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At the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in July 2004 Ministers directed the Transportation Working Group to develop a ‘roadmap consistent with APEC principles’, to describe ‘the remaining work required for reaching the Bogor Goals of trade liberalization and facilitation as well as economic and technical assistance in all modes of transportation’ (our emphasis). [The Bogor Goals: ‘Free and open trade and investment in Asia-Pacific by 2010 for developed economies and 2020 for developing economies.’]

In line with APEC’s approach to the Mid-Term Stocktake of member economies’ progress toward meeting the Bogor Goals, the tenor of the Roadmap would be to treat the Bogor Goals as a best practice target rather than interpret them in a literal manner. The Roadmap is primarily intended to refocus the TPT-WG’s work on transport liberalisation and facilitation.

The underlying assumption of the Roadmap is that there are many different routes by which each economy can reach the same goals. The Roadmap should:

· propose new and innovative ways of reaching the Bogor Goals;

· be manageable and sensitive to the different needs and timeframes of developed and developing economies;

· be the result of input from all APEC economies.

The Roadmap should encompass defined benchmarks for measuring progress and reporting mechanisms. We suggest the following reporting structure:

· 2005 TPT-WG25 approach to Roadmap agreed;

· Mid 2005 contact ABAC for building a closer relationship to discuss future trends and key areas of common interest;

· Late 2005 survey questions sent to APEC economies;

· 2006 Roadmap Completion Report sent to all economies for consultations and agreement;

· Short biannual reviews;

· 2007 Report against Roadmap;

· 2009 Assessment of progress as outlined in the Roadmap;

· 2010 Bogor Goals for developed economies;

· 2020 Bogor Goals for developing economies.
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As the first step in developing the Roadmap we wish to define the criteria that will set the framework for the Roadmap. The principles set out here have been agreed during discussions at Transportation Ministerial Meetings and in the Transportation Working Group.

· Ensure a safe, secure, efficient, integrated and environmentally sustainable transportation system for the Asia-Pacific Region;

· Promote economic and technical cooperation especially for developing economies;

· Promote and harness new technologies and best practices to facilitate travel and trade;

· Promote intermodalism as a possibility of exploring innovative solutions to transportation challenges in the region;

· Cooperate to address institutional constraints affecting the efficient provision of transportation services in the region, including cross-border facilitation;

· Continue to pursue the harmonisation of standards in all modes of transport and in information technology applications;

· Promote timely rational investment in the region’s transport infrastructure, and to encourage efficient use of existing infrastructure through the application of appropriate technology, trade and transport facilitation techniques;

· Promote transport security;

· Build human capacity and institutional development.
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As the next step we ask that the TPT-WG agree to the following model for developing the Roadmap. 

Aiming for a wide-ranging analysis to lead the future direction of the transportation area in APEC on how we reach the Bogor Goals, Australia suggests, in consultation with Brunei Darussalam and Singapore, that the Roadmap incorporates input from all economies as well as the international business community. To that end surveys may provide the best foundation for a comprehensive report. 
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Stage I (Industry Report Card). The aim is to consult industry for their view of future trends in the transport sector and key areas of common interest.

We propose to gain this insight from liaising with industry through ABAC.

Stage II (survey of economies). The aim of the survey is for the economies to identify future trends in the transport sector and key areas of common interest.

We propose to gain this insight from a survey in two sections (more specific questions will be developed and sent to economies):

A. Comment on the future trends and key areas of common interest identified in the Industry Report Card (Stage I);

B. Identify future trends and key areas of common interest by economies. It might be possible to use the latest version of WTO trade policy review as the basis for this part.

Stage III. Roadmap Completion Report

The aim of the completion report is to suggest a list of recommendations for reaching the Bogor Goals. The recommendations will be based on an analysis of the future trends and key areas of common interest identified by industry and economies. The report will be structured by economy according to sector and mode, as well as APEC as a whole.

It is instrumental that Stage I is completed before Stage II is commenced because economies need to take industry views into consideration in their own responses. Australia offers to synthesise the submissions for Stage I, in consultation with Brunei Darussalam and Singapore, and suggests that a working group be convened at TPT-WG25 to analyse responses from Stage II into a report for consideration at a TPT-WG meeting.
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We propose that the Roadmap, as part of a larger reform program for the TPT-WG, does not repeat but takes account of processes already in place, such as:


Individual Action Plans; reporting specific actions undertaken during the year, current status and actions planned for the following year.


The Osaka Action Agenda; discusses the principles underpinning APEC work and lists specific areas to be addressed by the TPT-WG.


Stocktake of the Transportation Working Group; its activities and business practices. (This process is part of current TPT-WG reforms).





We propose that the Transportation Working Group agree to let this set of principles guide the Roadmap. 








We suggest a Roadmap in three different stages:


I.  Industry Report Card (through ABAC);


II. Survey from economies;


III. Completion Report of Roadmap.








MODEL FOR THE ROADMAP FOR THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP TO REACH THE BOGOR GOALS





(proposed by Australia, Brunei Darussalam and Singapore)





RECOMMENDATIONS:


TPT-WG agrees to the set of principles outlined in this paper to guide the work for the Roadmap;


TPT-WG agrees to the model for developing the Roadmap in three stages;


TPT-WG agrees that Australia, in consultation with Brunei Darussalam and Singapore, synthesise Stage I;


TPT-WG agrees that a working group under TPT-WG be appointed to analyse responses from Stage II;


TPT-WG agrees that a working group under TPT-WG be appointed to suggest a list of recommendations for reaching the Bogor Goals.
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