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APEC Common Principles to Shipping Policy

Preamble

 APEC member economies

 Recognizing the need to foster competition in shipping markets and,

 Recalling their objectives to foster harmonization of shipping policies in the APEC region;

have adopted the following set of common shipping policy principles to encourage free and competitive access to international liner shipping markets, maritime auxiliary and intermodal services.

These principles are not intended to modify or impact on any existing bilateral or multilateral agreements and treaties. In addition, these principles are subject to any national law or regulation on maritime security that take precedence over the application of these principles.   

Policy Item 1: Framework for Common Principles to Shipping Policy

APEC consider adopting a general framework for the development of future maritime policy. This framework would incorporate the following six guidelines:

 That the special character of shipping as an international activity creates a need for the coordination and harmonisation of shipping polices.

 That free and fair competition is the most effective means of ensuring the provision of the adequate and economic maritime services required by international trade.

 That there is a need to maintain an equitable balance of interest between shipper and shipowners, bearing in mind the long term interest of consumers.

 That there should be no discrimination between the citizens and businesses of APEC economies in access to cargoes or port facilities, or in access to investment or business opportunities in maritime auxiliary and intermodal services.

 That particular economies may need to provide some measure of support to their national shipping industries, either for national security reasons or in order to build a national maritime capability.

 That any such support should be delivered by mechanisms that minimise any adverse consequence for the efficiency and flexibility of international maritime transport.

Policy Item 2: Liner Shipping

 APEC member economies develop a set of guidelines relating to liner shipping.

Policy Item 3: Government Ownership of Shipping

APEC member economies undertake:

 To ensure that any international shipping operations retained under Government ownership are commercialized and operated in accordance with commercial principles.

 To refrain from providing preferential access to routes, cargoes or contracts to Government-owned lines, and to adopt a timetable for the removal of such preferences where they currently exist.

 To assess the benefits of privatising any shipping lines currently owned by Government.

Policy Item 4: Cargo Preference
APEC member economies undertake:

 To endeavour to refrain from the introduction of any new cargo preference measures in the commercial market.

 To develop a timetable for the removal of any general existing cargo preference measures in the commercial market.

Policy Item 5: Restrictions Applying to Specific Trades

APEC member economies undertake:

 To refrain from introducing any new laws or regulations that would have the effect of limiting competition in the carriage of goods between two economies to the shipping lines of those two economies. 

 To develop a timetable for the elimination of any laws or regulations that have such an effect.

 To strive actively to reduce and ultimately eliminate restrictions of the carriage of goods between two economies that arise from agreements, limitations, or bans implemented by private sector participants, including both companies and unions.

Policy Item 6 : Access to Port Facilities

APEC member economies:

 Agree formally that all port charges and terms of access to ports should not discriminate between vessels on the basis of nationality.
 Remove immediately any remaining prices or terms of access which do not conform to these principles.

Policy Item 7 : Land-Based Ancillary Services

APEC member economies undertake:

 To refrain from introducing any new laws or regulations that would have the effect of limiting competition in auxiliary maritime activities.

 To develop a timetable for the elimination of any laws or regulations that have such an effect.

 To strive actively to reduce and ultimately eliminate restrictions on competition in land-based activities that arise from agreements, limitations, or bans implemented by private sector participants, including both companies and unions.

Policy Item 8 : Port Management

APEC member economies undertake:

 To continue the process of port restructuring, including commercialisation and the privatisation of port service provision.

 To develop and strengthen structures to promote intra- and inter-port competition.

 To encourage further the involvement of the private sector in the provision of port facilities.

 Wherever private sector investment opportunities exist, to allocate development rights by a clear and transparent process.

 Not to discriminate between domestic companies and companies that are nationals of other APEC economies in the allocation of development rights, or in the awarding of contracts for the provision of port services.

Policy Item 9 : Subsidies to National Flag Vessels

APEC member economies undertake:

 To promote free competition between unsubsidised shipping lines on a commercial basis.

 To ensure that all support measures that are provided for national flag are direct, aimed at reducing the cost of shipping, and limited to the minimum necessary to achieve the desired national goals.
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