term interest of consumers.

 That there should be no discrimination between the citizens and businesses of APEC economies in access to cargoes or port facilities, or in access to investment or business opportunities in maritime auxiliary and intermodal services.

 That particular economies may need to provide some measure of support to their national shipping industries, either for national security reasons or in order to build a national maritime capability.

 That any such support should be delivered by mechanisms that minimise any adverse consequence for the efficiency and flexibility of international maritime transport.

Policy Item 2: Liner Shipping

APEC member economies develop a set of guidelines relating to liner shipping.

Policy Item 3: Government Ownership of Shipping

APEC member economies undertake:

 To ensure that any international shipping operations retained under Government ownership are commercialized and operated in accordance with commercial principles.

 To refrain from providing preferential access to routes, cargoes or contracts to Government-owned lines, and to adopt a timetable for the removal of such preferences where they currently exist.

 To assess the benefits of privatising any shipping lines currently owned by Government.

Policy Item 4: Cargo Preference

APEC member economies undertake:

 To endeavour to refrain from the introduction of any new cargo preference measures in the commercial market.

 To develop a timetable for the removal of any general existing cargo preference measures in the commercial market.

Policy Item 5: Restrictions Applying to Specific Trades

APEC member economies undertake:

 To refrain from introducing any new laws or regulations that would have the effect of limiting competition in the carriage of goods between two economies to the shipping lines of those two economies. 

 To develop a timetable for the elimination of any laws or regulations that have such an effect.

 To strive actively to reduce and ultimately eliminate restrictions of the carriage of goods between two economies that arise from agreements, limitations, or bans implemented by private sector participants, including both companies and unions.

Policy Item 6 : Access to Port Facilities

APEC member economies:

 Agree formally that all port charges and terms of access to ports should not discriminate between vessels on the basis of nationality.
 Remove immediately any remaining prices or terms of access which do not conform to these principles.

Policy Item 7 : Land-Based Ancillary Services

APEC member economies undertake:

 To refrain from introducing any new laws or regulations that would have the effect of limiting competition in auxiliary maritime activities.

 To develop a timetable for the elimination of any laws or regulations that have such an effect.

 To strive actively to reduce and ultimately eliminate restrictions on competition in land-based activities that arise from agreements, limitations, or bans implemented by private sector participants, including both companies and unions.

Policy Item 8 : Port Management

APEC member economies undertake:

 To continue the process of port restructuring, including commercialisation and the privatisation of port service provision.

 To develop and strengthen structures to promote intra- and inter-port competition.

 To encourage further the involvement of the private sector in the provision of port facilities.

 Wherever private sector investment opportunities exist, to allocate development rights by a clear and transparent process.

 Not to discriminate between domestic companies and companies that are nationals of other APEC economies in the allocation of development rights, or in the awarding of contracts for the provision of port services.

Policy Item 9 : Subsidies to National Flag Vessels

APEC member economies undertake:

 To promote free competition between unsubsidised shipping lines on a commercial basis.

 To ensure that all support measures that are provided for national flag are direct, aimed at reducing the cost of shipping, and limited to the minimum necessary to achieve the desired national goals.

 The MI intends to pursue further work, intersessionally, and at its next meeting on Policy Item 2 (Liner Shipping).

These recommendations were accepted by the Steering Committee, which also acknowledged the substantial progress the MI had made by finalizing Volume 3 of the ‘Facilitation of International Shipping’ project.  

 The MI sought further guidance on its earlier the recommendation concerning the adoption of FAL Form usage.

Following discussion, the Plenary agreed that work on adoption of FAL Form usage cease as it has been overtaken by events.

New Zealand suggested the wider distribution of a matrix developed by Japan in the discussion of the liberalization through the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Port Experts Group – (Japan)
The Port Experts group presented meeting considered the following activities:

1. Projects


1-1 Short Sea Shipping in APEC region (Korea and USA)

The Acting Chair (Inter-modal Task Force) reported on the project about to commence. Phase 1 will be a symposium in Incheon, Korea in October for information collection and identifying of the issues. Phase 2 involves modeling, with some input from the ‘Container Throughput Forecasting’. Thailand informed of completion of the study on coastal shipping, and proposed to coordinate further communications within the PEG.

