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APEC Transportation Working Group 25th Meeting

ITS Experts Group Meeting

Washington, DC  May 31 – 1 June 2005

Report of meeting – Prepared by USA

1. The APEC TPT WG – Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Experts Group meeting was held in Washington, DC on Tuesday 31 May 2005 from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM and Wednesday June 1st from 9:00 AM to noon. The meeting was chaired by USA (Mr. Walter Kulyk). Attendance at the meeting included representatives from nine (9) Economies including: Australia, Canada; People's Republic of China; Indonesia, Japan; Mexico, Republic of Korea; the Philippines, and the United States. Attendees also included representatives from the American Public Transportation Association, ITS America, Talking Signs Inc., North River Consulting Group and the USA Volpe Center. See attachment 1.

2. The agenda was reviewed and items were rearranged to accommodate the needs of participants who had conflicting schedules. The agenda was then approved.

3. As acting Chair of the last ITS Experts Group meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, Canada presented an overview of the minutes of that meeting.

4. The first topic of discussion addressed a major initiative of the Group: The APEC Secure Trade Project. This project is a multi-phase effort that is co-sponsored by the ITS Experts Group and the Intermodal Experts Group. The Chair presented background on the project. Phase 1 was led by Australia and addressed issues and needs regarding freight track and trace technology. Phase 2 was led by the USA and involved the development of a conceptual plan which is in the final stages of completion. Mr. Michael Wolfe of the North River Consulting Group provided an overview of the Phase 2 report. A consolidated Phases 3-5 was recently approved by APEC in the amount of $249,500 and involves the evaluation of selected tradelanes within the Smart and Secure Tradelanes (SST) project. Preparation of a request for proposals(RFP) for an evaluator has been initiated and was discussed. Ms Evie Chitwood of the Maritime Administration of the US DOT has been selected as the Technical Overseer for the project. She will be coordinating her efforts closely with the Group. 

Ms Bahar Barami of the USA Volpe Center presented an overview of the Phase 3 Statement of Work (SOW). Mexico commented that security costs needed to be documented in the evaluation report. The Chair reiterated the importance of keeping a focus on the evaluation effort to address ITS technologies, standards, lessons learned as applied to other modes and the consideration of the supply chain from end to end. Mexico stated the need to address collection of real costs and benefit data. The Chair plans to send out the draft RFP to the Group for review and comment with a response back in 3 weeks. The RFP will then be finalized in accordance with APEC Guidelines and submitted to HODs for consideration. Subsequently, a selection panel will be formed and the RFP submitted to the APEC Secretariat for processing. It is anticipated that a contract will be awarded for the evaluation effort in October 2005.

5. Korea reported on the status of the project to develop a World Report for ITS Standards which is being done in conjunction with ISO Technical Committee 204 (Intelligent Transport Systems). The Report will be based on a comprehensive international survey and is envisioned to include each APEC Economy's experiences, strategies, and policies on ITS standards. The report will be useful in articulating and documenting ITS standards needs. At a recent Joint Working Group meeting the group finalized a Stage 1 survey to progress the project. The survey is being distributed to APEC TPT HODs as well as ISO P-Members of TC204 with a completion date of 30 June 2005. The Group commended Korea for its outstanding efforts to date on this project.

6. Korea presented a status update of ISO TC204 activities occurring since the last TPT meeting. The focus of the presentation was on relevant information affecting the Group's involvement. During the presentation, Korea suggested that the Group consider developing an ITS education program in consultation with the Human Resources Development Committee by noting that ISO TC204 has started an activity to develop "Training Requirements for ITS Professionals." The Group discussed the possibility of a third workshop with ISO TC204; the Chair requested that Economies review the status report intersessionally and offer candidate topics for a third workshop.

7. Korea made a presentation on the Node/Link Numbering System for their Transport Network. It was noted that this was part of the Korean ITS Economy report.

