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INTRODUCTION

   The Ministry of Transport of f Vietnam hosted the 27th meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG/27), in Hanoi, Vietnam, May 22 -25, 2006.
The session consisted of a variety of expert meetings that included Heads of Delegation, Modal Expert Chairs/APEC Program Director, (S/SC/PD/HODS) Meeting for three days; Expert and Sub-groups for two days, a Steering Committee Coordinators Meeting for one day and Cultural Tour for one day.  The United States as Lead Shepherd Economy chaired the Head of Delegation, Opening and Closingl Plenary Sessions.  

At the TPT-WG/27, 240 delegates from the following Economies were in attendance: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile, China; China, Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Russian Federation; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and United States of America (U.S.) and Vietnam, the APEC Secretariat was represented by the Program Director for the TPT-WG, Mr. Alexander Sukhov.
The following guest Economies/associations were also in attendance: Macau, China, APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) and International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA).
I. WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENTS

H.E. Dr. Tran Doan Tho, Vice Minister of Transport, welcomed Heads of Delegation and delegates to the 27th Meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group. He noted the importance of the meeting and highlighted how transportation serves as the engine for economic growth. In his remarks the Vice Minister gave special attention to the issue of Bogor goals and the progress necessary at this meeting to meet Leader’s goals.   He looked forward to productive results from this the 27th meeting of the TPT-WG. 
Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Lead Shepherd, delivered his welcoming remarks wherein he outlined the major issues to be discussed at the 27th TPT meeting.  This included implementing Bogor goals for the liberalization of transportation services, implementation of reform, preparations for a potential pandemic, developing language for annual Leaders and Ministers meeting, and developing options for secure trade.   
The Lead Shepherd’s comments were followed by the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Mr. Han Jun, Modal Experts Coordinators: Dr. LIU Fang, (China), Steering Committee on Aviation), commented on the need to move forward with Bogor implementation, Mr. SUZUKI, (Japan), Steering Committee on Maritime, Mr. Lamberto Pia, (Philippines), Steering Committee on HRD, Mr. Walt Kulyk, (USA) Intermodal & ITS Steering Committee, and Mr. CHAMROOM Tangpaisalkit, (Thailand) Land Transport Experts Group. 
In addition, the Honorable Michael Taylor, Secretary of the Department of Transport and Regional Services, Australia, briefed the working group on preparations for the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial.  The Secretary informed the plenary that letters had been sent to all ministers and that the Australian Minister was looking forward to feedback from his counterparts to develop the agenda for the Ministerial.  While the agenda will be developed by Ministers, the Secretary invited the TPT to play an active role in preparing for the ministerial.  
Mr. Shinji NITTA, Japan, briefed the plenary on the results of the highly successful Ministerial Conference on Security hosted by Japan.  The meeting included Ministers from Asia, Europe, and North America.  The meeting produced best practices and a framework for improving transport security in all modes of transport.  
II.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Plenary reconvened on May 22, 2006, with Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Lead Shepherd, in the TPT Chair. The Plenary adopted the remainder of the agenda. The Lead Shepherd reviewed the policy paper 2006/TPT-WG27/HOD/2.1 “Overview of Issues to be Considered at TPT-WG-27th” for the meeting giving guidance to Modal Coordinators and Experts Groups.
III.
REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/STEERING COMMITTEE COORDINATORS/APEC PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND HEADS OF DELEGATION MEETING (S/SC/PD/HODS)

Mr. Nguyen Trong, HOD, for Vietnam, and Honary Chair opened the meeting.  He welcomed HODS and briefed delegates on the logistics of the meeting.  Following his remarks he turned the chair over to the Lead Shepherd.
The Lead Shepherd welcomed the Heads of Delegates (HODs) and noted that this would be the first of two meetings of HODS. This meting would be used to prepare for the 27th TPT, and to address general TPT.  A second meeting was held on Wednesday to discuss action items, and preparations for the Ministerial.
The Lead Shepherd informed the Plenary that the Meeting of the S/SC/PD/HODs Meeting was held for two days, May 22 and 24th, 2006. 
The Transportation industry is unique in that it is the lifeline for economic growth, facilitating trade, and creating an environment for cultural exchange.  Any disruption in the way our system operates creates a tremendous affect on all our citizens.  The impending Avian pandemic like SARS, can have a tremendous affect on our way of life, if we are not prepared.   To combat the impending epidemic member economies must share information on preparedness, develop best practices, and have real time exercises to be successful.  Hong Kong and Chinese Taipei have recently held exercises, and these are good examples of how we must work together as we prepare for this outbreak.  The LS invited all economies to share their experiences, and for each expert group to develop an action plan of how we in the TPT can contribute to addressing this most difficult issue.      

He informed the delegates of the following highlights of the meeting:

· The Lead Shepherd gave an overview of developments in APEC, with special emphasis on the results of the 2005 Leaders and Ministerial meetings, and the goals for 2006. 

· The Lead Shepherd noted the importance of implementing Minister’s directives in an 

· Australia reported on progress with the “Model for the Roadmap for the APEC Transportation Working Group to Reach the Bogor Goals.”

· The Lead Shepherd thanked the Economies (Australia, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Russia, Thailand, and the United States) which voluntarily submitted a trade policy review (on their transport sector) as proposed by the Lead Shepherd at the 24thTPT-WG meeting. The Lead Shepard encouraged all other Economies to follow suit as this will form the substance of the TPT report to Ministers and Leaders on our progress.  

· The Program Director, APEC Secretariat, Mr. Alexander Shuhov briefed HOD’s on a number of developments in APEC, including preparations for the upcoming Leaders and Ministerial meetings.  There were a number of interventions at the Head of the Delegations meeting with regard to APEC reforms and new project procedure and management.  He informed the Lead Shepherd and all members of the TPTWG that all APEC fora have to review and include a sunset clause into their TORs.  

· HODS agreed at the request of the GNSS chair to give guest status to India, and EU to TPT meetings within the context of APEC guidelines.

· Canada tabled a paper to establish a special advisor to the Lead Shepherd on HRD matters, and to integrate HRD activities into the modal expert groups.  Following an engaged discussion economies agreed that HRD matters are best handled by the modal expert groups that propose specific HRD projects.  The special advisor would coordinate these activities with the modal expert group chairs. 

· Discussions were held on the process of signing Memorandum of Cooperation’s (MOC) or Memorandum of Understanding’s with other organizations and who would be appropriate signatory. Lead Shepherd stated that MOC’s should be forwarded to Executive Director for review.
· The Lead Shepherd and HODS thanked those econmies who are serving as expert group chairs.   
· The Lead Shepherd informed HOD’s that in keeping with the tradition of the TPT this would be the last meeting that he would be serving as the Lead Shepherd, and invited a discussion and invitation for other economies to assume the role of Lead Shepherd.

· Canada nominated Australia as the new Lead Shepherd for 2006-07.  The nomination was unaimously endorsed by all HOD’s.
· China, as the Deputy Lead Shepherd indicated that they would be stepping down in concert with TPT practices.  China was encouraged to remain as the DLS, and a final decision was pending, as Mr. HAN had to depart before the final HOD meeting.
· The Philippines expressed an interest in serving as the DLS, pending the final decision of China.

MINISTERIAL MEETING
Australia’s HOD, Mr. John Doherty, further briefed delegates on preparations for the 5th Transportation Ministerial.  This included the following:

Ministerial Meeting
As host of the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial meeting, Australia, through the Department of Transport and Regional Services, will be holding this event in Adelaide, South Australia from Wednesday, 28 March to Friday 30 March 2007.