1-2 Port and Inter-modal Interface Seminar

(Thailand)

A seminar was held as the final stage of the project. Thailand gave a presentation ‘Thailand as a logistics hub in APEC region?’, stressing the importance of both hardware and software in facilitating the intermodal transport, viewed from the macro-perspective.

Japan (OCDI) presented, ‘Intermodal Service in Japan’, concerning the recent survey results of the distance of the container cargo’s origin/destination and ports in Japan, and the new high-speed intermodal service package using ‘Shanghai Super Express’ between Ports of Hakata and Shanghai.

1-3 Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region
(Korea)

Korea, with UNESCAP, presented the second progress report, which explained the works done so far as well as future work program including the data collection and 3 regional seminars. A series of seminars with UNESCAP will held: Nov. 2004; IAPH Jan. 2005 and in North or South America (possibly jointly with PEG16).

Thailand and Japan gave some detail on their current container throughput forecasting.

1-4 Progress Report from the ex-E-Commerce Group (now under ITF) (Australia)

1 Electronic Intra-Port Community Discussion Group Project

2 China: XML Port Manifest Project

Australia presented the progress and outcomes of the two projects, now under the Intermodal Task Force. The Electronic Intra-Port project is on schedule, in spite of some delays due to reorganization in Port Callao, Peru, and some additional e-commerce requirements at Saigon Port.

2. New Project Proposals

2-0 Introduction to APEC Projects 

(APEC Secretariat)

Mr. Sergey Shipilov from APEC Secretariat discussed requirements on project work.

2-1 APEC Port Database, Upgrading and Renewal 
      (Japan)

PEG recommended a project to upgrade and renew the current APEC Port Database. 

2-2 Harmonization of Rules and Regulations on Privatization of Ports in APEC region




 (Indonesia)

With no Indonesian representation, it was decided that work will handled intersessionally, with PEG secretary.

2-3 Cruise Ship and Ports of APEC Region 

(Japan)

Japan introduced a new self-funded project regarding the potential of cruise industry and its implications to Ports of APEC region, with a report for the next meeting.

3.  Future Work Program

The chair presented a proposal to annually set a specific subject for PEG to focus on. Intersessional comment was sought from members on possible annual subjects.

Road Transport Harmonisation Project (RTHP)– (Republic of Korea)
The Acting Chairmanship of the RTHP was assumed by Mr Sun Hak Cho of the Republic of Korea. Representatives of Indonesia, the Republic of Korea, Japan, Singapore and Thailand in addition to a number of automotive industry representatives participated in the meeting.

The RTHP discussed the outcomes of the previous meeting of the RTHP and the progress report of the Action Plan to introduce ECE Regulations before turning to the consideration of three new project proposals through which it could further its work:

· Technical support for the developing economies to establish automobile technical regulations.

· Strengthening the influence of APEC economies at the UN/ECE/WP.29

· Joint study on technical regulation for the automobile technology in development.

Economies will further develop these projects for further consideration at the next meeting of the RTHP. The RTHP considers significant progress has been made in the development of these projects.

The Steering Committee noted progress towards finalization of project proposals.

Non-tariff Measures in the Transport Sector Project (report on possible 

options) – (Australia)
Australia thanked those economies that have provided comments on the structure of the Final Report, however it noted that no comments had been received on how to make use of the project.  Australia sought the agreement of the Steering Committee to postpone further consideration of this Project until TPT-WG 25 to enable economies to fully consider the ways in which this important project could be used and invited comments from economies intersessionally.  (Thailand noted that it had already provided comments.)

The Steering Committee agreed to this recommendation.

Thailand asked that comments on the Project be received and circulated in advance of the next meeting.  The Steering Committee agreed to this proposal.

Recommendations:

That the Plenary:

note that Australia, Brunei Darussalam and Singapore, in consultation with other economies, will develop a draft Roadmap for trade liberalization and facilitation as well as economic and technical assistance in all modes of transportation Tthe Roadmap), for distribution prior to the next TPT-WG meeting.  Other economies were encouraged to participate in this process; 

urgently request Expert Groups to provide, in advance of next meeting, priorities for future work to facilitate and implement liberalization and facilitation of trade; so that these priorities can inform the development of the Roadmap.

consider modification of the  APEC TPT-WG website to make more widely available reports of projects and developments that have enhanced or implemented liberalization and facilitation of trade. 

