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International relations development and integration of economies suppose new understanding of transport as one of the most important links of economic development all over the world.

In spite of the diversity of national economies, they are becoming dependent upon each other. Now the processes of competition in the transport sphere go side by side with the processes of transport systems integration.

The situation in European countries for last decades testifies the above fact. According to the European Conference of Ministers of Transport (ECMT) the development of transport system has considerably changed in last decades: the growth of international transport is more rapid then the national one. It is the result of reducing trade barriers, opening borders, considerable financial investments in   transport infrastructure, as well as stable national and international law systems. The volume of transport works in Europe has increased 4-5 times.

The same goals were set to Asian community at the meeting in Indonesia. The fact of signing the Bogor Declaration by the leaders Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) economies made the development of integration processes in the region possible, including by establishing the full regional transport network.

Open international markets must exist on the qualitative basis. The advantages of the open markets for consumers and economies are able to overweight all the lacks, if their regulation is planned in a proper way. The liberalization of free trade and investments implies maximum free transportation of goods, services and capital, barriers and tariff elimination, including borders and customs formalities. It also implies the increase of transparency in taking taxes while crossing the borders and the increase of the cargo security and safety on the whole way from the loading place to the destination point. The trade liberalization processes in a region are closely connected with the necessity of barriers and tariffs elimination for free trade in the region.

Nowadays transport being the conductor of integration processes in the region faces the same problems as the other main branches of economies. Transport sphere is interested in the flow of financial, technological and other resources of APEC countries. The more partners in this sphere we have the more opportunities we have in the investment policy. The Far Eastern and East-Siberian regions of Russia are primarily interested in these investments as far as they can be the base of the great export of goods to the Asia-Pacific Region (APR) countries. Right in these regions the considerable potential of hydrocarbon is concentrated which is in demand on the Asian market.

It is obvious that these projects need large investments and they can be
realized only by joint efforts of interested parties – the Russian Federation, constituent territories of the Russian Federation (regions-exporters), regions-consumers (in Russia and abroad) and countries-importers of energy.

Due to its geographical location Russia can objectively be the bridge connecting European and APEC countries and this opportunity can be used with maximum benefit. The base for transport integration in Asia is several regional transport networks which now are serving mainly separate states, but the real conditions of economic development require integration of these networks.

The intensive development of national parts of international transport corridors in those countries in which they are not developed enough yet should become the way of transport integration development between the Asia-Pacific Region economies. The existence of agreements between governments, determining regional transport structure in future, will allow to concentrate efforts on concrete projects, including national ones. Mutual realization of such projects will allow in a short period to obtain a considerable progress in improving the transport structure of the Asia-Pacific Region. By opening the national borders and thereby promoting the region's countries commodity circulation increment we will increase the share of the whole region in the world trade. This directly correlates with the aims of the World Trade Organization (WTO).

In the current situation, we should turn from the promotion of the national
interests to close cooperation, taking into consideration equal interests of the each
APEC economies. The help of the regional community to the economic presence strengthening of these countries in the region will first of all improve the position of community in the world.

Implementation of the Bogor Declaration by our country is observed on the
example of step-by-step transport infrastructure development based on some
conceptual documents adopted during the last 2 years.

The following fundamental documents have been developed recently: 

· Transport strategy of the Russian Federation;

· Marine doctrine of the Russian Federation for the period till the year 2020 (including issues on maritime safety providing).

The conception of the Russian Federation transport complex development has been elaborated. It stipulates free, non-discriminatory access of consumers to infrastructure objects and transport networks.

The following principles of transport modernization are reflected in
the Transport strategy of the Russian Federation. First of all the strategy accentuates on the elimination of breaks and bottlenecks in the infrastructure. 

Another direction of state transport policy is the development of international transport corridors systems and transit. The task to provide possibility to service up to 10 % of European-Asian transit was set for the Russian transport. The work on coordinated development of communications and transport hubs, transport technologies and information systems is constantly carried out in order to solve the above task. The issues on borders infrastructure development, improvement and increase of competitiveness of Russian transport-custom technologies on transport are considered separately.

The results of the implementation of these plans will be increase of transportation speed by the international transport corridors by 20-30% and 3 times increase of transportation by transport corridors by 2020 year. In absolute measure this is 60-70 million tons of cargo per year.

The implementation of this policy has been confirmed by the results of Russian transport complex work for the year 2005.

In 2005 the total volume of Russian cargo transported through seaports of Russia, Baltic states and Ukraine was 506.8 million tons (of which: 228.6 million tons of dry cargo, 278.2 million tons of oil cargoes), that is 8.4% increase of the above volume in comparison with the year 2004. 

The volume of Russian foreign trade cargo transported through seaports was 481.2 million tons, there was 33.0 million tons or 7.4% increase of the above volume comparing with the year 2004.

The volume of cargo turnover was 22.1 million tons more (or by 11.4%) due to dry cargo and 10.9 million tons more (or by 4.3%) due to oil cargoes.