The host minister will be the Australian Government Minister for Transport and Regional Services, the Hon Warren Truss MP.  Minister Truss has already written to APEC transport ministers.

The Ministerial meeting will be held over two days (29-30 March).

Associated Events

An Industry Trade Exhibition will be arranged to coincide with the meeting on Thursday 29 May to ensure industry engagement.  This will provide an opportunity to showcase a range of businesses offering business solutions (technology or other innovations) in APEC economies.  We understand that the Automotive Dialogue is proposing a Road Safety Summit at the same time as the Ministerial and outcomes could also be linked with the Ministerial meeting.  

For social events, a Welcome Reception, Ministers-only dinner, APEC dinner and spouse program will also be included in the program.

Objectives:

The host Minister is seeking a meeting where APEC transport Ministers set and drive the agenda, engage in an open discussion of issues of current concern to them and seek concrete outcomes.  He does not want a meeting where ministers merely sign off on papers pre prepared by officials.

Themes

Australia’s themes for the series of APEC meetings to be hosted during 2007 will not be announced until November this year.  The host Minister is keen to focus the Transportation Ministerial meeting on transport safety, transport security and the future work of the Transportation Working Group on liberalisation.  We envisage that a half-day will be allocated to each of these three topics, with the sessions commencing with short keynote addresses on the topic by interested ministers and followed by general discussion between ministers.  The host Minister has already discussed program content with some APEC Transport Ministers and in his recent invitation to the meeting, asked all for their input to the program.

TPT-WG input

The Lead Shepherd will present a report to ministers on progress of the Working Group against Ministerial and Leaders directives and the Bogor Goals as an important input to the discussion on the future work of the TPT-WG.  

While the host minister will exercise the final judgement on agenda and organisational arrangements, input from the TPT-WG is clearly important.  It is proposed that a Working Committee be established within the TPT-WG of interested economies as a consultative forum to help refine the agenda and meeting arrangements.

Further planning

Sources for further planning will include responses from APEC Transport Ministers, outcomes of the APEC meetings in Vietnam 2006 including the Leaders meeting; TPT-WG meetings 27 and 28; upcoming transport forums; and suggestions from the Working Committee.
· The HODs endorsed Australia’s concept for the Ministerial, and the concept for  the road safety event, to be hosted by the automotive dialogue working group. 

The Lead Shepherd thanked the Deputy Lead Shepherd, the HODs, and program director for their support over the last two years.  He asked that all HODs give the incoming Lead Shepherd their total support to ensure the future success of the TPT.
IV. 
IV.1 AVIATION EXPERTS GROUP

The Aviation Experts Group (AEG) under the new TPT-WG structure met on 22nd and 24th May 2006 in Hanoi, Vietnam, and was attended by 68 delegates from 15 economies: Australia, Canada, P.R. of China, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, the Philippines, New Zealand, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, USA and Vietnam.
The meeting was chaired by Dr Fang LIU of P.R. of China with Deputy chaired by Australia.  The meeting adopted the agendas (Monday 22nd May 2006 and Wednesday 24th May 2006) at Attachment 1.  The reports of AEG sub-groups are at Attachments 2-4 respectively.

The AEG considered how best to structure its work to meet the objectives under the new structure endorsed at TPT-WG 26.  The AEG agreed that at this stage, three sub-groups should work to it:

· Air Services sub-group

· Aviation Safety sub-group

· Aviation Security sub-group

The continued operation of the sub-groups is to be reviewed annually, with a report to the Lead Shepherd and Heads of Delegation (HOD).

In discussion, it was recognized that the sub-groups require different areas of expertise.  It was also recognized that there will be issues dealt with in these sub-groups which also impact on other areas of the AEG’s work.  The following operating arrangements were agreed to co-ordinate the work of the sub-groups and develop consolidated advice on aviation issues:

· At TPT-WG sessions, the AEG will meet first.

· Sub-groups will then meet separately, with attention to identifying elements of their work which have broader implications.  These will be highlighted in their reports.

· The AEG will reconvene after the sub-groups have met and will consider common issues (including the issues with broader implications identified by sub-groups).  

· A consolidated report will be developed for the AEG.  As far as possible, the AEG will avoid duplication of effort in considering the proposed contributions to that reported from sub-groups.

The AEG agreed that Terms of Reference be established for consideration by HOD and set up a process to finalise the Terms of Reference (for the Group and the three sub-groups) by mid-July 2006.

The AEG heard reports from the USA and Hong Kong China on the threats arising from a possible Influenza Pandemic.  The AEG noted the implications of any pandemic, including those for aviation.  The AEG also noted that work on planning for a response is being undertaken within individual economies and through a number of forums including other APEC forums, the World Health Organisation and ICAO.  The AEG agreed to encourage economies to share information on their preparations to assist in the overall preparedness. 

The AEG also received a presentation from Australia on the TPT-WG Roadmap project and agreed to proceed with development of a specific Roadmap for air transport liberalisation and facilitation to achieve the Bogor Goals.  The AEG established a taskforce, consisting of Australia (chair), China, Hong Kong China, Japan, Singapore and the USA, with other interested economies able to join.  The Roadmap will be based on the Eight Options endorsed by Ministers and Leaders.   The taskforce will work intersessionally to develop a draft for consideration at the next meeting (TPT-WG 28).  The AEG noted that while the roadmap relates largely to liberalisation of air services, there are implications for liberalisation arising from security and safety regulation, and welcomed the participation of the Aviation Safety and Security sub-groups in this task. 

The AEG noted that the simplification of visa and customs procedures would supplement efforts to liberalize air services and promote the free flow of passengers and freight.  The AEG requested the Lead Shepherd’s assistance in conveying the AEG’s views to the APEC Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) for consideration.

The AEG also discussed other projects which will assist in developing the Roadmap for aviation:

· The newly approved project “Liberalisation of Air Services Arrangements in the APEC Region 1995-2005”, which will assist in the analysis of outcomes and trends.

· The report on outcomes from the New Methodology Survey.  The analysis of survey results will be available at TPT-WG 28 with a view to completion of a report for the Transportation Ministerial meeting in March 2007.

The AEG noted the need to work cooperatively with ICAO, to ensure coordination with work being undertaken through ICAO forums and to avoid duplication.  The AEG agreed to request through the Lead Shepherd a meeting with senior ICAO representatives during TPT-WG 28, with a clear indication of the proposed areas for discussion.  This would include not only work in the safety regulation area, but also aviation security, technological advances and pandemic response preparedness.

The AEG also identified a need to work further in analysing and understanding the interaction of safety, security and technology with liberalisation and facilitation of air transport.  While initial analysis will be carried out in the Roadmap exercise, this was identified as an important strategic area of work for TPT-WG 28.

Recommendations for the TPT-WG
The AEG recommended that the TPT-WG to note that:

· three sub-groups (Air Services; Aviation Safety; Aviation Security) work separately on their expertise areas and report to AEG, with the structure to be reviewed annually.

· the AEG’s Terms of Reference be established for consideration by HOD and a process to be established to finalise the Terms of Reference (for AEG and its three sub-groups) by mid-July 2006.

· economies take into consideration the reports and plans on the threats arising from a possible Influenza Pandemic undertaken by other economies and international forums including the World Health Organisation and ICAO.

· a taskforce be established to develop the Roadmap for air transport based on the Eight Options endorsed by Ministers and Leaders, and projects discussed by AEG which will assist in developing the Roadmap.

· Lead Shepherd  be requested to assist in conveying AEG’s views on simplification of visa and customs procedures to CTI.