2. Update of the Matrix of Transport Ministers’ Priorities

The Steering Committee noted no new developments other than the addition of the roadmap on liberalisation.

3. Update of the TPT-WG Operational Plan

No changes other than completion of projects.

Summary Recommendations

The Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (Including Infrastructure) recommends that the plenary of the Transportation Working Group:

accept the reports and recommendations of the:

· Air Services Group

· Intermodal Taskforce (now Intermodal Experts Group)

· Maritime Initiative

· Ports Experts Group, Road Harmonisation Project

· Non-tariff measures in the Transport Sector Project

note the progress that has been made in finalising projects within these groups.

consider modification of the  APEC TPT-WG website to make more widely available reports of projects and developments that have enhanced or implemented liberalization and facilitation of trade. 

endorse in principle a proposal by the Port Experts Group (PEG) to upgrade and renew the current APEC Port Database and that the PEG will seek urgent funding of $30,000 inter-sessionally..

note that Intermodal Task Force members have agreed to change the name of the Group to the Intermodal Experts Group (IEG) to better reflect its mission and its members’ expertise.

note that Australia, Brunei Darussalam and Singapore, in consultation with other economies, will develop a draft Roadmap for trade liberalization and facilitation as well as economic and technical assistance in all modes of transportation Tthe Roadmap), for distribution prior to the next TPT-WG meeting.  Other economies were encouraged to participate in this process; 

urgently request Expert Groups to provide, in advance of next meeting, priorities for future work to facilitate and implement liberalization and facilitation of trade; so that these priorities can inform the development of the Roadmap.

V. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES)
REPORTS FROM EXPERTS GROUPS 

Projects Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting

Road Safety Experts Group completed its project, “Initiatives for Improving Road Transportation Safety – Phase I”.
II.
ONGOING PROJECTS – NEXT STEPS

Aviation Safety Experts Group (United States)

The Chair reviewed the Report of the Chair of the 23rd Transportation Working Group (TPTWG) with particular attention to the report of the ASEG recommendations accepted by the 23rd TPTWG Chair, as well as the Joint Ministerial Statement of the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial held 27 – 29 July in Bali, Indonesia, concentrating on the minister’s priority to harness new technologies and best practices to facilitate travel and trade.  The Chair observed that the minister’s further priority to cooperate with international organizations coincided with recommendations accepted by the 23rd TPTWG and ASEG’s Terms of Reference. 

The Chair, on behalf of the United States Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), presented best practice options in order to determine that structure of a New Technology Workshop.  After much deliberation and lively discussion, the participants determined the following:

· a single focus seminar on RNAV/RNP that discussed best practices with the objective of implementation within the APEC region in a manner that facilitates ongoing ICAO efforts to determine an international standard;

· an audience consisting of the economy’s Civil Aviation Authorities (regulators) and industry (users) including air carriers, manufacturers and professional associations; with

· presentations from the United States on RNAV/RNP terminal/approach and an economy (to be determined) on en-route/oceanic procedures and ICAO on current guidance for RNP implementation; and

· that the workshop would be completed no later than August 2005.

The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:

· note the progress on the development of the a New Technologies Workshop on RNAV/RNP with the objective of implementation within the APEC region in a manner that facilitates ongoing ICAO efforts to determine an international standard;

· encourage the economies to work inter-sessionally on the New Technologies Workshop with the goal of holding the session no later than August 2005;

· encourage the economies to discuss the New Technologies Workshop with the appropriate officials in order to determine additional presenters and potential invitees; and

· encourage economies to forward appropriate aviation safety points of contact to the ASEG Chair.

Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)

The Experts Group on Maritime Safety (EGMS) did not meet during TPT-WG 24.  The Group continues to address marine environmental issues and to contribute to IMO meetings. The Coordinator provided an interim progress report on the project “Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in the APEC Region”. Task 2 has been completed; Task 3 is expected to be completed soon and a final report will be submitted to TPT-WG 25.

In the absence of an EGMS meeting, the Steering Committee addressed the Project Proposal on the subject of Invasive Aquatic Species and Ballast Water. SCSE recalled that this subject was considered at TPT-WG 23 when the views were sought on how economies could assist in addressing the environment issue of invasive species in ballast water. Australia had submitted a proposal at earlier sessions that had not received funding approval. Canada advised that it is willing to coordinate a project based on the earlier Australian proposal and would, with the assistance of interested economies, revisit the 2002 proposal with a view to developing a project proposal that addresses the environmental issue of invasive species in ballast water on ships.  Australia offered to assist in this regard and to co-sponsor the project proposal. The proposal will be tabled for consideration at TPT-WG 25.
Although there are a number of maritime issues that should be addressed within the APEC TPT-WG, the lack of a current Chair prevents them from being considered.

