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ANNEX 1
WORK PLAN

MARITIME EXPERTS GROUP

Introduction

The following is a descriptive list of tasks to be undertaken by the Maritime Experts Group from 2005 to 2007. 

1. Promoting through maritime policy development an efficient, safe, secure and competitive operating environment for maritime transport including maritime auxiliary and intermodal services in the APEC region

1.1 Follow-up of the “Facilitation of International Shipping Project”
With the view to promote the development of efficient international shipping, a follow-up of the Facilitation of International Shipping Project will be carried out with studies on “Competition Policy Relating to Liner Shipping”, “Land-Based Ancillary Services” and “Port Management”.

2. Increasing port capacities by improving efficiency of ports and related activities in the APEC region

2.1 Follow-up of the “Upgrading and Renewal of APEC Port Database Project”
In order to monitor the maritime container transport activities, the Database will be upgraded and renewed in consideration of ease of maintenance, identification of data to be collected, and issuing a report periodically, etc.
2.2 “Cutting cost and time on Maritime Container Transport”
To improve the efficiency of port and maritime transport, “Cutting cost and time on Maritime Container Transport” is studied by exchanging information of each economy.

3. Assisting member economies in working towards the Bogor Goals in maritime transport

3.1 Realizing the Bogor Goals in the maritime transport sector

APEC economies are encouraged to take active steps to keep their commitments to achieve the Bogor Goals; the Bogor Goals can be achieved by adopting the nine policy elements of the Common Principles to Shipping Policy in the following steps:

1. Members providing to the Chair, a report that outlined progress made in respective economies to implement nine policies.  

2. The Chair shall then submit a consolidated report to Plenary Meeting; 

3. Identifying, for each of the nine Policy Items, a "champion" APEC Economy that would provide leadership and support to other APEC Economies with respect to that policy item and report to the Maritime Experts Group on the progress of each individual Economy. The Champions could be APEC Economies that have already been identified in the best practices study (Volume 3 of the Facilitation of International Shipping Project); 

4. Creating a structured approach for the sharing of information by APEC Economies in the development of concrete proposals to implement the nine policy items; 

5. Providing a framework for implementing international conventions and accords; and 

6. Other steps that may be recommended by the Maritime Experts Group during its discussions on the most effective role for the Maritime Experts Group in the implementation process.
3.2 Facilitation of the WTO negotiations on maritime transport services
Existing situation and outlook for WTO negotiations on maritime transport services will continue to be reviewed so as to deepen the understanding of maritime liberalization under the framework of the WTO and facilitate the negotiation there.
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