· Lead Shepherd be requested to arrange a meeting with ICAO during TPT-WG 28 to ensure coordination and avoid duplication of work.

· the AEG work further in analysing and understanding the interaction of safety, security and technology with liberalisation and facilitation of air transport.

· the Operational Plan to be updated accordingly.

IV.2  REPORT OF THE MARITIME EXPERTS GROUP
Mr. Masaru SUZUKI presented a report on behalf of the Maritime Experts Group (MEG).  53 delegates attended the meeting on 22-25 May, representing 15 economies: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Philippines, Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States and Viet Nam. 

Ongoing Projects: Report on Status of High Priority TasksArrangements for the new group

As this was the first meeting for the MEG after the integration with the Maritime Security Experts Group (MSEG) and Experts Group on Maritime Safety (EGMS), the group elected Mr. Masaru SUZUKI from Japan as the Chairman and Mr. Somnuck SUKAVANICH from Thailand as the Vice Chairman; It was also decided to set up Maritime Security Experts Group (MSEG) as a subsidiary body to the MEG, chaired by Canada and co-vice-chaired by Australia and Thailand.  Work Plans of the MEG and the MSEG were discussed and adopted as set forth in ANNEX 1 and ANNEX 2, respectively.  MEG Secretariat will prepare a draft Terms of Reference for circulation to member Economies and submit the TOR to TPT-WG Secretariat by the 30th of June 2006.  

Progressing the work towards the Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector

The delegate from Japan introduced the current situation of the negotiation of maritime transport services in the World Trade Organization (WTO).   As a case study on the removal of a Non-Tariff barrier, the delegates from the Brunei Darussalam, Canada and the U.S. introduced “Provision of Forklift Services at Muara Port”, “Re-structure of commercialization of Canada’s ports to highlight competitive benefits towards Bogor Goals”, and “Deregulatory efforts of the United States in the regulation of International Carriage Services in the US foreign maritime trade”, respectively.  MEG appreciated that information relating to the effort for the Bogor Goals and took note of it.

MEG reviewed the progress of the road map to fully implement the Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector, which was adopted at the APEC TPT-WG 25 in Washington, D.C, and decided to urge 7 member economies that had not yet answered to the questionnaire, “Review of the Status of Implementing APEC Common Principles to Shipping Policy”, to respond to the questionnaire as soon as possible but not later than the end of June, 2006.   

MEG agreed to hold a seminar towards Bogor Goals at the TPT-WG 28 meeting to be held in Vancouver, Canada and to prepare the seminar intersessionaly before the next meeting; and MEG also agreed to report the outcome of our efforts for Bogor Goals to the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Australia in late March, 2007.

MSEG continues to adopt a strategic approach to capacity building. Capacity building programs are tailored to accommodate the specific needs of each member economy.

ISPS Code Implementing Assistance Program

The Program Coordinator for the ISPS Code Implementation Assistance Program (ICIAP), the delegate from the US, provided a status update on the Program.  As a result of the decisions made at the MSEG meeting at TPT-WG 26 in Vladivostok, ICIAP workshops were held between September 2005 and January 2006 in Thailand, Indonesia, Viet Nam and Peru.  An ICIAP workshop is scheduled for June 2006 in Malaysia, while work is ongoing to schedule a workshop in Papua New Guinea (although the delegate from Japan stated that two representatives from Papua New Guinea would be attending the upcoming workshop in Malaysia).
The members of MSEG agreed to conduct a Phase 2 to the recent set of ICIAP workshops.  Members recommended that Phase 2 capacity building efforts should focus on how to conduct drills and exercises and be tailored to specific maritime security experts of a Host Economy with specific identifiable operational needs.  Members agreed that the representatives of the US, Canada, Japan and Australia would present Phase 2 proposals for ICIAP workshops in Viet Nam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Peru, the Philippines, and Thailand at the next meeting in Vancouver in September 2006.  The Program Coordinator will make a presentation to MSEG on the completion of Phase 1 of the ICIAP workshops in Vancouver in September 2006.

 Projects Completed: 

Presentation by the host economy, Viet Nam

Vietnam Maritime Administration (VINAMARINE) made a comprehensive presentation on the present situation on maritime transport in Viet Nam.  Since the maritime transportation in Viet Nam has been occupying more and more important position in APEC region, the participants appreciated the information.

Cruise Ships and Ports of APEC Region

The delegate from Japan reported the result of the project on Cruise Ships and Ports of APEC Region. Current issues and future prospects in Japan were introduced. 

Seminar on Countermeasures against Storm Surge Disaster 
This Seminar was held as the second response of the MEG to natural disasters in recent years, following the Tsunami Seminar held in Vladivostok, in order to share experiences and expertise against Storm Surge Disaster.

The delegates from Korea and Japan introduced their experiences and measures, and the United States provided a reference paper on Hurricane Katrina.

The participants appreciated the information on the efforts taken against storm surge disaster.

ISPS Code Implementation Assistance Program  

The Program Coordinator along with lead Economies made a presentation to MSEG on Phase 1 of the ICIAP workshops. A workshop is scheduled for June 2006 in Malaysia, while work is ongoing to schedule a workshop in Papua New Guinea.

 Work of the Experts Group: 
Facilitation of International Shipping Project

The delegate from Canada introduced the draft TOR for a consultant study of Competition Policy relating to Liner Shipping, which reflected the comments of Australian consultants who had coordinated the report of the Facilitation of International Shipping Project in 2004.  A question about the timing to start the project was raised because many economies were currently reviewing their competition policies, however, member economies agreed in principle to proceed with this item in consideration of the need to progress toward the Bogor Goals and Canada would prepare the necessary document by the next APEC TPT-WG.    

Cutting cost and time on Maritime Container Transport

The delegate from Japan presented an interim report of each economy’s efforts for cutting cost and time in Maritime Container Transport based on the information provided by member economies to date.  10 member economies that have not yet provided the information are requested to respond to the questionnaire by the 30th of June 2006.  

APEC Port Database for Upgrading and Renewal

The delegate from Japan briefly introduced a draft format of data input.  9 member economies that have not yet provided the information are requested to provide data to the secretariat by the 30th of June 2006. 

Consideration of Chinese Proposal on APEC Port Service Network

The delegate from China introduced the proposal on APEC Port Service Network, which was proposed to Senior Officials Meeting in March, 2006.  Member economies made favourable comments on the concept of the proposal, however, it was also pointed out that the scope of the project was too large to conduct and methodology should be clear.  After the discussion, it was agreed that China should review the proposal in a more concrete and clear manner and propose a revised one at the next MEG meeting to be held in Vancouver, Canada and that other member economies would provide opinions of domestic stakeholders in their economies to China intersessionally before the next meeting. 

Project on Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for APEC economies
The delegate from Korea made a presentation on the project of Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for the APEC economies.  He asked for active support and participation from APEC member economies for the success of the project.  A member suggested making reference to the Intermodal Experts Group on the project at the next meeting.

Presentation by Russia

The delegate from Russia made a presentation on Transport System of Russia and its role in the integration process in the Asia-Pacific Region.  As Russia’s well developed ports and Trans Siberian railroad corridors are vital to the growth of APEC Region, the participants appreciated the information.

Presentation by Intermodal Experts Group
The Chair of the Intermodal Experts Group introduced a project proposal on Web-based Atlas of Trade and Transportation Corridors (WATTS), which would be the next step of the former Congestion Point Study implemented by a university consortium.  The participants appreciated the information on the project.