The Plenary endorsed the following:

· note that the project “Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in the APEC Region” is still ongoing and is expected to be completed soon.;
· note that a new Chair is required to coordinate maritime safety issues and future meetings and that economies consider taking on this role;  and

· note that Canada will produce a new Project Proposal in the area of Invasive Species in Ballast Water.

ITS Experts Group (United States) 

The status of the project proposal for Phases 3-5 of the Secure Trade Project was reviewed and it was noted that there were significant changes to reduce the scope of work since the draft proposal was reviewed in Beijing.  It was also noted that the project proposal has been submitted to the APEC Secretariat for funding approval by the APEC Budget Management Committee (BMC).  Further progress on this project is dependent on the outcome of the BMC meeting.

The reports prepared by the United States from the 2nd Joint Workshop between the APEC ITS Experts Group and ISO TC-204 held in Vancouver, Canada on May 17, 2004 were reviewed.  Opportunities to organize a 3rd Joint Workshop with ISO TC-204 were explored.  Topics for future workshops which included Electronic Vehicle Registration Identification, standards for RFID sensors and public-private-partnership models for ITS, were raised.  Economies were encouraged to submit other topics of interest, potential meeting venues and potential schedules to the Chairman.

The status of the project proposal for the World Standards for ITS Report Project was reviewed and it was noted that Korea has done an excellent job of completing the proposal and that it has been submitted to the APEC Secretariat for funding approval by the APEC Budget Management Committee (BMC).  Further progress on this project is dependent on the outcome of the BMC meeting.

After the conclusion of the meeting, Australia tabled two reports (see Attachment 1) for consideration by the Group.  The reports are for projects which Australia oversees.  Reports for these projects were previously provided to the former e-Commerce Group.  Australia will continue to oversee the projects and now believes that these reports should be managed by the ITS Experts Group.

The Plenary endorse the following:  

· That the ITS Experts Group report as an indication of the Group’s activity;

· That the updating of the Action Plan for the ITS Experts Group to be reflective of the Ministers’ priorities;

· That the continuing efforts of the ITS Experts Group and the Intermodal Task Force to implement the Secure Trade Project;  

·      Note the significant intersessional progress made by the Group in completing and submitting the two project proposals for Phases 3-5 of the Secure Trade Project and the World Standards for ITS Report Project;

· Note the significant interest that developed and developing Economies have in ITS;

· Note that the group will be planning to organize a 3rd Joint Workshop with ISO TC-204;

· Note the significant support offered by ISO TC-204 for the proposed World Standards for ITS Report; and

· Note Australia’s interest in having the ITS Experts Group take responsibility for the management of two projects which previously reported to the former e-Commerce Group.

Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)

The Road Safety Experts Group met on Tuesday, 17 August.  Chinese Taipei and the United States (U.S.) served as interim co-chairs.

The co-chairs summarized the outcome of the Fourth Transportation Ministerial meeting, which took place on 27-29 August, in Bali, Indonesia.  Delegates took a note of the Joint Ministerial Statement adopted by the Ministers, and discussed the need to follow up on the Ministers’ resolve to improve road traffic safety in their Economies.  The co-chair from the U.S. recalled the global efforts to improve road safety under the auspices of the United Nations, specifically the World Health Day (WHD), which was observed on 7 April 2004 in Paris.  The delegate of Thailand remarked on the need of connection of WHD with other initiatives ongoing under the auspices of other international organizations, including the World Bank and the Asia Development Bank.  

In response, the co-chair from Chinese Taipei began a discussion of the new project, which was discussed and adopted during the 23rd Meeting of the TPT in April 2004 in Beijing, China.  This project, which aims at developing a traffic safety data collection and evaluation system, was discussed in greater detail by the co-chair from the U.S.

