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Report of the Aviation Security Sub-group 

I. Introduction

1. The Chair presented a report on behalf of the Aviation Security Sub-Group (AEG-SEC).  17 delegates attended the meeting on 5-6 September 2006 representing 11 economies:

i. Australia (Vice Chair),

ii. Canada,

iii. China,
iv. Hong Kong, China (Chair), 

v. Japan,

vi. New Zealand,

vii. Philippines,

viii. Chinese Taipei,

ix. Thailand,

x. United States, and

xi. Vietnam.

II.
Ongoing Projects and issues: Report on Status

2. In relation to the preparation works for the 2007 Ministerial meeting, the AEG-SEC, in recognizing the importance of co-operation between relevant APEC economies and international organizations in enhancing aviation security standards, best practices, air travel, facilitations and trade, agreed to collaborate with the APEC CTTF’s initiative in the development and implementation of an aviation security Point-of-Contact (PoC) network.
3. The USA presented a data collection template for PoC data, which would be submitted for endorsement by the CTTF-III meeting in September 2006.  The USA also proposed and Australia agreed to conduct a test of the network by Australia in early 2007 with the testing protocol to be shared by the USA for comments by other economies.  
4. The AEG-SEC discussed the way forward on how best to cooperate with the CTTF in the project.  Since the project was initiated by the CTTF, the meeting was of the consensus that the implementation of the network should be initiated by the CTTF and it was agreed that a proposal would be recommended to the CTTF on how and when to implement the PoC network.
III.
New Project Proposal and Issues

5. The AEG-SEC endorsed an initiative by Australia to identify current practices in air cargo security within member economies across the APEC region.  The initiative would benefit APEC economies in particular airport operators, aircraft operators and cargo operators by establishing baseline data about air cargo security across the APEC region. 
6. Australia presented a paper on the progress of the project together with a draft survey questionnaire, which would be distributed to member economies after minor adjustments as suggested by the Chair.  The meeting agreed that a recommendation should be made through the AEG for the result of the survey to be considered at the next TPTWG.  The results of the survey will be presented in aggregated form.
IV.
Results achieved and Projects Completed
7. In relation to HRD, the AEG-SEC initiated a project in capacity building in January 2002 by setting up a training capacity database amongst the APEC economies.  Inputs were received from Hong Kong, Japan, New Zealand, Philippines, Chinese Taipei and the USA and a consolidated database was posted on the TPTWG website since February 2005.  
V.
Transportation Ministers Statement Summary

8. In response to the outcome of the 4th Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Bali, Indonesia in 2004, the AEG-SEC have made progress in the following areas: 

i. Promoting free and open trade and investment


The AEG-SEC was in the progress of identifying current practices in air cargo security across the APEC region through an initiative by Australia.

ii. Harnessing new technologies and best practices to facilitate travel and trade


The AEG-SEC shared expertise and experience in the application of technology for screening of passengers, baggage and cargo to mitigate security risk and facilitate the flow of passengers and cargo.
iii. Improving human capacity, technical assistance and capacity building

The AEG-SEC had completed development of a training capacity database to enhance the training of security personnel. The AEG-SEC, in collaboration with ICAO and other international bodies, would seek to arrange more aviation security-related training to be made available to member economies.

iv. Co-operating with international organizations to achieve common goals that would benefit all economies in enhancing trade and facilitation

The AEG-SEC noted that some economies had adopted the ICAO model legislation on unruly passengers and encouraged others to enact similar regulation in accordance with the ICAO resolution.

VI. Economy Reports 
9. New Zealand reported on its development of the national aviation security training program and confidential reporting system.  The AEG-SEC encouraged economies to adopt similar programs and systems to enhance aviation security.

10. Hong Kong, China presented a paper on the adaptation of ICAO model legislation on unruly passengers. The AEG-SEC urged economies to enact similar regulation in accordance with the ICAO resolution.

11. In the context of promoting liberalization of trade and facilitation, Hong Kong, China also presented a paper on one-stop security concept for transfer passenger and baggage. The AEG-SEC suggested economies consider development and implementation of one-stop security strategies on a bilateral basis, taking into consideration the guiding principles provided by ICAO.
12. The AEG-SEC noted a paper by the USA on the new cargo security requirements in the USA.

