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	28th APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting  

Vancouver, Canada

5-8 September 2006


Report of the Aviation Safety Experts Sub-Group to the 

Aviation Experts Group of the 

27th APEC Transportation Working Group

The United States chaired the Aviation Safety Experts Sub-Group (AvSEG) meeting Tuesday, 23 May 2006.  Eleven participants from eight economies attended including Australia, China, Japan, Philippines, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States, and Vietnam.  Macao, China participated as an observer.

Transportation Minister’s Aviation Safety Directives: 

· Harness new technologies and best practices to facilitate travel and trade;

· Improve transport safety in the region;

· Improve human capacity and institutional development, with a particular focus on developing concrete results-oriented actions of economic and technical assistance and capacity building to ensure the balanced advancement between economic and technical cooperation and trade and investment liberalization and facilitation; and 

· Work with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International Labour Organization (ILO) without duplication of the work undertaken by those organizations.

Completed AvSEG Projects: 

New Technologies Workshop I:  The United States presented outcomes of the APEC Performance Based Navigation Workshop that took place 20 – 23 September 2005 in Singapore.  One hundred seventeen participants from 17 economies attend workshops on approving and implementing Area Navigation (RNAV) and Required Navigation Performance (RNP) procedures.  

Current AvSEG Projects: 

There are no current aviation safety projects.

New AvSEG Projects: 

New Technologies Workshop II:  AvSEG agreed to pursue a follow-on RNAV/RNP workshop, details of which (topics, location, co-sponsor, etc.) would be determined intersessionally.  The United States agreed sponsor and self-fund.

AvSEG Meeting: 

The Chair continued the previous day’s discussion on the new Transportation Working Group (TPTWG) structure.  Although all in attendance agreed that the new structure would help to convey aviation safety issues to senior APEC decision makers in more streamline manner, challenges still exist over participation and scopes of work across the Aviation Experts Group (AEG).  Australia, the AEG vice-chair, notified AvSEG that AEG Terms of Reference (TOR) were under development that would help address these concerns.  The group agreed to review the draft TOR intersessionally in preparation for adoption at TPTWG-28 in Vancouver, Canada.

The Chair discussed the evolution of the current operational plan and opened the floor to comments on its revision.  It was noted that the current long-term project to work cooperatively to address International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) audit deficiencies is supported by decisions made at the recent ICAO Director’s General meeting.  However, it was suggested that a discussion with ICAO prior to the assumption of a project would be beneficial.  The suggestion of the inclusion of Safety Management Systems in the discussion with ICAO was also made and accepted.  The Chair agreed to update the operational plan as necessary and recommended that APEC strengthen cooperation with international bodies, such as ICAO, the International Air Transport Association (IATA), the Airports Council International (ACI), etc., on broader issues.  

The Chair reviewed the potential projects list that has been developed over the last three AvSEG meetings and noted that a project identification/submission template would benefit the AEG to manage just such lists and ensure projects meet the new TPTWG structure standards.  The United States volunteered to develop just such a template.  The Chair further stated that the current list would be updated intersessionally and provided to the group before the next TPTWG meeting in Vancouver.

The Chair briefed the AvSEG on the Foreign Air Carrier Licensing concept paper, submitted by the United States, and discussed the basis for the paper (unilateral actions against air carriers; major accidents; and unclear ICAO guidance).  Although the intention of the paper was considered worthy, the group agreed that the steps were too ambitious at this time.  AvSEG recommends APEC strengthen cooperation with international bodies without duplication.

The Chair provided copies of the aviation safety language developed for the 4th Transportation Ministerial.  Australia thanked the Chair and reminded the group that the Heads of Delegation would be discussing ministerial preparations at this TPTWG.  Those discussions could include a preparation framework that would be transmitted to the economies prior to the next TPTWG meeting.  Australia reminded the group that, as hosts of the 5th Transportation Ministerial, preparation would be an open process that would encourage the sharing of information.

The AvSEG participants provided their contact, but suggested that further updates could be obtained at the Aviation Steering Committee meeting.  The Chair noted that further development of the contact list would be conducted the following day when the entire Aviation Groups meets.

After completion of the agenda, the AvSEG determined that working in conjunction with ICAO was a consistent theme of the day’s discussions.  As such, the Chair recommended that the Aviation Steering Committee explore an appropriate means of coordinating with ICAO.

AvSEG Recommendations to the Aviation Experts Group:

a) note the success of the 20 – 23 September 2005 New Technologies Workshop on RNAV/RNP that took place in Singapore;

b) encourage the economies to work intersessionally to develop a follow-up New Technologies Workshop, including the determination of topics and location;

c) suggest engaging with international bodies on broader safety issues to ensure future projects meet international standards and best practices; 

d) suggest the AEG invite international bodies, such as ICAO, IATA, & ACI, through existing APEC channels to participate in a discussion group on foreign carrier licensing issues to ensure safety, security and air services concerns are considered in order to determine if a project should be pursued; and

e) encourage the AEG, through existing APEC channels, explore wider coordination with international bodies; and 

f) encourage economies to forward appropriate aviation safety points of contact to the AvSEG Chair.

AvSEG participants list

	Name


	Organization
	Economy
	E-Mail

	Michael E. Daniel (Chair)
	Federal Aviation Administration
	United States
	mike.e.daniel@faa.gov


	Thomas A. Naskoviak (Sec.)
	Federal Aviation Administration
	United States
	thomas.naskoviak@faa.gov


	John Doherty
	Dept. of Transport & Regional Services
	Australia
	john.doherty@dotars.gov.au


	Brian C.W. Lai
	Civil Aviation Authority of Macau
	Macau, China
	brianlai@aacm.gov.mo

	Ma Tao
	General Administration of Civil Aviation of China
	China
	matao@caac.gov.cn

	Ken Enjiri
	Ministry of Land, Infrastructure & Transport
	Japan
	ejiri-k255@mlit.go.jp


	Sorasak Silpsevi
	AEROTHAI
	Thailand
	sorasak.si@aerothai.co.th

	Nguyen Duc LAM
	Civil Aviation Administration of Vietnam
	Vietnam
	lamnd@caa.gov.vn

	Wilfredo S. Borja
	Air Transportation Office
	Philippines
	wilborja_aeb@yahoo.com

	Dr. Charles, Chi-Kuo Lin
	Ministry of Transportation & Communications
	Chinese Taipei
	chikuo@iot.gov.tw


	Pham Dai Nghia
	Civil Aviation Administration of Vietnam
	Vietnam
	nghiapd@caa.gov.vn
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