In the following discussion, the RSEG delegates heard from the U.S. co-chair of expressions of interest from prospective Economies to volunteer in the project.  The delegate reported on interest expressed prior to the RSEG meeting from Viet Nam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Peru.  In this meeting, Indonesia reaffirmed its strong interest to be considered as a volunteer Economy.  The delegate from Viet Nam reported that his Economy was still exploring the possibility of participating in the project.  While representatives of Malaysia and Peru were not present to confirm their interest, two additional Economies, Korea and Thailand, expressed their interest to participate as volunteer Economies.

As a last but critical item on the agenda was the identification of a new chair for the RSEG.  The RSEG delegates expressed their appreciation of the efforts of the outgoing RSEG Chairman, Dr. Kaikuo Chang of Chinese Taipei, and hoped that he would continue his active participation in the group.  The delegates continued by discussing the selection of a new chairperson.  At the end, a delegate of Thailand stepped forward as the new Chair of RSEG.  The group approved and thanked Thailand for taking the initiative.  In addition, the co-chairmen from Chinese Taipei and the U.S. have offered to provide support to Thailand in order to facilitate a smooth transition of this function and performance of its duties.     

The Plenary endorsed the following: 

· Note that the Final Report of the TPT 01/2003 project was published and posted on the RSEG TPT-WG website.  The direct website link will be provided to the delegates via email;

· Note that the U.S. will prepare a template for a directory of organizations with road traffic safety-related responsibilities and interests;

· Note that members are to consider participating as volunteer economies in the new project, which aims at establishment of a traffic safety data collection and evaluation system;

· Note that the US will distribute a synopsis of the new project and seek an expert from the U.S. DOT to give a presentation on the implementation of the data collection project; and

· Note the selection of Thailand as the new Chair of RSEG, becoming effective after the 24th TPT meeting.  

Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee (Japan) 

Mr. Richard Day, the SCSE Chair opened the meeting, and advised that Mr. Masahiro Kudo (Japan) was not able to continue to serve as the SN&C Chair.  The SCSE Chair, therefore asked the meeting to elect new SN&C Chair.  The SCSE Chair also requested the meeting to review the activities of SN&C and GIT and discuss future direction of the SN&C, taking into account of the need to avoid duplication of efforts between SN&C and GIT.

Mr. Dennis Beres, the GIT Chair nominated Mr. Yoshiki Imawaka, Director, International Policy Coordination, ATS Systems Planning Division, Civil Aviation Bureau of Japan to the Chair.  The nomination was seconded by Thailand.  Mr. Yoshiki Imawaka was unanimously elected SN&C Chairperson.
Mr. Imawaka then presided over the meeting and presented the following agenda items for discussion.  
· Status of APEC GNSS Implementation Team (GIT) GNSS Test Bed Project

· Future agenda items on the direction of the SN&C

· Report and review of the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting

The GIT Chair also informed the meeting that the United States Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) grant agreement of USD 675,000 for GNSS Test Bed was signed on 28 July, 2004 by the President of Aerothai and the Secretary of Transport of the U.S.A in Bali.  Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam will be covered by the GNSS Test Bed.  The meeting appreciated the U.S.A. for their efforts for providing funding support for the GNSS Test Bed.
Thailand made a presentation of GNSS Test Bed, including background, objectives, system components, roles of host economies and roles of Thailand through Aerothai.  The GNSS Test Bed will consist of Test Reference Stations (TRS), Test Master Control Station (TMS), Datalink Broadcast Unit and User Platform.  TRS, which will be installed at each participating economy, will collect GPS signals.  GPS signals will be forwarded to TMS via ground-to-ground communication links for generating GPS augmentation data.

As requested by the SESC Chair, the meeting reviewed the recent SN&C and GIT activities, and discussed how to conduct future GIT and SN&C meetings in an efficient and effective manner.

The meeting noted that major development for the SN&C from the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting was an announcement of a USD 675,000 grant for a GNSS Test Bed.  An implementation plan for the GNSS Test Bed in APEC will be discussed at the next GIT meeting.  The Chair, therefore encouraged economies to participate in the 6th GIT Meeting to be held on 25-29 October 2004 in Phuket, Thailand.

Australia advised the meeting that two workshops on GNSS awareness would be held in 2005.  As soon as dates and venue for the workshop are confirmed, an invitation will be distributed.

