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Malaysia’s Transport Way Forward To The Bogor Goals

INTRODUCTION

1.
Bogor Declaration entails “The Goals of Free and Open Trade Trade and Investment in Asia Pacific by 2010 for Developed Economies and 2020 for Developing Economies”.  Malaysia is located in the ASEAN region where 7 of its members are also APEC member economies. Within ASEAN, a number of project, programs and initiatives are being conceived and some are already implemented to facilitate cross border movement which facilitate people mobility and trade activities. What have been achieved under the ASEAN cooperation provides the window to link up with other APEC economies. On the other hand, Malaysia has established bilateral cooperation in transportation sector with   almost all APEC economies and a number of liberal arrangement have been concluded. 

Development of Aviation Sector

2.
With regard to air services arrangements, Malaysia adopts a liberal approach. Air Services Arrangements (ASA) is established with APEC economies like China, South Korea, Japan, and Hong Kong, as well as liberal and competitive rights arrangements with Australia, Taiwan and Indonesia. Apart from that, the open skies air services agreements have been established with the U.S.A., New Zealand and Chinese Taipei while the open sky for freight is established with Australia. Malaysia’s position in liberalization of air services has been and will be until in the near future on a bilateral basis and at its sole discretion.

3.
Malaysia has 5 international airports, 15 domestic airports, 16 airstrips (STOL) and 3 resort airfields to cater the growing needs of travellers. The Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) is built and developed as a regional hub for passengers and cargoes. 

Development of Maritime Sector

4.
It is Malaysia’s policy to become a Maritime Nation. Malaysia is ranked number 18 among 142 world trading nations. More than 90% of country’s import/export trade are carried via sea. There are six federal government controlled ports namely Port Klang, Bintulu Port, Penang Port, Johor Port, Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP) and Kuantan Port. All the management and operations of these ports are privatized. Klang Port, being the largest port is the national load center/transshipment while PTP as the regional transshipment hub. Malaysia welcomes Main Line Operators to make calls to these ports. To encourage the moves, Malaysia gives incentives scheme on port charges and extend other favourable facilities. 

5.
Main Line Operators (MLO), naming a few, Maersk Sealand and Evergreen have anchored their business in Malaysia, particularly on shipping and transport of containers to most vessel routes and services around the globe. Maersk holds a substantial share in Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP). 

Integration of transportation modes is being practised in Port Klang and PTP. Port Klang (Northport) - KLIA in the center region and PTP – Senai International Airport in the southern region are Malaysia’s very own sea-air cargo hubs. The Distriparks developed in most of the ports, offer operational infrastructure and space without customs formalities (bound to Free Zone area) for cargo stuffing, regional distribution centers and factories.

6.
Lying among the biggest ports in the world i.e. Singapore and Hong Kong ports, Malaysia’s ports strives to get the share of cargo shipment within and outside the APEC region.

Development of Land Transportation Sector

Highways and Public Roads
7.
Major interstate highways in Malaysia are mostly operated by the private sector, namely PLUS, which lies from north (bordering Thailand) to south (bordering Singapore) of Peninsular Malaysia connecting most states on the west coast. The East Coast Highway link up the west and the east coast states. In addition to the present Johore Causeway, a Second Link Highway was built as another gateway connecting the two economies of Malaysia and Singapore. The Pan Borneo Highway linking Sabah and Sarawak in Malaysia with Brunei Darussalam and Kalimantan, Indonesia facilitate people mobility and commercial activities in this subregion.

Rail Link

8.
The Singapore-Kunming Railway Link project (SKRL) will bridge the link from Singapore to Kunming in China. Initially, the project will open a brighter future for commercial rail, facilitating transport of freight to and from these connecting points. It has two major lines with a total length of 8,135km, with the first running from Singapore – Malaysia - Bangkok - Phnom Penh - Loc Ninh – Ho Chi Minh City – Hanoi - Lao Cai – Hekou - Kunming, and the second, from Bangkok, Thailand to Yangon, Myanmar.

9.
Malaysia has constructed a total of 1699 km railway lines from Singapore up to the border of Thailand. The national railway company, Keretapi Tanah Melayu Berhad(KTMB), operates intercity express passenger and freight services to Singapore and Thailand. 

Free Trade Agreements (FTA)

10.
Malaysia is in the process of establishing bilateral free trade agreements with a number of APEC economies as an effort to expedite the process of liberalization and allow easy accessibility of services and goods. Several ongoing negotiations and consultation are held with APEC economies, namely Japan, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea and the United States of America (TIFA). 

11.
On a multilateral basis, Malaysia joins the other member countries of ASEAN negotiating the Free Trade Agreements with APEC economies namely Republic of China, Japan, Australia and New Zealand; and South Korea. ASEAN also established economic cooperation with Canada and Federation of Russia.
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