The volume of Russian foreign trade cargoes transshipped through foreign ports is 99.8 million tons (67.8 million tons - through the Baltic foreign ports; 32.0 million tons – through the ports of Ukraine). This volume was by 3.7% less than in the year 2004.

In 2005 the Russian ports transshipped 406.9 million tons of cargo, of which 173.2 million tons of dry cargo, 233.7 million tons of oil cargoes. Among all the volume, export was 341.3 million tons, import was 25.3 million tons, transit – 14.7 million tons, coastal trade (cabotage) – 25.6 million tons or 83.9%, 6.2%, 3.6%, 6.3% correspondingly. 
Absolute measure of increase of Russian seaports cargo turnover in comparison with the previous year was 43.0 million tons, including dry cargo – 15.8 million tons, oil cargoes – 27.2 million tons.

Comparative figures of increase were:

· the whole Russia – 11.8%, including:

· dry cargo  – 10.0%;

· oil cargoes– 13.2%.

In 2005 cargo turnover of Russian North-West maritime basin increased in comparison with the previous year and was 178.5 million tons, i.e. there was 17.9% increase.

Cargo turnover of Russian South maritime basin increased in comparison with the previous year and was 159.0 million tons, i.e. there was 11.7% increase (dry cargo – 29.3%, bulk cargo – 5.7%).

Cargo turnover of Russian Far East maritime basin was almost on the same level. 

The most considerable increase was among the ports of North-West basin.
The main reason for that was growth of oil cargoes transshipment. The part of the basin in the total volume of cargo transshipment through the seaports of Russia increased up to 44%.

In the South basin as before the seaport of Novorossiysk is the leader in cargo handling. The part of this seaport in the cargo turnover volume of the basin’s seaports is more than 70%. 

Some ports of Far East basin increased the volume of cargo handling too. 

In 2005 at the Russian ports industrial projects of 31.42 million tons capacity and of 1347.33 running meters moorage wall length were put into operation, including: 

At the port of Saint Petersburg – the second stage of the container terminal (at the terminal of Litke in Kronshtadt) of 0.5 million tons capacity per year.

At the port of Kaliningrad – the berth No. 2 (246.4 running meters) of oil terminal (in the village of Izhevskoye) with 0.8 million tons increase of capacity per year after reconstruction; refrigerator of 4,000 square meters (0.12 million tons per year) for transshipment of  perishable cargo).

At the port of Ust-Luga – the second stage of coal terminal, including the berth No. 1 (155.9 running meters) and the berth No. 2 (248.4 running meters) and water-area expansion.

At the port of Vysotsk – the second stage of oil distributing-transshipment complex “Vysotsk-Lukoil-II” (8.2 million tons per year) with capacity increase up to 10.7 million tons per year.

At the port of Murmansk – the complex JSC ”Commandit Service” for black oil transshipment on Mokhnatkina Pakhta Cape (2 million tons per year).

At the port of Primorsk – OJSC “AK Transneft” reached 15.3 million tons increase of terminal crude oil transshipment and transshipped 57.3 million tons.

At the port of Novorosiysk – the pier No. 5 was reconstructed (the berths Nos. 26 and 27), the moorage wall length of which was 279.5 running metes, with 2 dolphins for transshipment of oil and other cargoes. Capacity of the pier is 4.2 million tons per year.

Besides at seaports industrial projects were put into operation:

At the port of Prigorodnoye (Sakhalin) – construction berths Nos. 1 (96 running meters) and 2 (50 running meters).

At Vostochny port – special purposes pier (100.8 running meters).

Regional Maritime Safety System in the Gulf of Finland, including construction of appropriate stations on Gogland, Sommers and Seskar islands.

At Makhachkala port – reconstruction (lengthening) of break-water of 1,205 meters length was completed. This project was one of the first stage ones of port reconstruction and development plan; grain terminal of 0.5 million tons capacity per year.

At Tuapse port – construction of the first in the industry Lazer cross section was completed.

By Russian specialists’ estimates by the year 2010 the foreign trade cargo transshipment at Russian ports will raise up to 520 million tons (in 2005 - 381.4 million tons of cargoes were transshipped). Total cargo turnover of ports is expected to increase twice by the same year. It is obvious that its main flow in the direction of Asian and European countries will go along the Trans-Siberian railway.

Besides, among the key principles of the Transport strategy are the following infrastructure projects referring to the main directions of sea transport development:

· diversification of port industry in accordance with the plans of foreign trade development;


· modernization of maritime safety systems;

· development of the systems providing navigation services and shipping safety;

· improvement of inspection and examination complexes for custom control of large cargoes and etc.

The Russian custom has approached to the establishing the system of "transparent" document control. This system covers all stages of customs formalities and allows observing the way of any goods from the time when carrier crosses the border till its release.

For these purposes information technologies are being implemented into the process of custom control; information exchange between the federal organs of the authority and the custom of foreign countries are being conducted; the test on the electronic declaring is being carried out.

By 2008 the volume of goods being examined at the custom must not exceed 3 % while importing and 1% while exporting. The time for custom procedure in check-points must not exceed 5 minutes, and for custom registration  no longer than an hour. By that time customs are planned to begin working only with electronic declaration of cargo.

