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Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration
ANNEX C  Services

18 December 2005

agreed to pursue plurilateral negotiations in addition to 
bilateral negotiations
set timelines:

submit plurilateral request by 28 Feb 2006
submit 2nd revised offer by 31 July 2006
submit final draft schedules by 31 Oct 2006

Plurilateral requests
The following 20 collective requests have been tabled:

Air Transport Services, Services Related to Agriculture, 
Architectural Engineering and Integrated Engineering
Services, Financial Services, Audiovisual Services,
Computer and Related Services, Construction Services,
Cross Border Supply, Distribution Services,
Education Services, Energy Services, 
Environmental Services, Legal Services, Logistics Services,
Maritime Transport Services, MFN Exemptions, Mode 3,
Mode 4, Postal and Courier Services, 
Telecommunications Services
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Plurilateral request for MTS
Sent on 28 February, 2006
Requesting members:

Australia, Canada, (China,) EC & its member states, 
Hong Kong China, Iceland, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Switzerland, Taiwan

Requested members (26):
Argentina, Brazil, Brunei, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, 
Egypt, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Kuwait, Malaysia, Morocco,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Singapore, 
South Africa, Thailand, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, 
United States, Uruguay

Plurilateral request for MTS
Requested members are urged to make new or improved 
commitments in accordance with the Maritime Model Schedule, with 
particular reference to the following points:

(a) commitments on International Freight Transport
- elimination of cargo reservations
- elimination of restrictions on foreign equity participation
- elimination of restrictions on the right to establish a commercial 

presence
- elimination of nationality requirements of board members
- elimination of any other preferential treatment
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Plurilateral request for MTS
(b) commitments on Maritime Auxiliary Services

- elimination of restrictions on foreign equity participation
- elimination of restrictions on the right to establish a 
commercial presence

- full commitments on consumption abroad and cross-border 
supply subject to technical feasibility

(c) additional commitments on the access to and the use of port 
services

(d) additional commitments on the access to and the use of 
services necessary for the conduct of multimodal transport 
operations

First Plurirateral Meeting for MTS
held on 30 March 2006 with representatives from 34 members
proceeded by explanation of the request, Q&A, discussion and 
arrangement of future work
Most members recognized the importance of MTS in world trade 
and found their market were relatively open.
Some members mentioned their sensitivities in some areas and 
concerns about a swift improvement of certain restrictions, but 
most members expressed their willingness to continue 
consideration and consultation of the request further.
Participants agreed the first meeting was extremely positive and 
constructive and it would be useful to continue the discussions
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Future Works

2nd Plurilateral meeting on 23 May
service week (3rd Plurilateral meeting) in late June
to submit 2nd revised offer by 31 July
service week in mid October 
to submit final draft schedules by 31 Oct 2006

to agree all outcome of the negotiations as a single 
undertaking 

Thank you