ISPS Code Implementation Assistance Program
MSEG agreed to develop a list of maritime security points of contact that can identify maritime security subject matter experts for capacity building efforts and to compile a catalogue of Maritime Security Training Capacity Building and Technical Outreach Initiatives. 
Total Supply Chain Security
A report on the Total Supply Chain Security Symposium scheduled for July 2006 was suggested for next TPT-WG and MSEG would coordinate with the Intermodal Experts Group to determine the lead on total supply chain security.
Coordination of Capacity Building Efforts
MSEG agreed to draft and seek approval for the Memorandum of Cooperation for the coordination of capacity building efforts in the Asia Pacific region between APEC and the IMO and the Organisation of American States.

Identification of Seafarers
MSEG will develop and distribute a questionnaire for completion with regards to the status of APEC Economies’ approach to the issue of improving current Seafarers ID.
Other Business

Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies

MEG noted that the submission of a project proposal for a test case to implement the recommendations from the Report on Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies remains outstanding and that a report on progress of this test case project proposal would be submitted at the Vancouver meeting of TPT-WG in September 2006.

Vessel Insurance Premiums

The Chair of MSEG proposed that MEG consider the issue of raised insurance premiums in the areas considered by Lloyd’s of London to be a “war risk area”.  A paper will be submitted to the next TPT-WG in Vancouver, Canada in September 2006 for consideration by MEG.

Future Work Program: 

· The work towards the Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector

· Facilitation of International Shipping Project

· Cutting cost and time on Maritime Container Transport

· APEC Port Database for Upgrading and Renewal

· Project on Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for APEC economies

· Phase 2 of the ISPS Code Implementation Assistance Program (Capacity Building)

· The development of a Model Visit Program

· Capacity Building Coordination with multilateral and regional organizations

Work Plans of the MEG and MSEG are attached to this Progress Report

Recommendations for Heads of Delegations/Plenary Meeting

The Maritime Experts Group recommends to Heads of Delegations/Plenary meeting:

· to approve Work Plans of the MEG and  MSEG as appears in ANNEXES 1 and 2,

· to endorse MEG’s efforts towards the Bogor Goals, in particular to hold a seminar at the next APEC TPT-WG meeting to be held in Vancouver, Canada in September 2006,

· to recognize that all member economies are requested to provide the MEG secretariat with a response to the questionnaires by the 30th of June 2006,

· to share the outcome of the seminar on Countermeasures on Storm Surge Disaster among member economies, through the distribution of the presentations, and

· to take note of the progress of this group. 
IV.3  REPORT OF THE INTERMODAL EXPERTS GROUP
The Chair reviewed the agenda for the 27th TPT-WG meeting and noted the emphasis on restructuring of the TPT-WG, Bogor goals, intermodal research, skills and human capacity development along with intermodal security and efficiency. The agenda was accepted with modification.

         ONGOING PROJECTS: REPORT ON STATUS

Using APEC Meetings, Conduct Forums Addressing Integrated, Intermodal Transportation Planning; and Enhancing the Existing Intermodal Case Study as an APEC Professionally Distributed Product                                                            UNITED STATES

A report on the progress and status of this project was made by Dr. Patrick Sherry of the USA.  This three-Phase Project was approved at TPT-WG24.  The project consists of Phase I Extension and Dissemination of the Case study materials.  Accordingly, additional data has been gathered, additional interviews have been conducted and will be conducted over the next few months.  Furthermore, revision and updating of the material has been undertaken.  Next, a series of meetings has been held with industry leaders in both Singapore and the USA to determine the criteria for the next case studies that will be developed which will constitute the completion of Phase II of this project which is nearly complete.  The completed case study material will be presented at the upcoming Intermodal Skills course to be held in Manila, Philippines on October 9, 2006.  As part of a previously approved three-phase project regarding the extension and dissemination of the Intermodal Case Study material, progress has been made on the following: 1) gathering additional information on the case study material 2) conducting additional background interviews on key informants from the case study location 3) written descriptions or transcripts of the interviews are in the process of being completed and 4) will be summarized in a booklet form.  All components are expected to be completed by October 9, 2006 for use in the upcoming Intermodal Skills Course.  Discussions have been held with academics and industry leaders on the criteria for successful case studies.  It is anticipated that a request for funding for Phase III will be made at the next TPT-WG meeting or later. 

Mutual Recognition – Trial of a Competency-based Model on Intermodal and Logistics Managers






               AUSTRALIA

Ms. Maureen Ellis of the Department of Transport and Regional Services provided a progress report on the Mutual Recognition – Trial of a Competency-based Model on Intermodal and Logistics Managers.  The project is all but complete with the final report currently being refined and will be available on the web site before TPT-WG28 in Vancouver.  The project has identified an agreed set of competencies for logistics managers that have been trialed and validated in Australia with the cooperation of Queensland Rail.  The Consultant experienced some difficulties in engaging businesses to participate in the trial because of employment and industrial relations issues in the participating economies.  Because the framework has only been validated in Australia, the final phase has not resulted in the establishment of a Register of Mutual Recognition.  The Final Report will be available at TPT-WG28.

Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs Phase II – Status of Philippines Workshop                                UNITED STATES

Dr. Patrick Sherry gave an update on this project for the Philippines. The development of the Intermodal Skills Course was successfully completed and reported on at the 25th TPT-WG meeting.  At that time, reports were delivered, and the successful completion of the course was recognized.  Subsequently, the Philippines expressed interest in having the Intermodal Skills Course delivered in Manila during 2006.  The project was funded, and arrangements have been made to deliver the course in October, 2006.  Preparatory work was completed on May 20, 2006 in Manila.  Identification of specific areas of skill needed by the members of the Philippines were identified.  In particular, the Philippines expressed an interest in learning more about financial aspects of the different modes of transportation and how to compare the different modes from a financial perspective.  Following the project update, Vietnam requested that the course next be delivered in Vietnam.  Indonesia also requested a follow-up “train-the-trainers” session.  It was suggested that any follow-on funding proposals be made at the next TPT-WG meeting.  


Electronic Freight Manifest (Air Cargo Supply Chain) and Information Highway 









       UNITED STATES

Dr. Jess Browning of the University of Washington reviewed a report given by the United States on a Freight Information Highway (FIH) initiative that would create an information pipeline of data communications among supply chain partners and allow complete data sharing, resulting in increased supply chain efficiencies in areas such as management and control of assets, inventory planning, security and JIT manufacturing. The FIH will provide the ability for all trading partners in the supply chain to communicate interactively by acquiring shipment visibility information upon request; communicating directly with government entities; and allowing complete collaboration without the need to develop any custom integrated system solution between trading partners.

The system will be built through a set of open communication standards to provide interoperability between distributed software components.  This would facilitate data sharing capability within different companies with different IT infrastructures.  In doing so, new message elements supporting new services can be added without altering existing functionality allowing multiple communication mechanisms to co-exist.

The FIH will function utilizing Web Services Standards such as standard electronic message types, standard data elements, standard communication protocols and standard secure user authentication processes. The operational test investment would be made by the UNITED STATES with a champion (Limited Brands, Inc.) along with its supply chain partners (manufacturers, freight forwarder, truck and air carrier(s), customs broker and information technology company). 

Secure Trade Project: Combined Phases 3-5

          UNITED STATES

The Chair reported on the progress of the Secure Trade Project.  This effort will evaluate the effectiveness and economic implications of using ITS technologies to track and trace goods shipments.  The effort is also intended to foster the development of effective standards in the commercial supply chain.  Proposals were received for Phases 3-5.  An evaluation team was formed, and it has made recommendations to award the work for these Phases to a consulting firm.  A contract award is expected by the end of May, 2006.  The Phase 3-5 effort should commence in June, 2006 with full project completion expected by the end of June, 2007.    

