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9 August 2006

Dear Colleagues

Thank you for your comments and feedback on the draft ECOTECH Policy Criteria.  As indicated in my earlier letter, the SCE agreed to develop a set of policy criteria to guide the Secretariat and BMC in assessing ECOTECH projects at BMCII.  I have attached the criteria for your information and to help you prepare your 2007 projects. 

The template is designed to be rolled over annually.  This will do away with the need for the SCE to set additional ‘priorities’ at the beginning of each year.  Instead, the SCE will endorse at SCEI the detailed criteria, compiled by the Secretariat from leaders’ and ministers’ statements (Category 5 will be deleted from 2007 onwards).

The attached policy criteria will set this new process in motion.  The Secretariat will use the criteria to group projects into five priority categories.  Taking into account other quality assessment requirements for projects (financial, etc), the BMC will work through the projects by priority categorisation until all available funding has been allocated.  I understand a similar process was trialled last year at the BMC and proved effective.  

I trust this information will help you in the development of your projects and help bring a more strategic focus to APEC’s activities.  

Yours sincerely

David Spencer

SCE Chair

SCE Policy Criteria for 2007 Projects

In assessing ECOTECH 2007 projects, priority will be given for capacity building activities for developing economies under the Manila Framework in the following priority areas:

	High Priority

	Category 1: Leaders Key ECOTECH Priorities*

	Advancing Freer Trade: the Busan Roadmap; particularly the Busan Business agenda and strategically focused capacity building;

Enhancing Human Security: counter-terrorism; health security; emergency preparedness; energy security and anti-corruption 

APEC's Progress into the Future: APEC reform



	Medium priority

	Category 2: Ministers ECOTECH Priorities (additional to above)

	Human resource development; SMEs and MEs; 

Knowledge Based economy; Industrial Science and Technology; Transportation; Agricultural Biotechology; Cross cultural communication; Gender integration; Sustainable development; Private sector development. 



	Category 4: Sectoral Ministers priorities*

	Avian Influenza Ministers(2006);  Energy Ministers (2005); Telecommunications (2005); SME Ministers(2005); Mining Ministers (2005); Ocean related Ministers (2005) 

	Category 5: 2006 Host priorities*(additional to those identified in the above)

	1. Promote APEC Cooperation to Enhance Trade and Investment
2.  Enhance Competitiveness of Small and Medium Enterprises : 
3. Promote Integration Capacity through Human Resources Development, IT cooperation, and Partnership for Development: 
4. Promote Anti-corruption and Transparency:  
5. Reform APEC towards a more Dynamic and Effective Community

6. Connect APEC Economies through Tourism and Cultural exchange

	Category 5: SCE 2006 key priorities **

	1. Strengthening ECOTECH, through the improved implementation of activities, ongoing reform and outreach to the broader community.

2.Bridging the development gap by promoting sustainable development, SME competitiveness, human resource development, knowledge based and information technology and private sector development. 

3.Enhancing Human Security



** These ECOTECH priorities were agreed at SCEI.  It is proposed that in future, the SCE will agree Policy Criteria, following the ministerial and leaders meetings rather then identifying broad policy priorities.
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