The above tasks show great desire of our country to speedy integration into the world system.

Today almost all types of transport are represented in the Far East of Russia. For the last years the considerable investments in the railway transport development including the Trans-Siberian railway modernization were made. Nowadays technical and technological opportunities of the Trans-Siberian railway allow to increase the volume of cargo transportation to the level of more than 100 million tons per year, including volume of international transit up to 300 thousand containers(TEU). The investments in ports and shipping development are planned to be increased.

In 2005 the volume of transit reduced.

So, today our main task is to take appropriate steps both for retrieving flow of cargo and for attracting additional cargo to the Trans-Siberian railway

The opportunity for implementation of this task is to work with China and other Asia Pacific Region states more actively, to increase the volume of transportation from the Republic of Korea, to renew regular transportation from Japan.

With relation to demand for transit services the situation for the Trans-Siberian railway is quite favorable. Stable economic growth in Asia (especially in China) results in 6% (on the average) annual increase of international container transportation from Asia to Europe. By WTO’s estimates these trends will be actual within the next 15-20 years.

Thus, the main tasks for all the participants of Trans-Siberian transportation are: providing competitive through rates, short transit period, modern transportation technologies and quality, cargo security; providing transit containers transportation; usage of simplified custom procedures in relation to transit containers; monitoring cargo movement and informing of consumers.

In their eastern part Trans-Siberian and Baikal-Amur railways have exits to regional ports: Vostochny, Nakhodka, Vladivostok, Posyet, Zarubino, Vanino, Sovetskaya Gavan. Some parts of the Trans-Siberian railway have exit to the north-eastern Chinese provinces.

Being the key port of transport corridor from North-Eastern Chinese provinces to the countries of Asia and the west coast of the USA the sea port in the Troitsa bay (Zarubino) is of great interest for foreign investors, who are ready to invest enough money in its further development even at the first stage. Carrying out consultations on the above issue the Russian party make maximum efforts on developing transport infrastructure on the nearby territory. The successful realization of this project with keeping equal interests of a parties will be the evidence of transport integration in the region.

Cooperation of Russia in the transport sphere in the Asia-Pacific Region is
being conducted and will be broaden in future both in the framework of specialized transport organizations :

International Maritime Organization (IMO),

Organization for Cooperation of Railways(OSJD),

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and in the framework of organizations and specialized organs of UN.

Even before Russia acceded to APEC Forum it had begun the development of individual plan for the liberalization of trade and investments. On the base of gradation approach national scheme of tariff preferences is elaborated, the following measures are taken: on the improvement of nomenclature of foreign economic activity, on joining harmonized system of goods description and coding, on unification of custom procedures in accordance with WTO laws, on joining the main agreements in the sphere of custom.
 There are also such tasks to be solved as the analysis of all measures of non-tariff regulation, joining and activity of international organizations functioning in the Asia Pacific Region in the sphere of standardization and certification, national antimonopoly policy development, contribution to the flow of foreign investments in the volume of up to 10-12 billion US dollars per year.

Referring to WTO, the position on the project of obligations relating to the sea transport, the services of warehouses and storage facilities, containers stations and depots as well as custom brokers is coordinated with the State Customs Committee of Russia.

Nowadays one of the most important tasks of transport development is providing all issues of its security. For these purposes it is necessary to use information and telecommunication technologies achievements, follow the coordinated policy and use the unified norms and standards of security on transport as much as possible.

In addition to existing security measures the level of which is traditionally high at Russian ports the other measures aimed at port facilities compliance with international requirements of sea security are taken. 

In accordance with IMO requirements the great work on the certification on the compliance with the requirements of the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code has almost been completed in Russia. The work includes the development of legal base; coordination and organization-methodical supply of  Maritime Security Services of the Administrations of seaports; arrangement of the training of ship and port facility security officers; organization of expert organizations activity including arrangement of interaction of all interested parties including foreign ones. The Ship and Port Facility Register complying with the SOLAS-74 (chapter XI-2) and ISPS Code is developed.

Besides, now the following measures contribute to interaction on the issues of security on the sea transport:


· cooperation in research of the problems of providing the security on the sea transport;

· information exchange   on  the   issues of methodology, technical equipping, financing the arrangements providing security on the transport;

· information interaction including wide and open discussion of the most effective measures for security providing;

· contribution to implementation the general principles of security providing and training of appropriate specialists.


The most Russian ports including the ports of the Far Eastern region are
included into the system of Paris and Tokyo Memoranda. 

During the last year measures on improving the computerized recording of the results of Port State Control of Russian ships in all sea commercial and river ports were taken. It helped to find substandard Russian ships and if necessary to take measures in respect to ship-owners which do not comply with the international and national laws.

Inspections on compliance of harmful (polluting) substances emissions into air with all technical rules were conducted while regular checking of transport or other facilities.
Active participation and great interest of the Russian Federation in such a representative organization as APEC is the priority direction of foreign trade strategy of Russia in the “eastern direction”.
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