ITS workshops in Bali, Indonesia, and Manila, the Philippines. These workshops are intended to raise awareness about the potential for universal design and improve accessible transport for people with disabilities and older adults.             UNITED STATES

The Chair reported that a proposed project to conduct ITS workshops was disapproved at the last TPT-WG meeting.  He indicated that the United States intends to propose a revised, improved version of this proposal again. 

World Report ITS Standards (WRITSS) Project: Phase II survey of the World Report of ITS Standards. 




                                    KOREA
Korea submitted a written status report of an ongoing project to prepare a World ITS Standards Report document.  However, a Korean representative was not able to attend the meeting, so the Chair gave a short verbal report on the contents of the written material.  The Chair noted the excellent progress of the project, and that the final results should yield important valuable information to the APEC ITS Standards community.  The information contained in the report will be used to determine the breadth of existing ITS standards. The report will also document standards needs and outline lessons-learned necessary to policy makers. Korea plans to complete the report in time for presentation at the next TPT-WG meeting.
ISO TC204 Liaison Update




                        KOREA

Korea also submitted a written status report of ongoing liaison activities between the APEC Transportation Working Group and ISO TC 204.  Since a Korean representative was not able to attend the meeting, the Chair gave a short verbal report on the contents of the written material, indicating satisfactory liaison progress.

Short Sea Shipping Study: A Report on Successful SSS Models That Can Improve Ports’ Efficiency and Security While Reducing Congestion, Fuel Costs and Pollution.




KOREA & UNITED STATES (co-sponsored by CANADA)
Dr. Browning provided a status of the joint project proposal titled “Short Sea Shipping Study”.  This is a project concept that was introduced at TPT-WG 22 and was approved. Notification was given following the August 2005 BMC meeting that the project had been approved for funding with a reduction from US$69,500 to US$59,500. The proposal had been updated and enhanced.  The start of the project has been delayed due to a change in project oversight. An update on the implementation of the project will be reported on at TPT-WG 28. In essence, the implementation of this project could help offset and reduce congestion on highways, railways, and at major hub ports, which is expected to worsen substantially as trade doubles over the next two decades. This project will develop a model that will help demonstrate how an underutilized port might become part of a short sea shipping network, while at the same time acting as a direct shipping port and as a feeder port for transshipment of cargo in the APEC region. The original project proposal can be accessed through the APEC TPT-WG website.

Report of the 8th and 9th meeting of the APEC GNSS Implementation Team held in early April 2006.
              


                                                 JAPAN

Mr. Yoshiki Imawaka, Director for International Policy Coordination, and GIT Co-Chair, reported on recent regional GNSS Implementation Team (GIT) activities.  Since the APEC TPT-WG/25, GIT has met twice, at the 8th meeting (GIT/8) and the 9th meeting (GIT/9), held in Seoul, Republic of Korea from 31 October - 4 November 2005, and in Penang, Malaysia from 3 – 7 April 2006, respectively.  The two meetings were well attended by the economies.  Participating organizations, represented by the public, private, non-profit, and academic sectors, reported on their studies and activities on GNSS at the GIT meetings.

The APEC Regional GNSS Test bed Project, partially funded by the USTDA, facilitates research, development, acquisition, and implementation efforts of air navigation systems based on GNSS.  The current architecture will consist of seven test reference stations (TRS), one test master station (TMS), and VHF datalink. TRS will be installed in Australia, Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam, while TMS and VHF Data Link will be installed in Thailand.  Factory acceptance test and training for GNSS experts were conducted in February - March 2006, and Test bed equipment would be shipped out and installed at participating Economies in May-June 2006.  Thailand will conduct 25-30 test flights for 6 months (July-December) at Korat airport.  
An APEC GIT website was opened by Korea in May, 2006. Its address is http://www.apecgit.org and contains the APEC logo.  The website contains presentation and report materials of the GIT meetings.  The IAITS Group recommended that the websites for both TPT-WG and GIT should be linked to each other so that the relationship between the two groups could be seen. The IAITS Group acknowledged the Korea Civil Aviation Safety Authority (KCASA) and Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI) for opening and maintaining the GIT website.

The GIT Co-Chair noted that GNSS can be used by all transport modes, and indicated that Terms of Reference (TOR) should properly reflect the intended use of GNSS for multimodal transportation purposes.  The IAITS Group members and officials from transport modes other than aviation were encouraged to participate in GIT meetings, in addition to aviation experts, and to coordinate with relevant agencies before meetings to ensure that reports to GIT include all transport GNSS activities.  The GIT has revised the TOR and Work Program in light of the APEC TPT committee reforms and in view of the time that had elapsed since the TOR were previously revised in 2003.  The IAITS Group endorsed the revised GIT Terms of Reference and Work Program as amended by the GIT. The GIT was encouraged to introduce its work to the other modal groups as well as to the IAITS Group.
The GIT Co-Chair also noted that the Airports Authority of India is implementing a GNSS system, known as GPS-Aided GEO Augmented Navigation (GAGAN). The European Union (EU) is also implementing a European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS) system and the Galileo system.  Galileo is navigation satellite constellation, similar to the GPS systems administered by the United States.  GIT considered that India and EU should be invited to future GIT meetings and exchange information on the status of their systems.  It was noted that official guest status had been given to the EU in APEC.  The IAITS Group agreed to recommend future guest status for India.

Progress of the GNSS Test Bed                                                               THAILAND

Mr. Noppadol Pringvanich of Aeronautical Radio of Thailand LTD gave a detailed update on the APEC GNSS Test Bed project. The purposes of this project are to provide an operational demonstration of GNSS to participants and to analyze empirical GNSS data being gathered throughout the APEC region. The meeting also discussed the possibility of using the test bed data and infrastructure for applications in different modes of transportation, beyond the current usage in aviation applications.  Currently, seven APEC economies are confirmed participants of the APEC GNSS Test Bed. The equipment related to the test bed has already been shipped to host Economies, and integration testing is scheduled in June 2006. Following the integration testing, six month data collection period is planned, and the final report is targeted in December 2006.

NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

ITS Accessibility Workshop Project Proposal 

       UNITED STATES

The Chair, on behalf of the United States,  outlined a proposed new project to conduct a symposium in Hanoi, Vietnam in 2007 to raise the awareness of ITS to improve accessible transportation for people with disabilities and older adults. The new proposal replaces one that was similar but was recently disapproved by APEC.  He sought useful advice from the IAITS Group on ways to improve the new proposal to enhance its chance of success.  The consensus of the IAITS Group was that the idea of a symposium was good.  Possible ways to incorporate the symposium into other ongoing or proposed human capacity building efforts was recommended on an intersessional basis prior to future possible submission of the new proposal. 

Web-based Atlas of Trade and Transportation Corridors (WATTS)
       UNITED STATES

Dr. Browning presented the project proposal titled “Web-based Atlas of Trade and Transportation Corridors (WATTS). This proposal was developed by the Global  U-8 Consortium, which is made up of eight respected universities from around the world. The aim of the project proposal is to develop a web-based atlas to include transportation corridors, infrastructure and constraints in order to help APEC Economies with stock taking and implementing plans towards meeting Bogor’s goals. This is a follow-on to the Congestion Points Study that was disseminated in 1997 at TPTWG 11. The WATTS project includes three phase. Phases I and II deal with movement and constraints of containers in the APEC Region. Phase III is global in scope and is to be funded by other international organizations. Phase I requests APEC funds in the amount of $189,000.

