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5-8 September 2006


GUIDANCE FROM THE LEAD SHEPHERD ON SOME KEY AGENDA ITEMS FOR TPT-WG28

This paper outlines priorities for TPT-WG28, some of the issues we need to consider and expected deliverables.

APEC Transportation Ministers Meeting, March 2007    This will be the last full working group meeting before the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting to be held in Australia in March 2007.   Preparation for the Ministerial Meeting will be an important element of TPT-WG28, but it is important that progress is also made on the substantive work of the group.  

Preparations for the Ministerial meeting in a Special HODs meeting scheduled for Tuesday afternoon, 5th September  The aim is to have a discussion on how to continue to develop a solid agenda for the Ministerial meeting which will engage ministers, rather than to discuss matters of administrative detail or drafting.  It will be important to have a thorough discussion of the proposed content of the meeting, in particular the themes and potential outcomes.  Issues papers on the three proposed themes: transport safety, transport security and trade liberalisation and facilitation, will be circulated prior to the meeting.  Other items for discussion will be the content of the report to ministers on TPT-WG activities since the last Ministerial meeting (in Bali 2004), and the process for developing a draft Joint Ministerial Statement.

TPT-WG operating arrangements    At TPT-WG27, the working group appointed a special HRD adviser to assist with integration of HRD issues into the work of all TPT-WG groups. Recent advice from the Philippines has identified an alternate option. I have asked the Philippines to do a short paper to start discussion. It is important that we settle the working arrangements to ensure that HRD will continue to be integrated into the work of the TPT-WG.

Also in relation to HRD, I have extended an invitation to the Chair of the APEC HRD Working Group to attend our meeting and share with us the work of his group.  We might ensure that the work carried out by the TPT-WG is consistent in approach and look for potential areas of cooperation.

I have also written to the Secretary-General of ICAO inviting him to nominate a representative of ICAO to attend the meeting of the Aviation Experts Group in Vancouver to discuss areas for cooperative work.

The new Working Group structure, including revised Terms of Reference for modal groups, should now be finalised.  Modal group chairs should provide the final terms of reference, which were to be finalised intersessionally, for formal endorsement by HODs. 

I will circulate an updated Overview of the Restructure, originally prepared by Lead Shepherd Kevin Sample, to ensure that there is a shared understanding of the recent changes. 

I will also circulate an updated version of the TPT-WG Management Guide (originally endorsed at TPT-WG17, Singapore, March 2000) to reflect the restructure.  These documents, which are intended to complete the formalities of the restructure, will be presented for endorsement in HODs.

Development and Approval of Projects   The development and implementation of projects is an important element of the TPT-WG work.  The Program Director has agreed to bring forward a paper to HODs to summarise the process for developing project proposals for approval, the Secretariat’s role in project approvals and any other issues.  This paper will form the basis for a discussion at the opening HODs meeting.  In addition, there will be opportunity at the final HODs meeting for discussion of new project proposals.  This will allow recommendations on relative priority to be made to the Plenary session where project proposals are endorsed.

Roadmap for progress towards liberalisation    At TPT-WG27, the results of the Industry Survey, Stage 1 of the Roadmap work, were presented.  At TPT-WG28, Stage 2 (the survey of economies) and Stage 3 (Proposed conclusions and recommendations) will be presented to HODs and the Opening Plenary.   This work should provide a basis to review progress and strategies, and to consider new areas of work for the working group. Relevant papers including draft recommendations will be circulated prior to the meeting.

Priorities for Modal Groups  I would like each modal group to include in its agenda for TPT-WG 28 scope for discussion of the following issues, building on the discussion in HODs.  

1) In relation to HRD, each modal group should consider the scope to integrate HRD into its work.   

2) In relation to the Ministerial meeting, each modal group should also consider how its work might feature in the agenda for the Ministerial meeting.  This might include:

· considering how the work of the group has contributed to the program set out in the statement from the Bali ministerial or in recent Leaders declarations

· identifying the key issues and obstacles encountered, and any emerging challenges

· suggesting directions or priorities for further work, and any principles that might guide that work

· identifying specific projects or other initiatives that Ministers might endorse

3) In relation to the Roadmap work (industry report, economy report and recommendations to Ministers) modal groups are asked to consider potential new directions or areas of work.

Administrative matters

We thank Canada for kindly hosting the TPT-WG28 in Vancouver from 4-8 September 2006.  Bulletin 1, circulated by Canada on 30th June 2006, provides an excellent package of information about the meeting, and I encourage delegations to register promptly.

I would like to remind all delegates that agendas and papers for the various modal groups and sub-groups should be circulated and posted on the TPT-WG web site four (4) weeks before the meeting, to allow reasonable time for preparation by all delegations.  On this basis, papers need to be finalised and circulated by 7 August 2006. 

Please remember to advise the Lead Shepherd and website administrator of the details of new HODs and details of economy contact officers to ensure that the website information regarding contact details is kept up to date.

Future Meetings

Hosts for TPT-WG29 and TPT-WG30 have not yet been agreed. I strongly encourage interested economies to contact me with proposed locations and dates, as soon as possible. I am keen for economies who have not yet hosted to be given the opportunity to host a TPT-WG meeting. I also ask those economies who have not hosted for a number of years to give serious consideration to do so again.  It will be important to lock in our 2007 hosts before the end of our Vancouver meeting to ensure we have a pathway to implement the outcomes of the Ministerial meeting in March 2007 and progress the work of our Group.

APEC TPT-WG   New Structure

(As from 1 July 2006)
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