25th APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

MAY 31-JUNE 3, 2005

OVERVIEW of Issues to be considered at TPT-25

SUBMITTED BY THE LEAD SHEPHERD

The Transportation Working Group will focus on a number of substantive issues as we implement Leaders and Ministers mandates established by the declaration in Santiago, and the Transportation Ministerial statement in Bali.

This meeting will consider the priority items announced by Korea as APEC host for 2005 and adopted at SOM I.  This will include taking stock on Bogor goals, APEC’s response to natural disasters, and efforts to improve human security. 

In addition, as this is the first meeting since the TPT adopted new reform measures, every attempt should be made to institutionalize reforms that were adopted in Bangkok.  I express my sincere thanks to the Deputy Lead Shepherd for his efforts, and the work of all Heads of Delegation ( HOD) in adopting the much needed reforms.

This paper outlines the priority issues to be considered at TPT-25, and expected deliverables and goals for this meeting.

TOWARDS ONE COMMUNITY:  “MEET THE CHALLENGE, MAKE THE CHANGE”

APEC is at a crucial time in its development.  We are currently halfway between the formation of the organization in 1989, and the realization of Bogor goals in 2020.  At its heart APEC is a trade organization, and the expansion of trade and economic development among member economies is the foundation for its work.  Leaders have asked all groups to take stock of where we are with implementing Bogor Goals on free and open trade and investment in the region.

I have requested that all member economies table papers at TPT-25 on developments in their transportation sector to implement the Bogor goals.  This information may have already been developed and listed in member economies Individual Action Plans.   Further, I am tasking the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation to work with the chairs of the maritime initiative and the air services group to develop a comprehensive paper on the TPT’s progress towards Bogor.  I am requesting that the Maritime Initiative Group and Air Services Group have on their agendas a review of accomplishments, and proposed actions to fully implement Bogor goals.    We must report to our ministers and to APEC leaders on our individual and collective progress.  I encourage all economies to be ambitious, flexible, and thoughtful in exploring various options to achieve the Leaders goals of liberalization in the transportation sector. 

Facilitation of trade can be best accomplished by a secure and safe transportation system.  Member economies have worked together to develop the STAR initiative to combat terrorism, and improve the efficient movement of people and goods.  The goals of STAR impact greatly on the transportation sector, and I recommend that the HOD’s and the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE) review where we are implementing the goals of STAR, specifically the goal of 100% baggage screening.  The TPT has been instructed by our Ministers to keep them abreast on the full implementation of STAR.  Further, we have embarked on a maritime security technical assistance program. The HOD’s should be briefed on the progress, and how such efforts can assist in other modes of transportation.

Ministers have also directed the TPT to implement a Road Safety technical assistance program, and improve our cooperation in aviation safety.  It is recommended that progress on these efforts be included in the HOD, and SCSE agendas.

The APEC family experienced a tragic natural disaster that resulted in a tremendous loss of life to member economies.  The chair believes that the TPT has a role to play in assisting in the relief and rehabilitation of economies that have been affected by disasters, and recommends a plan of action be endorsed at TPT-25. A paper has been submitted for HOD consideration and economies are encouraged to table papers on possible efforts that the TPT can explore in contributing to the rehabilitation of transportation infrastructure, and aiding in relief efforts for future disasters.  The SOM has created a special task force on this topic, and a discussion of transportation efforts will contribute greatly to the Leaders and Ministers deliberations.

Improving the development of transportation professionals is an important topic for all modes of transportation.  The safety and security of the regional transportation industry is a reflection of policies, and the development of our experts.  I employ the Steering Committee on Human Resource Development (SCHRD) chair to work with member economies to develop technical assistance efforts in all modes of transportation, and to begin the development of a comprehensive plan for the region to ensure we have in place the right skills to address the current and future needs of our industry.  The chair proposes that a discussion on professional exchange with member economies and regional development banks be placed on the HOD and SCHRD agendas.   

TPT-25 is the first meeting of 2005, and the second meeting since the Bali Ministerial, I employ all economies to be creative as we seek to fulfill our Leader’s and Ministers directives.  

I look forward to an engaging and substantive discussion of the issues I have outlined, and others as proposed by the Heads of Delegation.            

MEETING DELIVERABLES

· TPT paper on progress towards Bogor goals.  The United States has tabled a paper on our progress in the transport sector. (attachment)

Aviation Sector and Maritime Sector are to develop action plans.

· The Chair will table a proposal on utilizing technology to increase access for the disabled.  

Submittal of proposal for APEC project funding to conduct workshops in Bali, Indonesia, and Manila, the Philippines to raise awareness about the potential for universal design and ITS to improve accessible transit for people with disabilities and older adults. The workshops would convene officials from the U.S.A., Japan, the World Bank, and other officials from the ITS and disability communities from the host economies. The project proposal will be submitted for review and funding request during the APEC TPT-WG 25 meeting.

· Implementation of the Road Safety Program.  Thailand and the U.S. will formally announce the plans for the implementation of the data project.

· The Chair will announce a major aviation safety project funded by USTDA ($150,000) on emerging aviation technologies.

· The chair will report on the second phase of the ISPS implementation project.  The first Phase occurred in March in Manila.  The training session was extremely successful and was reported to the SOM. 

· The Chair. will kick off the APEC funded Secure Trade project, ($250,000) under the leadership of the U.S. chair.   

Start of Phases 3-5 of the APEC Secure Trade Project.  This project will conduct an evaluation of the economics of Trade Security Enhancement via the Smart and Secure Trade Lanes (SST) Initiative. A special focus will be placed on the evaluation of processes and techniques using Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) technologies.  The start of the project includes the development of a Request for Proposals for a consultant effort to conduct the evaluation.  The Request for Proposals will be shared with the APEC economies during the APEC TPT-WG 25 meeting.

· The Chair will table two proposals for the Air Services Group: 
The 1999 Montreal Convention (Unification of Certain Rules for International 
       Carriage by Air); the 2001 Capetown Convention (International Interests 

       in Mobile Equipment)

· The Chair will table a paper on suggested disaster relief efforts by the TPT 