Proposed APEC Telematics Strategy Study


                        KOREA 

A project proposal to the APEC TEL Business Facilitation Steering Group was provided to the IAITS Group for information.  The project is self-funded and proposes to identify potential issues surrounding the introduction of telematics into the APEC region.  Korea indicated the proposal was not submitted for formal approval to the TPT-WG, but rather for information to the IAITS Group.
Survey of Workforce Development Needs

                   UNITED STATES

Dr. Patrick Sherry made a presentation on a proposed new project that would identify an overarching strategy for prioritizing the education and training activities of the IAITS Group.  The proposed project idea is supported by Australia, Indonesia, and the Philippines.  The proposed project would attempt to identify the skill shortages that exist in various governmental and industry organizations.  A survey of the workforce would be conducted that would provide information on the extent to which the needed skills for successful intermodal transportation actually exist in member economies. Identifying and documenting the extent to which the skills exist would enable more strategic allocation of existing resources.  These surveys would address the needs for workforce development and expansion.  The gathering of this information could be used to guide the various decision making bodies in the allocation of funds and the planning of appropriate education and workforce development activities. The IAITS Group recommended further work to improve the proposal before final preparation and submission at the next TPT-WG meeting.  

Proposed Research and Analysis on Using More Inland Rivers in Intermodal Transport                                                                                                                      CHINA

Mr. Fei Weijun of the Waterborne Transportation Institute discussed a proposal to conduct research and a seminar involving the use of inland waterways as a means to attract more cargo from roads to waterways, reducing congestion and pollution, saving energy, and reducing intermodal transportation costs.  The IAITS Group endorsed the proposed research and seminar idea.  It recommended the further development and refinement of the proposal and that it be brought before the IAITS Group again at the next TPT-WG meeting.  

Secure and Smart Container Development for Intermodal Transport               CHINA                                                                                       

Mr. Fei Weijun discussed a proposal to conduct a seminar and do research on the topic of secure and smart container development for intermodal transport. The objectives of this research and collaboration effort are to improve safety and security in the use of intermodal containers, to increase efficiency in intermodal transfer, and to coordinate standards development with ISO TC 104 and 204.  The IAITS Group endorsed the proposed research and seminar idea.  It recommended the further development and refinement of the proposal and its coordination with other relevant international organizations that are conducting similar efforts.  The IAITS Group also recommended the proposal be brought up for further discussion at the next TPT-WG meeting. 

NEW ACTION PLAN FOR THE COMBINED GROUP (Intermodal + ITS) – including initiatives to address upcoming Ministerial meeting
       UNITED STATES

The Chair discussed the Action Plan format governing the activities of the former ITS Experts Group and suggested that this document could serve as a model for a new Plan for the IAITS Group.  Dr. Browning also discussed a document that helped govern the direction of the former Intermodal Experts Group.  As a result of discussions, a new Plan will be formulated under the direction of the Chair.  A task force involving the USA, Australia, Canada, China, and Thailand would ensure the development of a draft document on an intersessional basis.  A draft Plan will be available for discussion at the next TPT-WG meeting.   
Ideas for Joint Workshops with ISO TC204


       UNITED STATES

The Chair tabled this item for further discussion at the next TPT-WG meeting. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

· The IAITS Group requests that the Plenary recognize the progress made on the following projects and activities:

	-  Enhancing the existing Intermodal Case Study as an APEC Professionally Distributed Product.
	     UNITED STATES

	-  Mutual Recognition – Trial of a Competency-based Model on Intermodal and Logistics Managers.
	             AUSTRALIA   

	-   Short Sea Shipping Study:  A Report on Successful SSS Models that can Improve Ports’ Efficiency and Security While Reducing Congestion, Fuel Costs, and Pollution (TPTWG26/IEG/6.1.1)
	     UNITED STATES

	-   APEC Secure Trade Evaluation Project (2005/TPT IMG 25/ITS/G.11)
	     UNITED STATES

	-    Secure Trade Project: Combined Phases 3-5
	     UNITED STATES

	- Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs Phase II – Philippines Workshop
	            PHILIPPINES

	-  ITS workshops in Bali, Indonesia, and Manila, the Philippines. These workshops are intended to raise awareness about the potential for universal design and improve accessible transport for people with disabilities and older adults.
	     UNITED STATES

	-   World Report ITS Standards (WRITSS) Project: Phase II survey of the World Report of ITS Standards.
	                      KOREA

	-    ISO TC204 Liaison Update
	                      KOREA

	-   Report of the 8th and 9th meeting of the APEC GNSS Implementation Team held in early April 2006
	                       JAPAN

	-    Implementation of the APEC GNSS Test Bed
	               THAILAND


· The IAITS Group requests that the Plenary approve the following new project:

	- Web-Based Atlas of Global Commerce: Transportation Corridors,  Infrastructure, and Constraints (WATTS)
	     UNITED STATES


· The IAITS Group requests the Plenary to note that the following proposals undergo further development for submission and consideration in future TPT-WG meetings:

	- ITS Accessibility Workshop Project Proposal
	     UNITED STATES

	- Survey of Workforce Development Needs
	     UNITED STATES

	- Policies for Using More Inland Rivers in Intermodal Transport
	         CHINA

	- Secure and Smart Container Development for Intermodal
	                       CHINA


· The IAITS Group requests the Plenary to note that a New Action Plan for the Combined Group (Intermodal + ITS) – including initiatives to address upcoming Ministerial meeting will be developed intersessionally for review at TPT-WG 28.

· The IAITS Group requests the Plenary to pass on to the APEC-TPT those recommendations from the Ninth Meeting of the APEC GNSS Implementation Team as follows: 

1. Consider and endorse the revised GIT Terms of Reference and Work Program

2. Note that the GIT web-site would be opened at http://www.apecgit.org with cooperation from the Korea Civil Aviation Safety Authority (KCASA) and Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI), and allow the use of the APEC Logo at the web-site;

3. Allow the GIT Co-Chairs to extend an invitation to EU to participate in the GIT meetings for reporting the status of EGNOS and Galileo system;

4. Issue an official guest status to India in the GIT activities, and allow the GIT Co-Chairs to extend invitation to India to participate in the GIT meetings for reporting the status of Indian GPS-Aided GEO Augmented Navigation (GAGAN) and exchanging information on GNSS; 

5. Support the APEC GNSS Test Bed Project;

6. Encourage Economies to participate in the GIT meetings by experts from all transport modes; and

7. Agree that GIT should report semi-annually to the IAITS Group on its activities during the APEC TPT WG meetings.

· The IAITS Group also requests the Plenary note that in order to ensure the ongoing support of the Transportation Working Group for the secure transport of dangerous goods, it is recommended that APEC economies:

1. Confirm their adoption of the relevant international codes, agreements and     standards are accurately reflected in the table at Attachment B in the Final Report;

2. Continue to share information regarding the transport of dangerous goods through the Intermodal Experts Group, in consultation with both the Aviation and Maritime Security sub Groups, reporting on new international developments as and when required.  This could be achieved through a standard agenda item for future IAITS Group meetings;

3. Encourage the implementation of transport security plans across modes, ensuring that the transport of dangerous goods is addressed; and

4. Apply their best endeavors to address any gaps in the regulatory systems between modes.

IV.4  Report of the Land Experts Group
The Land Transport Expert Group Meeting met on Tuesday 22 May 2006 in Hanoi, Viet Nam. The meeting was chaired by Mr.Chamroon Tangpaisalkit and Mr.Sang-Do Kim as Vice-Chair of the Land Transport Experts Group. The plenary meeting was attended by the participants from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; the Peoples Republic of China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; New Zealand; Singapore; the Philippines; the Russian Federation; Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Singapore; Thailand; the United States of America, and Viet Nam.

