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Aviation safety Experts Sub-Group

Concept Paper:  Foreign Air Carrier Licensing Project for APEC

At TPT-WG/25, the United States offered the following potential project to the Aviation Safety Experts Sub-Group (AEG-SAF) for consideration:

Foreign Air Operator Safety Authorization:  as the liberalization efforts within APEC increase, the need to authorize carriers to undertake those operations will become necessary.

Prompted by discussions at the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Special Director’s General for Civil Aviation Conference, the United States proposes a project to develop common foreign air carrier licensing procedures among the APEC economies.  The project would identify current practices to develop guidance materials to allow for harmonizing foreign air carrier licensing procedures.  The AEG-SAF would undertake the project in consultation with the Air Services Sub-Group (AEG-AS).

The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) identified the need for common licensing procedures during discussions with our bilateral partners.  The FAA currently issues roughly 80 pages of operations specifications for foreign air carriers to serve the U.S. market whereas some authorities require no paperwork at all.  The project could provide minimum acceptable paperwork (3 –4 pages or fewer) without reducing the safety oversight of those carriers.  The project would support the ministerial directives to fulfill the Bogor Goals on free and open trade and investment and support efforts to implement the MALIAT
.  The project would also support industry requests for more efficient means of approving foreign air carrier operation.

Should the AEG-SAF support this concept paper and forward it to the Aviation Experts Group (AEG) for consideration as a project, the project could include the following phases:

Phase 1:
Survey of economies to determine current foreign air carrier licensing procedures required by national law and ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices;

Phase 2:
Identification of common licensing procedures to determine the minimum potential procedures required by national law;

Phase 3:
Review of identified common licensing procedures by the economies to ensure compliance with national law;

Phase 4
Development of mutually acceptable guidance materials for use by economies; and

Phase 5
Presentation of guidance materials to economies, industry and ICAO.

� MALIAT currently includes Brunei, Chile, New Zealand, Samoa, Singapore, Tonga, and the United States.








PAGE  
- 2 - 