13. The USA also presented a paper on the latest security requirements for US-bound flights as a result of the recent security event in the UK. 
14. The AEG-SEC noted the information presented by the USA on the latest security screening technology.
VII.
Future Work Program

15. The AEG-SEC would seek to arrange more aviation security-related training for APEC economies in collaboration with ICAO and other international bodies.
16. The AEG-SEC would continue to encourage member economies to share information and expertise regarding suitable screening equipment for passenger, baggage and cargo to facilitate air transportation across the APEC region.
17. The AEG-SEC would cooperate closely with ICAO on the implementation of any security measures in addressing the new and emerging threats to aviation security.
VIII.  
Required Amendments to Operational Plan

18. The AEG-SEC discussed and developed an AEG-SEC operational plan (at Attachment I) as a roadmap for the sub-group.  
19. The AEG-SEC discussed a paper from AEG on the implications of safety and security technology on the liberalization and facilitation of air transport and confirmed that the recommendations of the paper had been covered under the AEG-SEC’s operational plan.
IX.
Recommendations for the AEG Meeting

20. The AEG-SEC recommended that the TPTWG Lead Shepherd to advise the CTTF Chair of the sub-group’s agreement to collaborate on the PoC project.
21. The AEG-SEC also recommended the AEG to note the works of Australia in identifying current practices in air cargo security within member economies across the APEC region and agreed that the results of the survey be considered at the next TPTWG. 

22. The AEG-SEC recommended the AEG to note the work of the sub-group and the supports given to the AEG in achieving the Bogor goals.  
******

Attachment I

AVIATION SECURITY SUB- GROUP OPERATIONAL PLAN

	Objectives
	Actions 
	Outcome(s)
	Timeframe
	Benefits
	Beneficiaries

	Aviation Security Sub-Group:

Lead Economy: Hong Kong, China
	
	
	
	
	

	To increase cooperation between economies in relation to aviation security issues in the APEC region, in order to assist member Economies in meeting the Standards and Recommended Practices of Annex 17 to the Chicago Convention. 
	The AEG-SEC discussed at TPTWG28 the implementation of newly introduced ICAO standards  on Confidential reporting system and National Avsec Training Programme.  

	Member economies will share each others experience in the subjects and discuss the actual implementation of the new standards.
	ST
	Member economies will have better understandings of the latest requirements in Annex 17 in their  preparation for the ICAO USAP audits.
	APEC Economies.

	To develop methods to coordinate and harmonize security measures, responses and standards to meet the needs of the APEC region’s expanding transportation systems.

	i) The AEG-SEC will encourage economies to consider development and implementation of one-stop security strategies on a bilateral basis, taking into consideration the guiding principles provided by ICAO.
ii) The AEG-SEC will also conduct a survey on air cargo security to identify current practices.
	i) Mutual recognition through bilateral agreement of security standards between airports of member economies.

ii) Identify current practices in the regulation of air cargo security.
	i) MT

ii) ST
	i) Facilitation of movement of transfer traffic and enhancement of  airport operations.

ii) Better practice in cargo security standards amongst member economies.
	APEC Economies, in particular airport operators, aircraft operators, cargo operators and the travelling public.

	To cooperate in the areas of research, development, and use of technology and operational procedures, leading to more effective means of enhancing aviation security.
	The AEG-SEC will discuss the latest security requirements and will be updated on the latest development in technologies and best practices.
	Application of new technologies to enhance aviation security and facilitate flow of passenger and cargo.
	On-going
	Member Economies will have a better understanding of the latest security requirements and technology available for their implementation.
	APEC Economies 

	To enhance the exchange of information and communications by appropriate means with other aviation security bodies as well as international aviation industry associations such as ICAO and IATA.
	The AEG-SEC will collaborate with the APEC CTTF in the development and implementation of aviation security Point-of-Contact network.
	Establishment of an aviation security Point-of-Contact network among APEC Economies.
	ST 
	Enhancement of communications and sharing of aviation security related information.
	APEC Economies
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