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Background of the Meeting

1. In order to improve the capacity and efficiency of the ports in the APEC region, the Group was set up in 1997. 
2. The work result of the group includes the report of the ten completed projects and APEC Port Database in operation.
Summary of Discussions at Washington D.C. Meeting
1. Participation

The 16th Group meeting was held from 11:00 - 17:30 on May 31, 2005 and from 9:00 – 15:00 on June 1, 2005 in Washington D.C., U.S.A with the participation of thirty-three people from the following thirteen economies; Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Philippines, Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, and the United States of America and one observer from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).
The participant list is attached hereinafter. 

2. Projects

2-1 Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region

(Korea and UNESCAP)
As one of the joint projects with Maritime Initiative, the seminar, which Korea and UNESCAP, the Project Coordinators, was held following after two seminars jointly with UNESCAP (Nov. 2004) and IAPH (Jan. 2005) to bring relevant expertise together regarding the subject. 

Mr. Soo-Yeob Kim from Korea and Dr. Dong-Woo Ha from UNESCAP reported Container Throughput Forecasting.

Participants discussed actively about conditions and methodology of the estimation.

As this is a tentative report, further comments and ideas were requested by the project coordinators.  The secretariat will send questionnaire to each economy intersessionally.

2-2 Cruise Ship and Ports of APEC Region (Japan)

Mr. Sasaki from OCDI, Japan presented the second progress report regarding the economic effect and collaboration with relevant organizations.

It was pointed out that the efforts which increase the effect on the regional economy by cruise are required.

2-3 Renewal of the APEC Port Database (Japan)

   The secretariat proposed the idea for the renewal of the APEC Port Database which suits to the current needs and IT situation.

    It was agreed that the secretariat sends the draft format of the database to each economy, and each economy responds to the secretariat with the information of the contact person.

3. Future Work Program

3-1 Annual Activity Subject

In accordance with the proposal of the Chair at the last meeting, the secretariat proposed to set an annual activity subject.

    It was agreed that the proposed theme by secretariat; “Cutting cost and time on Maritime Container Transport” was adopted as the present activity.

    Each economy was requested to answer the secretariat’s questionnaire. The coordinator will compile the report.

3-2 The seminar on Post-Tsunami Reconstruction and Function of       Ports

  Regarding the Tsunami Disaster derived from Sumatra Earthquake, many researches and studies have been practiced. In order to share the experiences and establish new countermeasures in the APEC region, it was agreed to hold the seminar on Post-Tsunami Reconstruction and Function of Ports at the next meeting.  The economies which have the topics to be presented should contact to the secretariat.
4. Various Presentations

4-1 Administrative Reform in Russia and Activity of Federal State Unitary Enterprise “ Rosmorport” (Russia)

   Mr. Kiselev provided valuable information on the Administrative Reform and new enterprise in Russia.    
    The group appreciated the information.

4-2 Present Situation on U.S Maritime Transportation (USA)

   As one of the joint projects with Maritime Initiative, Mr. Eric L. Mensing from APL ( American President Line) provided information on the present situation on U.S Maritime Transport. He outlined explained trends in ocean-going shipping and port operations in the United States, addressing some current issues including port congestions in the maritime transportation sector on the west coast.

    The group appreciated the information.

5. Introduction of Relative Projects

5-1 Short Sea Shipping in APEC region (Korea and USA)

Progress Report from the Inter-modal Experts Group

Dr.Browning, from the Inter-modal Experts Group, gave a progress report on the project.

The project looks at two APEC regions which include America’s Northwest 

inland-waterways, encompassing Washington State (USA) and British 

Columbia (Canada), and the Yellow Sea region, which encompasses 

China’s northeast coastal ports and Korea’s coastal ports. 

Since it will have many implications to our group, continuous information 

inputs at the next meetings were agreed.

5-2 Electronic Intra-Port Community Discussion Group Project
(Australia)

Evaluation Report from the Inter-modal Experts Group
Following the meeting in Beijing, Ms. Denise Morgan from Australia presented the evaluation report of their port related project which used to be studied in E-Commerce Group. The report is valuable for the activities of the PEG.

5-3 Congestion Points Study (USA)

Proposal from the Inter-modal Experts Group

Mr. Landsburg, from U.S.A, gave a presentation on a new logistics and trade project. This represents U-7, University of Le Havre, University of Erasmus, University of Rhode Island, University of Washington, Inha University and National Universities of Singapore and Australia. 

Since it will have many implications to our group, continuous information 

inputs at the next meetings were agreed.

6. Other Business Matters

6-1 The Issue of APEC Reform
In accordance with the recommendation of the “Report of the Chair” (TPT-24), the Chair of the PEG took initiative to discuss the possibility of the merger with Maritime Initiative.

After sincere discussion, in order to obtain more effective outcome, the group proposes to the Steering Committee to merge with Maritime Initiative for the next meeting. The Chairmen of the PEG and Maritime Initiative will consult about the development of the Terms of Reference for the formation of the new working group.
6-2 The Joint Projects with Maritime Initiative
As the joint projects with Maritime Initiative, the information on “The Present Situation on U.S Maritime Transportation System” was presented, and the seminar “Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region” was successfully held.
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