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OBJECTIVE:  To provide information about a major reform to transport planning and funding in Australia. AusLink is a new national planning, decision-making and funding framework for Australia’s land transport infrastructure.

BACKGROUND:
AusLink takes a multi-modal approach to the planning and funding of Australia’s national roads and railways. The idea is to take a long-term strategic approach to managing the infrastructure needs carriage of people and goods on land. For the first time, Australia’s major road and rail systems will be planned and developed together to produce an integrated and sustainable National Network. It is designed to ensure that Australia’s national land transport system is better placed to meet future challenges – economic, social and environmental - and funding that is allocated according to national transport and planning outcomes, not modal or jurisdictional splits. AusLink has been developed through an extensive consultation process with State, Territory and Local Governments, independent and other stakeholders.

The AusLink framework

Core components of AusLink:

· A defined National Network of important national road and rail infrastructure links (urban and inter-urban), links to ports and airports and their intermodal connections. This network is of critical importance to national and regional economic growth, development and mobility.

· The five-year National Land Transport Plan, which outlines the Government’s approach to improving and integrating the National Network and the investments it will make. It includes many identified projects and the funding the Government has allocated to each project.

· A single funding regime for the National Network, enabling funding to be applied to either road or rail, dependent on best meeting the transport outcome rather than the mode.

· Separately earmarked funding for local and regional transport improvements

· New legislative, intergovernmental and institutional mechanisms

· Competitive long-term strategies for each of the major transport corridors of the AusLink National Network so that national priorities can be met in the most effective way. This will give Australia a coordinated long-term national approach to transport infrastructure development.

Funding

The Australian Government is allocating a total of $12.5 billion for road and rail transport over the five years to 2008-09.

Components of this funding include:

· $9.7 billion to AusLink

- $8.1 billion for the new AusLink National Network; and

- $1.6 billion for the AusLink Roads to Recovery programme

· $2.6 billion in untied local road grants

· $180 million under the National Black Spot programme

The AusLink funding represents an increase of almost $4 billion on existing funding.  

In addition, the Australian Rail Track Corporation will invest $872 million over the next five years in the critical eastern seaboard north-south rail links on the AusLink National Network. Combined with AusLink’s rail funding this will provide a major boost to national rail transport in Australia. The vital north-south inter-state corridors will be improved to increase rail’s market competitiveness, improve intermodal integration (coordination between different transport modes) and take some of the burden of increasing freight volume off roads.

The Australian Government will concentrate significant funding to the AusLink National Network but will not fully fund it, as it includes links that were previously jointly funded with State and Territories or were fully funded by them.

AusLink also includes an Australian Government contribution of $1.5 billion over five years for maintenance work on the road component of the AusLink National Network.

Further information about AusLink, including the White Paper and fact sheets can be found at this website: www.auslink.gov.au
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