The Chair expressed his willingness to achieve the progress on the achievement to meet Bogor goals and encouraging more competitive transportation, improving human capacity; and encouraging secure and safe transportation systems.

The Chair acknowledged that the agenda had set the scene in the Opening Plenary for each experts groups (RSEG and VSHG) to sit together to be informed which direction the LS/DLS/HODs was agreed upon to direct the modal experts group to comply with. The Chair reinforced the importance of the work of the Experts Groups, acknowledging the good works and achievements to date. He reinforced the need for RSEG and VSHG, even held separately to be working concurrently to a schedule addressing the directives of the Lead Shepherd, our Ministers and our Leaders.

REVIEW OF THE PROGRESS REPORT FROM 25th and 26th TPT-WG

The meeting briefly reviewed the results of the last RSEG and RTHP Meeting held at the 25th and 26th APEC TPTWG. This was to inform the meeting of both experts group to be aware of all the activities and the direction of each group to continuously work on for the year to come.

TPT MINISTERIAL DIRECTIVES FOR TRANSPORTATION

The meeting discussed throughout the table of the 4th Ministerial Directives (Bali July 2004) – Implementation Plan (as appeared in the Annex B). The Chair focused the attention of the plenary to item number 2 on the table on the area of road safety technical assistance initiatives which stated that USA to report on the first phase of the project for a model data system for improving data collection and evaluation capabilities on road safety. A delegate from the Philippines commented that in the area of Implementation of the arrangements for the structured exchange of information among member economies on safety and security best practices and measures, TPTWG has an overlapped of the projects proposed for APEC funding that should be related as a cross-cutting between various model. In this regards, the meeting took note that there were rooms for some of the projects that Land Transport Experts Group could be endorsed to the project related to the end users of the project no matter what the project was related to the technologies or which mode of transportation.

The meeting took note to contribute their cooperation among each economy to take stock of all the activities related to Ministerial Directives and send their comment to the Chair by the end of June 2006.

Progress Report on Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol (Land IS-CAP)

xiii)
As the next agenda item on the plenary, the RSEG heard a presentation from a delegate from the Philippines on the report the progress of the project Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol (Land IS-CAP).  This project intends to draw up and design a set of Terms of Reference & Rules of Engagement, establish an Advocacy Campaign to refocus the culture of Public Land Transport Commuters and enhance their vigilance & awareness on pro-active security program plan of actions against terrorism, particularly in Public Land Transport Critical and Strategic Infrastructures and Services (PLT-CSIS) (as appeared in Annex C).

Report of the Road Safety Experts Group meeting (RSEG)

The RSEG met on 22-24 May 2006, in Hanoi, Viet Nam to continue discussions on road traffic safety issues and possible cooperation among the APEC economies. The meeting opened with a greeting and words of welcome from Mr.Chamroon TUNGPAISALKIT, Chair (Thailand) of the RSEG. Also in attendance throughout the meeting by 28 representatives from 15 economies including Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, USA and Viet Nam. A speaker from Ubon Ratchathani University-Mr.Sittha JAENSITISAK, Thailand, was attending as a speaker on Road Pricing Policy to raise fund for road safety (as attached in the Annex D). Dr Nick Rogers of the International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA) attended the meeting as an official guest.

As a first item of discussion, the RSEG adopted the agenda. The Chair invited comments from delegates on the proposed agenda in order to facilitate the modification or adoption. The Chair also proposed to the RSEG to select a co-chair to assist the Chair as necessary on the voluntary basis. The delegate from the Philippines (Ms.Maria Elena H.BAUTISTA) was voluntarily offered to be a co-chair of this RSEG meeting.

The Chair briefly reported on the outcome of the RSEG Meeting held on September 19-22, 2005 during the 26th APEC TPTWG in Vladivostok, Russia. RSEG also briefly discussed the last meeting and highlighted the important initiatives of the meeting including the ongoing project of the first phase of the data collection and evaluation capabilities on road safety. Other economies interested in the project: Indonesia, the Philippines, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, and Peru. A review of the project on protocols for land transport security was given by the Philippines. Australia is co-sponsor on this project.

As the next agenda item, RSEG discussed the traffic safety data collection and evaluation system project. The Chair reported to RSEG the progress to date of the Thailand Data System Evaluation. He informed the RSEG that during 17-19 August 2005, four U.S. experts team, lead by Dr. Joseph S. Carra, Associate Administrator of National Center for Statistics & Analysis (NCSA) of National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), US Department of Transport (DOT) made a study trip to Thailand to study the data collection of road accident of Thailand’s related agencies including the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Public Health and the Royal Thai Police. The study concluded that each organization has a different system and method for the collection of road accident data. The problem was that the data was collected separately by individual agencies, and there is no integration of data among these organizations. The key recommendation of the project is to integrate the data collection to enable easier access to data.

5.
In this regard, NCSA’s expert team has recommended to Thailand as follows:

5.1
It is necessary to have a nationwide database which is available for other agencies. A unified road accident data report should be jointly designed, and well-trained data collectors in every area are essential for filling out the report form.

5.2.
Three major ministries should set up a linkage of data collection, concerning road safety. The data of each organization should be accessible by using 13 digits ID linkage.

5.3.
In connection with the primary data collection of road safety a related table between 3 factors of road accidents should be used including human, vehicle and road, and compared with the accident occurrence (pre-crash, crash and post-crash). This related table is called the Haddon Matrix.

5.4.
Conduct a trial of the system and welcome any recommendations of the commuter in order to correct and improve the system.

The Chairman informed RSEG that Thailand will convey a pilot project of road accident data linkage between various organizations in Nonthaburi Province (emphasizing the three main Ministries - the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Public Health and the Royal Thai Police). In this respect, it is possible to hire the consultants to create data linkage software as a prototype for expansion over the country in the future. Thailand will cooperate with the related agencies and will request supporting budget from the Road Safety Fund.

Mr. Ezana Wondimneh, the US delegate representing the NHTSA made a short presentation on the next step of the project.  He highlighted the need for the completion of the visit to Thailand, and the Government of Thailand strongly affirmed its commitment to the project.  Next step will be implemented before the next TPTWG which will provide time for the Chair to evaluate the project and prepare a report to the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Australia in 2007.

The Chair also informed RSEG that Thailand is committed to participate in the next phases of the project to offer its experiences and ‘lessons learned’ from the project implementation.  An important aspect of the project is to assist the economy identify linkages between data and preparing justifications for funding requests in order to secure funding for their own road safety improvement programs.

The meeting took note that the project was scheduled for completion in 2006. Following implementation of the Thailand project, the US encouraged the participants from the relevant agencies from Thailand to visit USA in 2006 to learn what USA is currently doing to improve its own data system. 

The Indonesian delegate expressed his strong interest in nominating his economy as the next project participant.

As the next agenda item on Report on Road Accident Database and Good Practice, the Chair presented “Current Accident Situation and Motorcycle Safety Measure in Thailand”. He discussed the Accident Frequencies, Accident Fatalities, Accident Injuries, Registered Vehicles, Countrywide Road Traffic Accident Statistics, Ratio of the Registered Vehicles Nationwide and the related statistics in Thailand.  In addition, Risk Factors for the Road Accident were not wearing helmets, drunk driving, dangerous driving behavior. If more than 90 % of motorcycle drivers wear helmets, the number of deaths and severe head injuries would be reduced by 20-30 %. 

