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APEC Support Fund Key Issues

Objective

· The objective of the ASF is to serve as a flexible funding mechanism to meet capacity building needs for APEC developing economies in APEC’s agreed high priority sectors for ECOTECH. 

Contributions

· The ASF will permit two types of contributions – general and tied. General contributions will be allocated to APEC identified priorities through the BMC and SOM processes. Tied contributions are donor contributions to a specific APEC priority area (for example anti-corruption or counter-terrorism).

· The APEC Secretariat will sign MOUs with donors re expenditure of their funds.

Projects

· Projects for funding are open for participation by all APEC members (Contributions (co-financing or in-kind) from proposing and/or participating economies (excluding donors to the ASF) are required). 

· Funding will be available only for capacity building projects that primarily benefit developing economy members. 

· Project proposals will be assessed by the Secretariat, following consideration by the relevant APEC fora, against several criteria:

· the degree to which the proposal meets the objectives and priorities of APEC;

· the degree to which the proposal meets the requirements of the Quality Assurance Framework; and

· value for money.

· The Secretariat’s assessment will be forwarded to the BMC for consideration, prioritization and approval. 

· Projects under the ASF will be assessed, monitored and implemented under a comprehensive project management and evaluation framework. 
· The procedures governing the ASF will be outlined in the Guidebook on APEC Projects. 

Types of APEC projects to submit for APEC Support Fund Funding

Projects that meet one of the ECOTECH priorities (or at least fit in with the ECOTECH themes) or identified by Leaders as a high priority:

· Integration into the Global Economy;   
· Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building; 
· Promoting the Development of Knowledge-Based Economies; 
· Addressing the Social Dimension of Globalization
Projects that build capacity in a developing member economy

Projects that are of high quality - well planned, well-targeted (Projects must be assessed by the QAF).
Projects do not need a self-funded component although evidence of APEC member commitment is required.

Projects are not limited financially- except by the total funds in the APEC Support Fund.

How to Apply for APEC Support Fund Funding

Project proponents should apply for funding in the usual manner, using the standard project application form.  When filling out the form, tick the ASF box to be considered for ASF funding.  It is recommended that if you meet the criteria for both Operational Account and ASF funding, you should tick both boxes in order to be considered under each.  The BMC will make the final decision according to demand and suitability. 

Projects should be submitted to the Secretariat (through the relevant PSM) to be assessed prior to BMC.  Enough time should be allowed to enable suggested improvements to the proposal to be completed.  