The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 
· Note that, due to the duplication of the work of the SN+C and the GIT, the SN+C Group be discontinued;

· Note that the SN&C Chair will serve as a co-chair to the GIT;

· Note that the GIT should review its Terms of Reference and Goals at the 6th GIT meeting; and

· Note that the GIT Chair should report the GIT activities to the Safe and Environment Friendly Transportation Systems Steering Committee.
Transportation Security Experts Group (United States)
The United States chaired the sixth Transportation Security Experts Group (TSEG) meeting on Monday and Tuesday, August 16-17, 2004.  Thirteen economies attended including Australia, Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Chinese Taipei, Japan; New Zealand, Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Thailand the United States and Viet Nam.

The US indicated that it will relinquish the Chair of the TSEG and recommends to the SCSE that the responsibilities of the group be divided between the ASEG and the MSEG.


The Chair of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup (ASES) held a meeting August 15-16, 2004 and reported to the TSEG during its sixth Meeting at TPT-WG 24 in Bangkok, Thailand, August 17, 2004.  New Zealand, the Chair of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup will pass leadership of the group to Hong Kong, China during next ASEG meeting in Queensland, New Zealand during March of 2004.   Continuing projects of the ASES include a progress report on human factors in aviation security, and several recommendations made to the Transportation Security Experts Group Meeting of TPT-WG 23, which were forwarded to the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation.  Noteworthy of these recommendations was the suggestion that a member of the ASES attend the next ICAO AVSEC Panel meeting as an observer and that APEC explore the possibility of funding the attendance if a developing economy were nominated.


As was noted in previous reports, the TSEG has actively responded to goals established in the October 2001 APEC Leaders’ Statement on Counter terrorism and the Declaration through anti-terrorism projects including the APEC High-Level Meeting on Maritime Security and Piracy, development and methodologies for implementation of those maritime security requirements, an aviation security training data base listing courses available across APEC economies and available to international students.  

Members of the ASEG completed a Pathfinder initiative to use funds dedicated to the 100% HBS Symposium held in Hong Kong, China, which were used to conduct a second seminar for the APEC economies not in attendance during the 2003 seminar. 

Hong Kong, China completed the training survey and developed a training database, which will be development into a WebPage by Chinese Taipei and linked to the TPT-WG web-site.  Survey responses were received from the United States, Hong Kong, China, Chinese.  

The International Ship and Port Security (ISPS) requirements effective July 2004 involve a wide range of elements in port security plans, access controls, training, etc.  These new requirements place a major strain on some developing APEC economies.  A project to  prepared these economies was presented by the USA, with valuable input provided by Australia and Singapore.  The objective of this ongoing project is to ensure increased compliance throughout the APEC region with these new maritime security requirements among the lesser-developed economies, by providing a port security checklist and self-audit protocol. 

A member of the US delegation briefed the TSEG on Secure Trade Project, a programs designed to facilitate commerce through improved supply chain security and transportation mobility aligned with security goals
critical to ensuring secure trade and supply chain enhancement through electronic cargo manifests.  

The United States provided a briefing on the current threat and mitigation strategies regarding Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS).  Major points included the numbers of MANPADS available on the black market, the capabilities and design of the systems and operators, the importance of protecting stockpiles, and action plans that are being promoted and considered by individual economies, ICAO, and the UN.  APEC economies were briefed on the ICAO Guidebook and self-assessment tools available via the ICAO website.  Instructions for accessing the ICAO website were distributed.


The chair offered an update on radio frequency identification technology and ongoing economy projects involving RFID were discussed. 

The Plenary endorsed the following:

· Endorse the Transportation Security Experts Group’s final report and agree to discontinue the TSEG group in favor of having the ASEG and the MSEG groups report directly to the SCSE;
· Note the ascension of Hong Kong China to the Chair of the Aviation Security Experts group as of March 2005;
· Note the successful completion of the 100% Hold Baggage Screening Seminar and adopt the Final Report of the ASEG; 

· Note the successful completion of the second APEC MSEG Seminar on the implementation of IMO ISPS requirements;

· Endorse the ASEG group’s nomination for observer status on the ICAO
AVSEC Panel;

· Recognize the completion of the AVSEC training database; and

· Note that the STAR Initiative was discussed and that economies are actively working to achieve the goals of the Initiative.

VI. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING RESEARCH, TRAINING AND EDUCATION)

1. INTRODUCTION

The HRD Steering Committee Coordinator (Philippines - Bert Pia) thanked Dr. Jess Browning for chairing the HRD SC meeting at the last TPT-WG23, Beijing, China, April 2004.