Vietnamese delegate presented the situation of Road Safety in the past 15 years. It showed that road accidents have been fast increasing during 1990-2002 and started reducing since 2003. Viet Nam was aware of some major problems that caused the increasing accidents, particularly the quick growth in the number of motorbikes; no helmet wearing and not fully obeying the laws and regulations in road safety of road users. Viet Nam had some national policies to reduce the annual rate of road accidents and prepared the long term program for road safety by 2012. This program will mobilize multi resources to reach the target “Within 15 years Viet Nam will build a robust safety management system that produces best practice safety outcomes on controllable and sustainable basis”. 

On the next agenda item which is the Other Matters, RSEG was informed that the APEC Auto Dialogue intends to host a Road Safety Summit in conjunction with the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting, which will be held in March 2007 in Adelaide, Australia. The Japanese delegate explained that the said summit is planned as a separate event by the Auto Dialogue, which is not operated by transport ministries, and suggested that given the date and venue of the said summit it might be good to make enough communication between the transport ministries and the ministries which are in charge of Auto Dialogue.

Report of Vehicle Standards Harmonization Group Meeting (VSHG) 
Date:

Progress reports of action plan to introduce ECE Regulations

Overall status of recent UN/ECE/WP29 sessions (Republic of Korea)

Korea made a presentation about the Overall Status of Recent UN/ECE/WP29 Sessions. Chinese Taipei expressed appreciation for summarizing progress in WP29 activities. Australia welcomed active feedback from all the participants in order to make the APEC expert group meeting a channel toward a successful WP29. Chinese Taipei reminded VSHG that a contact point should be established to deal with difficulties in interpreting ECE regulations. The Chair suggested discussing this matter in detail in agenda 4.2, because they are related.

Brief reports of each party’s harmonization progress (Each economy)

Australia nearly completed to review all the regulations applicable to passenger vehicles. Motorcycle regulations are fully harmonized, and passenger vehicle regulations are nearly harmonized. Only heavy vehicle regulations are still under review. Australia intends to apply several regulations this year under the provisions of the 1958 Agreement.  Australia also intends to accede to the 1998 Agreement this year.

Brunei Darussalam has not acceded to 1958 Agreement, but proposed to attend WP29 sessions as an observer in the near future.  Brunei Darussalam has used R14, R16, R44 in line with legal endorsement and the number of ECE regulations used will be increased to  20 by 2010, once Brunei Darussalam has gained enough experience and competent officers. .

Chinese Taipei adopted 40 ECE regulations officially through WTO notification on Nov. 10, 2004. These regulations are scheduled to first take effect in 2006 and partly in 2007. 9 candidate regulations have been decided to suspend temporarily from suggestions of industrial sector.

Indonesia adopted Euro II emission standard on Aug. 2005. Tire and seat belt standards are now being reviewed.

Japan already adopted 29 ECE regulations, and R94 is now being harmonized. 4 new regulations, R14, 16, 44, and 80, are expected to be applied in Oct. 2006. Lastly, 2 GTRs will be adopted.  Door hinge, one of them, will be adopted through modification of R11.

Korea presented Action Plans for International Harmonization of Korean Vehicle Safety Standards. Korea explained its policy to set its priority on Passenger Car Standards Harmonization and to pursue to harmonize 4~5 items per year.

Singapore reported that work was in progress to sign the 1958 Agreement by 2007. It was also reported that the implementation of the Euro-IV standard for diesel vehicles is scheduled for 1 Oct 2006.

Thailand is operating 4 working groups toward International harmonization and type approval system. Draft national regulations in line with R11, R13H, R16, R41, R46, R48, and R51 have been finished.

USA presented its international activities regarding traffic safety and discussed the 1998 Agreement program of work under WP29 in detail. The US also suggested that this VSHG group devote part of each meeting’s agenda to discuss coordinating our efforts at WP29.

Viet Nam started to make new technical standards system based on ECE regulations for new motor vehicle type approval in 2000. ECE R39, R60, R81 for motorcycles have been applied since 2002. Euro II emission standards will be applied from July 1st, 2007.

The 3rd UNESCAP meeting

The Chair asked all participants to attend the 3rd UNESCAP meeting to be held in Busan in Nov. 2006. Brochures were distributed to all the participants.

Summary Recommendations

The Land Transport Experts Group recommends that the plenary of the Transportation Working Group:

accept the reports and recommendations of the:

· Road Safety Experts Group - RSEG

· Vehicle Standards Harmonization Group - VSHG

note the progress that has been made in Road Safety Experts Group;

note the reporting of progress toward the Bogor Goals in the Vehicle Standards Harmonisation Group; and

note that a draft on Terms of Reference (TOR) will be prepared by Thailand in consultation with other member economies and submitted to the Lead Shepherd by June 30, 2006. The action plan will be updated to be considered at the next Land Transport Experts Group Meeting in APEC TPT-WG 28.

V. 
APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN

HOD’s will approve the TPT-WG Operational Plan intersessionally.

VI.
APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

The Plenary approved the following projects for consideration by the by the BMC
Operational Account:

Results for TPTWG Operational account proposals are

	TRANSPORTATION
	
	 
	362,594 
	 
	 
	150,560 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1.
	Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol (Land IS-CAP)
	
	TPT 01/2006
	104,509 
	 
	
	                   -   
	 
	 

	2.
	- Web-Based Atlas of Global Commerce: Transportation Corridors,  Infrastructure, and Constraints (WATTS
	
	02/2006
	
	
	
	
	 
	


VII.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TPT-WG MEETINGS

Canada has graciously offered to host the 28th meeting of the TPT-WG in Vancouver, September 5-8, 2006.  .  Australia announced that they would host the Fifth Ministerial in Adelaide, Australia, March 28-30, 2007.  The Lead Shepherd expressed his thanks to the delegates from Canada for their commitment to host the 28th meeting.  He asked all Economies to consider hosting future meetings, and especially those who have not previously hosted a meeting, or had not done so recently, as the TPT-WG will need to meet regularly to advance Ministerial and Leader’s directives.  

VIII.
APPROVAL OF THE CHAIR’S REPORT/CLOSING
The Lead Shepherd delivered his closing remarks and thanked the host economy of Vietnam for their excellent efforts this week in hosting the TPT-WG-27 Meeting, as well as the meeting secretariat for their excellent management of the meeting.  In addition, he thanked the HOD of Vietnam and Mr. Peter Siripol of Australia, for their efforts in making this meeting a true success.  
The Chair’s Final Report was to be circulated following TPT-WG-27.
The Lead Shepherd/Deputy Lead Shepherd expressed their deepest thanks to the many contributions of Mr. Lamberto Pia, Philippines HOD (former Lead Shepherd) who is retiring from public service.  In addition, they thanked Mr. Sukhov our new Program Director for his contributions to the TPT-WG. 
The Lead Shepherd thanked the Vietnam as host economy and making this his final meeting as chair, a true success.  The chair expressed his thanks to the DLS, HODS, Modal Expert Chairs, and passed steering committee chairs for their service during the last two years.  
Mush has been accomplished, but much remains to be done.  The TPT for the first time in its existence had an operating budget for projects of $2 million annually, this was achieved through economy’s support of TPT efforts, and industry support and involvement.   As was stated at the beginning of my term, the work of the TPT must be relevant to Leaders, Ministers, and industry, if we are to continue to receive support and funding.  
The Chair thanked HODS, and all delegates for the opportunity to serve them as the Lead Shepherd.  He asked that all delegates strongly support the efforts of the incoming Lead Shepherd to make the next two years the best ever for the TPT-WG. 

The meeting was adjourned.
SAFE SKIES AND FAIR WINDS
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