TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP OPERATIONAL PLAN

I. TRADE AND INVESTMENT LIBERALISATION AND FACILITATION COLLECTIVE ACTIONS

STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

	Collective Actions
	Future Follow-up by the WG
	Outcomes(s)
	Timeframe *
	Benefits
	Beneficiaries

	Road Transport Harmonisation: 

Complete the Road Transport Harmonisation Project; encourage the use of the ‘model’ Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Automotive Product developed by the TPT-WG; increase dialogue with the UN/ECE; and take steps to participate, at the earliest date possible, in the existing 1958 Agreement and/or the 1998 Agreement”.

Co-operate with the Automotive Dialogue in its activities 

on automotive technical regulations.

(Lead Economy: Korea)


	Phase V of the RTHP, commenced in 1999, seeks to provide advice to APEC member economies to assist them over the next five years in achieving Bogor Declaration objectives. Phase V, Stage 1 provides guidelines for APEC economies to actively participate in United Nations ECE Working Party 29 and provides advice and steps to achieve effective certification systems and harmonised regulations. Australia and Thailand volunteered as the pilot study economies. Seven volunteer APEC economies are participating in Stage 2 in 2000, and Stage 3 in 2002.  Two economies are participating to develop their action plan, Four economies are follow up their plan, and a Multilateral Workshop was held in conjunction with TPT21. 

Following Trade Ministers’ endorsement of the model Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Automotive Product, member economies are encouraged to utilise the MRA to facilitate trade. Ministers also encouraged dialogue with UN/ECE in connection with the 1998 global agreement and/or 1958 agreement on road vehicle regulations.

Several member economies have either signed or have made commitment to sign the UN/ECE Agreements.


	Establishment of mutual recognition arrangements for automotive product between APEC members.

Member economies are actively engaged in reviewing their regulatory arrangements in accordance with the Operational Plan.

Member economies will participate in UN/ECE WP29 activities and take steps to join, at the earliest date possible, the related agreements.

Implementation in the Region of technical regulations for road vehicle safety and environmental protection based on world regulations developed through the United Nations. 

Accession to 1958 agreement: Australia; Japan; New Zealand; Russia.

Accession to 1998 Agreement: Korea; Canada; China; Japan; New Zealand; Russia; USA.


	ST/MT

ST/MT

ST/MT/LT

MT/LT

MT/LT

MT/LT


	Improved safety and environmental protection in the APEC Region.

Realising the Bogor Declaration objectives of “free and open trade” through the reduction of technical barriers to trade.

The implementation of effective certification systems and harmonised vehicle regulations.


	Consumers through improved road safety and potentially reduced costs.  

Regulatory agencies, through reduced administration resources.  

Industry, through surety of market access and potentially reduced costs.



	Electronic Commerce: Pursue the paperless trading goals of 2005/2010 in collaboration with other APEC fora and determine the future direction in the adoption of electronic commerce (EC) as widely as possible throughout the transport sector in the region.  As part of the paperless trading initiative, eliminate the requirement for paper documents (both regulatory and institutional) for the key messages relevant to international transport and trade as soon as practicable by 2005.

(Lead Economy:  Australia)

(Note these goals will be formally pursued by the Intermodal Taskforce and Intelligent Transport System Working Groups)


	At TPT-WG 23, ITF/EC Joint Meeting considered progress reports on the following projects:

1. APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project.

2. Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Group Pilot Project.

3. Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Project.

Work on the APEC Paperless Trading project is now completed. 

The Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Project is due to be finalised by 30 June 2004. The Electronic Intra Port Discussion Group Pilot Project is half way and due to complete at the end of December 2004.

The Electronic Commerce Group agreed to merge with the Intermodal Task Force as its project work is due to complete at the end of 2004. 


	A plan or program to facilitate or assist all APEC economies to increasingly use EC in the transport sector in the region.  

Removal of regulatory requirements for paper documents including initiatives to achieve the APEC paperless trading targets of 2005 for developing, and 2010 for developed economies. 
	LT

MT/LT


	A coordinated approach to EC in the APEC region. 

