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OVERVIEW of Issues to be considered at TPT-26
SUBMITTED BY THE LEAD SHEPHERD

The Transportation Working Group will focus on a number of substantive issues as we implement Leaders and Ministers mandates established by the declaration in Santiago, and the Transportation Ministerial statement in Bali, and prepare for the forthcoming Leaders Meeting in Busan.
This agenda of the group will focus on specific items identified from SOM meetings, and the 25th meeting of the TPT.  This will include advancing the plan for implementing Bogor goals on trade, implementing new security measures (land security), and adopting new reforms to advance the TPT agenda.  

The meeting should consider fundamental changes in how the TPT-WG interacts with industry, associations, and multilateral institutions.  Further, the chair proposes that an in depth discussion be held on how projects are managed, and the need for better oversight in reaping the desired results from our investment. 
Further, the chair will be recommending a fundamental reorganization of the TPT, consistent with achieving our goals, and allowing the appropriate expertise to be present for progress.  
This paper outlines the priority issues to be considered at TPT-26, and expected deliverables and goals for this meeting.

TPT 26:  Meeting the Challenge for Prosperity
APEC 2005 is preparing for the forthcoming Leaders and Ministerial meetings, hosted by Korea.  At the heart of these meetings will be the vision of our leadership and the progress of the experts.  The TPT has to be responsive to the APEC leadership and provide substantive results.  We must fulfill our work in a manner to facilitate trade, and inspire industry participation in policy and in financing our initiatives.  

I am asking that all expert groups be prepared to make reports on their yearly accomplishments with the understanding that we are continuing to streamline the TPT and make it more efficient.  The HODs will be considering a number of proposals to make the group more responsive to Ministers and Leaders directives.
At its heart APEC is a trade organization, and the expansion of trade and economic development among member economies is the foundation for its work.  Leaders have asked all groups to take stock of where we are with implementing Bogor Goals on free and open trade and investment in the region.  Each expert group should produce a one pager on accomplishments, and next steps.  Some of this work was accomplished at TPT-25, especially the maritime group, but I urge all expert groups to push the envelope. 
At TPT-25 I requested all economies to submit reports on developments in their transportation sector to implement the Bogor goals.  Five economies (Australia, Indonesia, Japan, New Zealand and the United States) tabled reports at TPT-25.   The TPT should be in a position to provide our leadership with a summary report on the status of Bogor implementation for all member economies.  Those economies that have not done so are ask to provide their submissions at TPT-26.  
Further, I am tasking the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation to provide a report on the status of the “Model for the Roadmap for the APEC Transportation Working Group to Reach the Bogor Goals”, endorsed at TPT-25
I am requesting that the Maritime Initiative Group, Air Services Group, and the RHTP have on their agendas the development of agreed summary text on Bogor implementation.  Summary options of all initiatives to reach our goals of free and open trade in the APEC region should be included in this draft text.   In addition, it would be useful for the development of a matrix showcasing multi-lateral, and bilateral progress in implementing Bogor from 1994 to the present.
I am requesting the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment Friendly to evaluate the progress in ISPS project, the road safety project, and full implementation of STAR goals on the agreed timeline.  Progress on our security initiatives will be reported to Leaders and we need to provide some suggested language for the Ministerial and Leaders statements.  In addition, while our land security project was not approved by the BMC, I recommend that we revise the proposal and resubmit it in early 2006.  
I am requested that the Steering Committee on Human Resource Development (SCHRD) review its activities to determine if we are fulfilling Ministerial objectives.  In addition, a scope on future professional exchange programs should be included in their agenda.  This would especially apply to potential activities to address natural disaster relief.  The chair believes that the TPT has a role to play in assisting in the relief and rehabilitation of economies that have been affected by disasters, and recommends a plan of action be developed in the SCHRD. 
The chair proposes that a discussion on professional exchange with member economies and cooperation with international finance institutions be placed on the HOD and SCHRD agendas. 
All expert groups are requested to report on the planned implementation of all 2005 TPT approved projects
The HOD meeting will consider a number of issues including reform and restructuring of the TPT, policy reform, and a review of the Quality Assessment Framework.
I recommend that the MSEG, IEG, ASG, RSEG, RHTP, and the MEG meet at the 26th TPT meeting.  The aviation safety experts group will meet in conjunction with their workshop in Singapore, September 20-23.   The next meeting of the GIT, GIT/8, will be hosted by the Civil Aviation Authority of Korea 31 October – 4  November, 2005.  The ASEG will meet in November in Hong Kong, China.
TPT-26 is the final meeting of 2005, and I employ all economies to be creative as we seek to fulfill our Leaders and Ministers directives.  

I look forward to an engaging and substantive discussion of the issues I have outlined, and others as proposed by the Heads of Delegation.            


MEETING DELIVERABLES








TPT paper on progress towards Bogor goals


Air services group, RHTP, and maritime experts group are to develop text to be considered by the TPT HODS and forwarded to APEC Ministers.  





Update Implementation of the Road Safety Program.  





MSEG chair will report on the second phase of the ISPS implementation project.  . 





TPT text on progress towards STAR implementation.








TPT Reform
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