2. REPORT ON HOD MEETING

Management issues dealing with projects and projects management were discussed. The Coordinator informed the Meeting that APEC Reform, specifically on the work of the TPT-WG, was prominently discussed during the HOD meeting.
3. REPORTS FROM PROJECT AND EXPERT GROUPS (INCLUDING UPDATES AND PROGRESS ON EXISTING PROJECTS)

3.1. Gender Project Group 


NEW ZEALAND/PHILIPPINES

Progress: At the TPT-WG23, New Zealand compiled a database of economy contacts for Gender issues and economies were encouraged to nominate their gender contact persons so that the database could be finalised. Few economies have responded. At the SC HRD meeting, the Philippines volunteered to become the Gender Focal Point for the TPT-WG.
Recommendations: The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: Note the progress report and accepts the nomination of the Philippines as TPT-WG Gender Focal Point.
Mutual Recognition – Trial of a Competency-based Model on the Intermodal/Logistics Manager.



 

Progress: The project belongs to the ITF (now Intermodal Experts Group (IEG) ), in consultation with the HRD Steering Committee. The objective is to trial a competency-based model of mutual recognition of professional qualifications on the intermodal/ logistic manager. Australia, Canada, Thailand, and the USA have been selected for this project, as they have defined requirements for this profession as a starting point. The project completed Phase One with a set of data base on competencies, based on the Australian Qualification Framework in Logistics Management. The project is moving to Phase Two (consultation and model trial) with consultations with Thailand, Canada, and the USA, before preceding to Phase 3 (identification of willing economies) and Phase 4 (evaluation and Register). 

The Philippines suggested that the project take steps to encourage developing economies to improve their competencies. It was agreed that the project aim to encourage developing economies to effect gradual increments of competencies. 

Recommendations: The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: Note the progress report; and that Australia ensure that the project produces outcomes as a benchmark for gradual increments of their competencies.

3.3. Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies 

AUSTRALIA
Progress：The project was modelled on an aviation law training project specifically developed for Indonesia. Following consultations with economies, Singapore supported Thailand to be the economy for the project. Effectively, the project is to provide training on the importance of civil aviation in the international arena. The course is designed to improve delivery of aviation services, through a collaborative approach in training. 

To minimise tender administrative costs, the BMC agreed that Australia appoint a sole provider – the consultant who designed and provided a similar course for Indonesia. The consultant is working out the course arrangements (including commencement date) with relevant Thai aviation authorities. 

The Philippines suggested that the course should be open to interested experts from non-APEC members as aviation law covers some aspects of international law. Carriers’ Liabilities have become a more prominent issue, especially after September 11, 2001.

Program Director Sergey Shipilov advised that the Lead Shepherd’s approval from the APEC Secretariat would be required for participation by non-APEC experts.

Recommendation: That the HRD SC recommends that the Plenary: Note the progress of the project.

3.4. Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs 
AUSTRALIA

Progress: The project was finalised before the last TPT-WG23 in Beijing, China in April 2004. The project’s final report and training modules were uploaded to the TPT-WG website prior to TPT-WG23. As per TPT-WG24 ITF report, Australia will prepare an evaluation report for inter-sessional consideration.

Recommendations: The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: note that this project was finalised before TPT-WG23; and that endorsement will be subject to Australia’s evaluation report for post-TPT-WG24 intersessional consideration. 
3.5 Bilateral Training Projects Register 




Progress: This self-funded project has been available on the TPT-WG web site since the Brisbane TPT-WG21 to enable economies to share aspects and requirements on bilateral agreements/arrangements. Australia urged economies to participate and contribute to the Register. The Philippines and Indonesia will make contributions to the Register. The SCHRD agreed that the Register be maintained. 

Recommendations:  The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: Endorse that the Register be maintained and encourage economies to make contributions accordingly.

II. 3.6. International Air Services Negotiations Training Course

The project will equip participating economies with the necessary skills required for international air services negotiations. To date, a total of 6 applications from the Philippines and Chinese Taipei were received. To make the course effective, a minimum of 16 would be required for interactive workshops.