Increased use of electronic commerce in government and business transactions. 

More efficient supply chains in the region.


	Government, business and consumers in the APEC economies.

	Air Services: To respond to the Auckland Leaders Declaration as it referred to air services.

(Lead Economy: China)


	1. Progress on implementing the eight steps will be recorded through an annual survey completed by each APEC economy.  The aggregated results will be reported to SOM.

Input by individual economies to the survey will be kept confidential.  Australia has agreed to coordinate the survey and report its findings to the SC/CT.  

2. TPT-WG continuing to cooperate with external fora in sharing information on liberalisation of international air services.

3. Economies are encouraged to continue to report to TPT-WG their progress in implementing the steps for more competitive air services on a voluntary basis, including a bilateral and/or plurilateral approach, and this will be a permanent agenda item for the Air Services Group.


	Implement the recommendations of the TPT-WG 18, 19 and 20 Special Air Services meetings, including conducting an annual survey to report to APEC Leaders, through SOM, annual progress in implementing liberalisation of air services in the Asia-Pacific Region. 
	Annual progress reports to SOM

ST 
	Contribute to the Bogor Goals, Osaka Action Agenda and the development of tourism and trade by encouraging more competitive air services and by developing within APEC a better understanding of air services policies and practices. 


	All users and providers of air services in the Asia-Pacific Region.

	Maritime Initiative: To develop an efficient, safe and competitive operating environment for maritime transport in the region.

(Lead Economy: Japan)
	With regards to the TILF special account project “Facilitation of   International Shipping”, the final report was delivered in 2001 and further discussion on the report has been initiated since TPT-WG20.
As to WTO negotiations on maritime transport services, members exchange views and information on the negotiations. The Chair of the MI encouraged members to discuss at an early stage, and thus deepen, their understanding of multimodal transport.

Joint meetings between MI and ITF to discuss maritime intermodal issues will be held as appropriate.

In the Steering Committee of “More Competitive Transportation Industry” of the 21st TPT-WG, “Efficiency in the Facilitation of International Seaborne Trade Project” was reported and approved. In this connection, the Steering Committee recommended MI members to address “consideration of recommendations concerning “Adoption of FAL Form Usage”, in accordance with this report. Members discussed it at the 22nd and 23rd TPT-WG. The MI requests the Steering Committee to provide further guidance on specific issues the MI should consider, given the significant progress in information technology and documentation management since the FAL convention was adopted by IMO in the 1960s.

	Development of an efficient, safe and competitive operating environment for maritime transport in the region.

Final report of the TILF project “Facilitation of International Shipping”.
	ST/MT
	Development of an efficient, safe and competitive operating environment for maritime transport.

Improved transparency of maritime policies.
	Government and maritime policy administrators, through increased knowledge of maritime policy.

Shipowners, through safer, more efficient and more competitive operating environments.

Port agencies and enterprises, through safer, more efficient and more competitive operating environments.

Importers, exporters and the community, through better access to efficient and reliable shipping services.

	Port Experts Group: 

This expert group seeks to improve efficiency through the exchange of information and expertise among port experts and programs, and to improve port capacities in the APEC region.  These goals are obtained through the identification of common issues and formulation of action plans. 

(Lead Economy: Japan)
	The Group was endorsed at the Ministerial Meeting in June 1997. 

The Port Experts Group moves forward four (4) on-going projects and will complete the first three of them by the spring of next year.

Four (4) on-going project are entitled as: 

(1) Electronic Port Manifests 

(2) Port and Inter-Modal Interface 

(3) Port Investment

(4) Technical Standards of Ports in the APEC Region

The Port Experts Group has started one (1) new project. The project is entitled as:

(1) Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region 
	Operation of the Port Database

Operational Guidelines of the Database

Report on six (6) themes and their summary


	ST/MT
	Promotion of trade through lessening distribution costs and improving the efficiency of port service.
	Port users and those who benefit from the use of ports, as well as port operators.


* Timeframe (applies if no specific dates):  ST (short term) = 2003-2004  MT (medium term) = 2004-2007  LT (long-term) = 2007-2012
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