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Bangkok
Background of the Meeting

1. In order to improve the capacity and efficiency of the ports in the APEC region, the Group was set up in 1997. 
2. The work result of the group includes the report of the six (6) completed projects and APEC Port Database in operation.
3. The group has completed four (4) more projects at the last meeting, and currently having one (1)  project under progress which is called, ‘Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC region.’
Summary of Discussions at Bangkok Meeting
1. Participation

The 15th Group meeting was held from 11:00 - 17:00 on August 16, 2004 and from 9:00 – 12:00 on August 17, 2004 in Bangkok, Thailand with the participation of   ( ) people from the following   ( ) economies; Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Russian Federation, Singapore, Thailand, and the United States of America and one (1) observer from UNESCAP.

The participant list is attached hereinafter. 

2. Projects
3-1 Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region

(Korea　and UNESCAP)
Korea and UNESCAP, the Project Coordinators, presented the first progress report of the study, which explained the upgrading of the model and required cooperation from the economies. Upgrading included improvement in capacity and the interface but the calculating methodology was kept same, which is taking GDP as the major variable to forecast container export and import volumes of individual economies.

According to the increased capacity which can now take data of 200 ports approx., the coordinators proposed the criteria for selecting the ports as handling the containers more than 150,000 TEU/year in 2002, with few exceptions to maintain the regional balance of the forecast.

As the conclusion, the economies were asked to send comments if proposing different criteria for the port selection. Also, since this model is flexible to consider more variables for inputs, the economies were invited to suggest other variables than GDP such as containerization ratio if they need to be considered for more precise forecast results. It was reminded that suggesting variables should be the ones able to be forecasted.

Indonesia pointed out that the provisional list contained too few ports according to the criteria. Since the list was made based on the Containerization International Yearbook, economies were encouraged to inform the coordinators of the official statistical data which was not included in the CIY. While the study would use CIY extensively for historical data, economies were encouraged to provide their official statistical data for the main source of inputs by responding to questionnaire to be provided by the coordinators.

NILIM of Japan expressed that they were able to make some contributions since they have their own forecast with different type of model. It was welcomed by the coordinators, and if other economies also have their own forecasts, they are encouraged to make inputs from those results. 

About the seminar, the coordinators informed the group their current plan to hold them in three places which are in Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia and North/South America, preferably in Chile.

The chair requested the coordinators to give a detail plan in written documents for further discussion.

Canada reminded of the importance to sell the benefit of this project to ports, which will justify their cooperation to data providing works.

3-3 Port and Inter-modal Interface  


(Thailand)

Thailand made a final report presentation with a proposal of seminar hosted by the economy with good example, for the closing of this project.

The Chair proposed an alternative to ask economies to bring relevant examples or experts to the next Bangkok meeting and hold a seminar.

Thailand agreed to the alternative suggestion and to discuss the details with the secretariat intersessionally as part of the preparatory works for the Bangkok meeting.

3. Progress Report from E-Commerce Group
4-1 Electronic Intra-Port Community Discussion Group Project
(Australia)

The Chair of the E-Commerce Group gave presentation on the progress of their port related project. 
It was reported that Callao port of Peru and Saigon port of Vietnam have participated to the case study of this project and their port community websites have been launched and evolved as good forums for information exchange. The project itself has not limited the area of discussion which will take place on the site but it was reported that the topic was predominantly logistic matters. Since the detail of the discussion taken place, or impediments of use of e-commerce found during the analysis was not available, the Chair of the E-Commerce group promised to send our group those information later. 

The case study will continue for next 12 months and the progress will be reported to our next meetings as well.

The Chair of E-Commerce Group also briefly informed and explained the Group about their intention to merge with the Inter-modal Task Force.
4. New Project Proposal from the Inter-modal Task Force

5-1 Short Sea Shipping in APEC region (Korea and USA)

An expert from the Inter-modal Task Force gave a presentation on the new project exploring the possibility of facilitating port development and its economic growth by looking at clusters of multipurpose commercial activities, as well as utilizing the region’s ports as much as possible by demonstrating the good practice of Short Sea Shipping. 

Since it will have many implications to Port experts, the chair asked for continuous information input at the next meetings.

5. Various Presentations 

6-1 The Administrative Reform in Russia   (Russia)

Russia made a presentation on the administrative reform of large scale which is now taking place. 
The group appreciated the presentation and the information.

6. Discussion Session

7-1  Port Security (Japan)
Japan made a presentation on Enhancement of Port facility Security in Japan, touching on the various aspects and details of the security measures implementation. 

In the discussion, Russia has pointed out the importance of security measures at the water side. 
Indonesia has pointed out the issue of responsible bodies for the assessment and planning of port security plans of land/water area.

7-2  APEC Port Database  (Japan)

The secretary revisited the current status and the issues of the APEC Port Database using last meeting’s discussion paper. The secretary lead the discussion by elaborating on the last meeting’s main conclusion that the group explore the issue further, especially on the things related to the objective of the Database.

 After discussing for a significant time, having many suggestions, the secretary summarized and suggested next three points;

Establishing a link page for region’s ports, intersessionally;

Consider establishing a project team for data collection for future discussion;

Seeking the possibility of utilizing the database system for every PEG projects when collecting the port related data.

7. Other Business Matters

8-1 The issue of APEC reform
The chair informed the group that HOD meeting has discussed the APEC reform, especially, that there will be a special task force at the next Bangkok meeting discussing the APEC reform, and there will be an assessment of each experts group on its objectives. 

After referencing to the original objective of the group, the group revised it and confirmed as;

This expert group seeks to improve efficiency of ports and related activities through the exchange of information and expertise among port experts and programs, and to improve port capacities in the APEC region.

These goals are obtained through the identification of common issues and formulation of action plans.

8-2 New Project Proposal

Indonesia has expressed its interest in making a proposal for ‘Harmonization of rules and procedures of privatization of ports within the APEC region’.

The chair asked the secretariat to assist Indonesia make the proposal document, and the proposal will be discussed intersessionally.

8. Technical tour

Technical tour to Lard Krabang ICD and Laem Chabang Port was planned on Thursday by the courtesy of Marine Department, Ministry of Transport Thailand. Port Experts were encouraged to join. 


