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The emergence of a virus with pandemic potential poses a risk to nations everywhere and the potential economic and social impact faced by the international community requires a cooperative and coordinated response.  The United States is committed to working with the international community, the World Health Organization (WHO), and other international partners to address the threat posed by public health emergencies of international concern, such as pandemic influenza.  The United States, in cooperation with the international community, seeks to coordinate the efforts of our international partners in preparedness and communication, surveillance and detection, and response and containment efforts to the benefit of the international community.

The containment of an influenza virus with pandemic potential at its origin, wherever the outbreak occurs, is a critical element of pandemic response efforts.  Containment is most effective when approached globally, with all countries striving to achieve common goals.  While complete containment might not be successful, we recognize that a series of containment efforts could slow the spread of a virus, thereby providing valuable time to all nations to activate their domestic response plans.

The WHO, the United States, and other governments throughout the world have recognized exit screening of international passengers as a critical element of any international effort to slow or stop the spread of a pandemic.  The newly agreed WHO International Health Regulations (IHR), which will go into effect in June of 2007, reflect the importance of exit screening and specifically mention it as a containment measure that could be recommended to member nations, and implemented in the event of a public health emergency of international concern.  In late May 2006, the World Health Assembly will consider a resolution that asks Member States to voluntarily comply with the IHRs immediately, rather than waiting for them to go into formal effect in June 2007.  The US strongly supports immediate voluntary compliance with the IHRs.
It is the position of the United States that exit screening will be an integral part of any international effort to contain or slow the spread of a pandemic, and that all nations should be prepared to implement effective exit screening as part of their pandemic response plans.  We are in the process of developing protocols for entry and exit screening and we hope to be able to share our plans with you in the coming months.  
The United States intends to take a risk-based and layered approach to international traveler screening that will include exit screening at the point of embarkation, en route screening, and entry screening at the point of arrival of all travelers in aviation that wish to enter the United States during a pandemic.  The screening of international travelers will utilize a toolbox of measures that, when employed concurrently, can effectively assess the characteristics of an individual traveler that could make him a threat to public health in the United States and North America.  Exit screening will be implemented once a pandemic reaches the United States, and will continue until such time that all regions of the world are affected, and there is agreement within the international community that exit screening is no longer an effective international containment measure.
The United States is committed to working with the APEC economies and the international community to prepare for and respond to public health emergencies of international concern, such as pandemic influenza.  Exit screening is considered an effective method to slow the spread of a pandemic virus, allowing the nations of the world to implement their pandemic response plans and protect their populations.  The United States looks forward to working with the APEC economies and the international community on pandemic preparedness and planning to include robust containment measures such as exit screening.
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