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1. The RTHP Meeting chaired by the Republic of Korea was held from May 31 – June 1, 2005.
Delegates from Australia, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Republic of Korea, Singapore, and the USA participated in this meeting.  The International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA) also attended as an official guest.
2. The Chair, Mr. Woo Jin Jung, made an opening speech, noting the importance of RTHP and regional cooperation effort.  He also asked the delegates for a joint effort to renew impetus of the RTHP.  He thanked the United States of America for hosting the 25th APEC Transportation Working Group meeting and welcomed delegates.

3. The RTHP group reviewed the provisional agenda that was drafted, circulated and presented by the Chair.  The agenda was adopted unanimously by the group.

4. The Chair briefly reviewed the results of the last RTHP Meeting held at the 24th APEC TPT-WG including the progress reports of Action Plan to introduce ECE Regulations by member economies and the three project proposals/activities discussed.
5. Progress on introduction of ECE regulations were given by each economy as follows.
a. Chinese Taipei:  32 regulations based on ECE regulations were published on November 10, 2004.  These regulations will be enforced over the next three years.

b. Singapore: Plans to adopt ECE regulations has been delayed to 2007.

c. USA:  The USA is not a contracting party to 1958 Agreement.  It is a party to the 1998 Global Agreement.  They have initiated rulemaking to propose GTR 1 into their national standards.  A Final Rule is expected by the end of the year.  

d. Japan:  30 ECE regulations have been adopted since June 1998.  An additional candidates for adoption by 2007 were explained as JASIC draft.  Japan is also in the process of proposing amendments to modify existing ECE regulations and proposing new ECE regulations.  Japan will work to incorporate the requirements of GTR 1 into ECE R.11 into GRSP meeting and then accept the revised ECE R.11.

e. Korea:  Korea is a contracting party to both of the 1958 and the 1998 Agreements and is actively participating in WP29 and the GR groups.  In 2005, Korea adopted 3 ECE regulations.  In 2006, there are plans to incorporate an additional 5 ECE regulations. 
6. Continuing from the last meeting, the group discussed the following project proposals.
Technical support for APEC economies to establish automobile technical regulations
a. Japan currently holds technical support meetings offering their assistance to developing economies interested in adopting ECE regulations.  

b. IMMA presented a list of Core Regulations for motorcycles.  It was decided that the list will be distributed by the Chair to other economies for consideration of adoption by the group at its next meeting.
c. The United States encourage the development and adoption of global technical regulations as a means to incorporating regulations.

d. The Chair requested the economies to consider a formal system for providing technical supports to interested economies for presentation at the next meeting.  Japan was asked to provide input as they have experience in this effort.
Joint study on vehicle regulations proposal
e. The Chair stressed that the group needs to revitalize and enhance APEC participation in WP29 and suggested that we discuss areas for joint study such as hybrid and fuel cell vehicles or in the area of Advanced Safety Vehicles.
f. The US urged participation directly in GRPE on the subject.
g. Participating economies stated that they will study the proposal further and try to come up with practical ideas for joint studies.
7. The group discussed APEC participation in WP29 with aim to strengthening the influence of APEC economies at WP29.  The group agreed that this could not be pursued further due to legal reasons.  In addition, the US stated that it did not view this good idea and instead suggested informal collaboration among APEC economies on issues that may be discussed at WP29.

8. Renaming of RTHP

The Chair asked that the delegates consider and/or suggest a new name for the group to better reflect its mission.  Five or 6 proposals were considered and the group unanimously agreed that the group will be renamed as Vehicle Standards Harmonization Group (VSHG).

9. Election of a new Chairperson

The Chair expressed the need to elect a new chair.  Comments from economies included postponing the discussion to the next meeting so that economies not attending this meeting could be given the opportunity to express their views as well as to consider becoming the new chair.  Korea stated that it would continue as the Chair and this matter would be discussed again at the next meeting of the group.

RECOMMENDATIONS

10. The RTHP group makes the following recommendations to the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry: 

a. That the group has renamed itself and will be called the Vehicle Standards Harmonization Group in the future.
b. That the group seeks a new chairperson and requests all economies to considering chairing the group.
c. That the group has a number of important issues to discuss and would like to encourage the participation of more economies at its future meetings.