Thailand offered to host workshops and anticipated to nominate five for the course. Other Asian economies, including Brunei, will ask their relevant agencies to send nominations to Australia (Peter.siripol@dotars.gov.au). Program Director Sergey Shipilov suggested that the course be held in a time to meet the timing of APEC funding requirements. 

Recommendations: The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: Note progress of the project and encourage economies to send nominations to the workshop as soon as possible.

3.7. Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs Phase II






Progress: George Tyszewicz, Canada, provided an introduction and background to this project entitled “Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Required Training Programs: Phase 2 Development of Required Training Programs.”
This project, which consists of the development of a one-week course in “Intermodal Basic Competencies”, and to be delivered as a pilot project in a member economy, was presented and accepted at TPT-WG 19. It subsequently received APEC funding authorization in October 2001. A Request for Proposal (RFP) was released in December 2002. During the week of December 6, 2004, this course will be presented for the first time in Bogor, Indonesia. This pilot course will be open to transportation professionals throughout APEC, and registration information has been provided through the ITF Experts Group. Registration information can be accessed online at: http://www.du.edu/~psherry/registration.html.

Following the Intermodal Skills pilot course in Indonesia, the ITF, the future Intermodal Experts Group (IEG) will be briefed on highlights associated with course delivery and future skills development initiatives will be considered.

Recommendations:
The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: Note the progress of the project and encourages interested APEC economy delegates to register as soon as possible and no later than November 1, 2004.
3.8. Seafarers Training Project Phase 3


  

Progress:
Indonesia reported that the project has been submitted to the BMC for approval. It was endorsed at TPT-WG 23. The project aims to set up a Network System of the Seafarer’s Training Institutes among APEC member economies on the basis of database of the curriculum; syllabus; instructors; facilities and equipment, including the cadet onboard training accommodations; and with reference to the STCW’95 and SOLAS amendment chapter XI/2 (ISPS Code), which will improve maritime education and training infrastructure in the APEC region. The Program Director suggested that the Project Overseer work closely with the APEC Secretariat to answer questions regarding the project, if there are any, from BMC members.

Recommendations:
The SCHRD recommends that the Plenary: Note the progress report.     

4.
Other Issues

The Chair briefed the SCHRD on ongoing discussions on APEC Reform. He said that during the HOD meeting, Canada and Russia presented concept papers on how to reform the work of the TPT-WG. Canada may present a consolidated paper on TPT-WG reform for consideration of the Plenary.

As part of making the work of the SCHRD more efficient, the Chair said that he will endeavor to circulate a draft agenda, for consideration of members, one month before the next SCHRD meeting.                                                                                                                                                         

VII. 
APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN

HOD’s will approve the TPT-WG Operational Plan intersessionally.

VIII.
APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

The Plenary noted that the following projects had been approved and forwarded to the BMC for consideration. 

Operational Account:

1. Road Safety Data Collection ($75,000)

2. Short Seat Shipping Project (69,500)

3. Seafarers Training – Phase III ($72,500)

4. Development of World’s ITS Standards Report; $30,000

TILF Account:

1. ISPS Technical Assistance Project ($199,000)

2. Phase III Secure Trade Project (200,000)

IX.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TPT-WG MEETINGS

The United States is considering hosting the 25th meeting pending final approval by Washington.  Russia volunteered to host the 26 TPT WG meeting in Moscow in September of 2005.  Vietnam volunteered to host the 27th TPT-WG meeting in 2006..  The Lead Shepherd expressed his thanks the delegates from Russia and Vietnam for their commitments to host the 26th and 27th meetings respectively.  He asked all economies to consider hosting future meetings, and especially those who have not previously hosted a meeting, or had not done so recently, as the TPT-WG will need to meet regularly to advance Ministerial and Leader’s directives.  

IX.
APPROVAL OF THE CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chair’s Final Report is to be circulated following TPT 24, and approved intersessionaly by Heads of Delegation.  The Lead Shepherd delivered his closing remarks and thanked again the delegation from Thailand for hosting the TPT/24 Meeting as well as the meeting secretariat for their excellent management of the meeting.

He expressed his thanks for the support extended to him by the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Steering Committee Coordinators, APEC Program Director and Heads of Delegation. 

Mr. Mr.Han Jun, Deputy Lead Shepherd, expressed his thanks for all the preparations for TPT-24, and acknowledged the good work of all delegates. 

SAFE SKIES AND FAIR WINDS
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