8. The USA presented a proposal for APEC funding to conduct workshops in Bali, Indonesia, and Manila, the Philippines to raise awareness about the potential for universal design and ITS to improve accessible transport for people with disabilities and older adults. The workshops would convene officials from the USA, host Economies, and other APEC entities. Presentations on case studies of accessible transport using ITS would be provided and feedback sought about opportunities to promote ITS. The Philippines and Indonesia indicated their interest in co-sponsoring the workshops. Subsequent to refining the proposal based on the Group's suggestions, the Group agreed to advance the proposal and present it to the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment Friendly Transportation. The Group strongly endorsed engaging other interested TPT parties. The Chair of Human Resources Development (HRD) agreed to raise the issue of joint collaboration between HRD and ITS EG in the development and conduct of the project.

9. Mr. Louis Sanders of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) presented an overview of APTA and a summary of their standards initiatives. APTA is the key industry association in the USA. promoting the interests of the public transport community.  He specifically addressed APTA's efforts in the development of Transit Communications Interface Profiles (TCIP). APTA is initiating involvement in international standards development activities with ISO.

10. Mr. Ward Bond of Talking Signs made a summary presentation of his company's activities relevant to ITS. He also gave an update of technology deployment related to remote infra-red audible signs. His presentation also summarized relevant standards development activities in this technology area. Efforts are underway to address the development of international standards for remote infra-red audible sign technology under ISO TC173 Working Group 7. He is also going to explore possible connection to ISO TC204 with regard to standardizing terminology and phrasing of the audio information.

11. Presentations were made by Group members on key items of interest in their respective Economies regarding the planning and deployment of ITS. Members representing Canada, People’s Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico and USA made presentations. 

The Chair noted the comprehensive and well-presented report on ITS activities from Canada. In addition to an earlier presentation on the development of a standard node/link for their National transport network, Korea presented information on bus management/information systems in the Seoul metropolitan area. ITS America presented an overview of their organization and activities. The USA presented a status report of USA's Department of Transportation's ITS Program.

12. The Chair encouraged all Economies to invite broader participation to future meetings. Both public and private sector guests could participate in these meetings.

The Group reviewed the Bogor Declaration and discussed the relevancy of ITS Experts Group projects within its framework. The Bogor Declaration stressed the need for APEC to strengthen the open multilateral trading system and to enhance trade and investment liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region. The Group felt that the current focus and activities of the ITS Experts Group as presented in the ITS Action Plan is fully consistent with the principles of the Bogor Declaration. The Chair undertook an action to review and update the ITS Action Plan over the next 60 days with particular emphasis on strengthening plans to advance further the principles of the Bogor Declaration. He would then submit it intersessionally to the Group for review and comment.

The Chair thanked all Economies for their active participation in the meeting.

Recommendations

The ITS Experts Group recommends that the Steering Committee:

· Endorse the ITS Experts Group report as an indication of the Group’s activity.

· Approve the development and ultimate submittal to APEC Secretariat, on an intersessional basis, of a request for proposal for the combined Phases3-5 of the Secure Trade project in collaboration with the Intermodal Expert Group. The development of this Secure Trade project remains consistent with direction from the APEC Ministers through their joint statement from the last Ministerial meeting
· Approve a project proposal in collaboration with the HRD Steering Committee for APEC funding to conduct workshops in Bali, Indonesia, and Manila, the Philippines. These workshops are intended to raise awareness about the potential for universal design and ITS to improve accessible transport for people with disabilities and older adults.

· Endorse the phase 1 survey of the World Report of ITS Standards (WRITSS) project.

· Encourage all Economies to respond to the Phase 1 WRITSS survey by 20 June 2005 so that the project could be implemented in a timely manner.

· Encourage all Economies to submit intersessionally ideas for joint workshops with ISO TC204.

· Note the Chairs intent to revise intersessionally the Group's Action Plan for further alignment with the Bogor Declaration and submit intersessionally for Group review and endorsement.
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