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ATTACHMENT 3

Report of the Aviation Security Sub-group 

I. Introduction

1. The Chair presented a report on behalf of the Aviation Security Sub-Group (AEG-SEC).  27 delegates attended the meeting on 10-11 July 2007 representing 12 economies listed below with one observer from Macau China.
i. Australia (Vice Chair),

ii. Canada,

iii. China,
iv. Hong Kong, China (Chair), 

v. Japan,

vi. Republic of Korea,
vii. New Zealand,

viii. Singapore,

ix. Chinese Taipei,

x. Thailand, 
xi. United States, and
xii. Vietnam
The list of contacts of member economies’ representatives attending this meeting is shown in the Attachment.

II.
Ongoing and Proposed Projects vis-à-vis the Action Plan to Liberalisation and Facilitation of Air Services and the Roadmap’s Recommendations  

2. The following work undertaken or proposed by member economies were deliberated by the AEG-SEC:-

a) Implementation of the ICAO guidelines on security controls on liquids, aerosols and gels (LAGs) in cabin baggage of passengers

b) Report on the results of a survey on air cargo security conducted by Australia

c) Report on a test on the Point of Contact (PoC) network

d) Proposed capacity building survey by US

e) Proposed survey on methods and technologies used in screening of passengers and their baggage by US

3. Member economies opined that the above work met the objectives of the Action Plan and Roadmap’s recommendations.  The descriptions on how the work met the objectives are set out in the following paragraphs.

3.1
Address Capacity Building Issues
3.1.1
The proposal by US to conduct a survey on capacity building in the aviation security will identify sources of assistance that economies are currently able to provide, identify needs and avoid unnecessary duplication.  It will also explore possibilities for future work in the area of compiling information on technical and training resources available to economies.

3.1.2
Member economies were unanimously in support of the survey.  US will prepare a draft questionnaire for the survey in order to accomplish completion of a report for TPTWG 30 in 2008.

3.1.3
Member economies also discussed the capacity building for air cargo security vis-à-vis the results obtained from the air cargo security survey performed by Australia.  It was agreed that seminars should be organized to provide information on best practices on air cargo security to member economies.  Scheduling of seminars will be aligned with TPTWG meetings to the extent possible.   

3.2
Promote technological advances
3.2.1
Some member economies briefed AEG-SEC on technological developments in the area of liquid explosives detection.

3.2.2
US proposed to conduct a survey on the methods and technologies used for screening of passengers and baggage for aviation security.  The survey aims to identify current and future screening technologies used and under consideration by member economies, and consider ways to share information on research and development of new equipment.  Member economies supported the project.  US will develop a draft survey form by the end of August 2007.

3.3
Work towards harmonization of regulatory practices and mutual recognition
3.3.1
Hong Kong, China gave an overview of the latest ICAO guidelines on validation processes for bilateral or multi-lateral recognition of the Security Tamper Evident Bag (STEB) to facilitate transfer passengers. Member economies noted that an informal Asia Pacific Aviation Security Experts Group had been formed to work with ICAO to develop standards in the application of security measures on LAGs with a view to achieving harmonization of regulatory practices and mutual recognition within the Region.

3.4
Promote effective safety and security measures
3.4.1
Member economies shared their experiences in implementation of the ICAO guidelines on security controls on liquids, aerosols, and gels to counteract the threat arising from the liquid-based explosives.  Member economies recognized that effective implementation of new security measures built on good preparation and effective communications among stakeholders and travelling public was key to implementing security measures. 

III
Projects Responding to Ministers’ Directives

4. The AEG-SEC is committed to supporting AEG in developing projects to meet the Ministers’ Directives.

4.1
Further efforts should focus on working with industry on how to address issues such as harmonization of standards and regulatory practices, transparency in the application of regulations, improved investment and practical approaches in dealing with increased security requirements
4.1.1
In drawing the case of implementing the security measures on LAGs, member economies discussed the importance in working with the stakeholders including the airport operators, airlines, screening service providers and controlling authorities in launching new security measures.  Member economies also appreciated the need for communicating the increased security requirements to the travelling public, which had enhanced effectiveness and efficiency in application of the new measures.  

4.1.2
The Air Cargo Security Survey project, which was initiated by Australia and endorsed by the AEG-SEC, has begun to examine emerging approaches to enhancing air cargo security.  It is proposed to hold a seminar preferably back to back with the next TPTWG meeting. By sharing approaches and best practices, APEC economies will be able to develop their own air cargo security regime in a manner that harmonizes with other member economies.  This information sharing will benefit industry, while providing additional protection to air passengers. 

4.2
Request the Working Group to develop a rolling program of joint initiatives to identify best practice, share information and assess compliance with international security norms to assist with capacity
4.2.1
Member economies considered that the air cargo survey could be conducted at regular intervals to enable identification of best practices and compliance with international standards by member economies. 

4.2.2
For the PoC project, member economies were urged to keep the PoC database updated.  It was agreed that a further test on PoC should be conducted in 2008 by the next APEC host economy.  

4.2.3
The project on Coordination of Capacity Building Assistance will identify current assistance offered and needs.  This project will open the door to more effective capacity building that will improve compliance with international security norms.   

4.3
Request the Working Group to share experiences in the implementation of security measures with a view to advising economies on trade facilitation impacts (including to harmonise security arrangements)
4.3.1
Member economies shared their experiences in implementation of the ICAO guidelines on security controls on LAGs to counteract the threat arising from the liquid-based explosives. The exchange of information will help member economies in formulating measures to enhance passenger facilitation.

4.3.2
The project on Comparison of Aviation Screening Methods and Technologies by the US will permit information sharing about the screening methods used by member economies.  This information sharing will open the door to better mutual understanding of security arrangements, and in some cases harmonization.  This will facilitate effective security, and cooperation on how to minimize disruption to the flow of air passengers.  Finally this study will help avoid duplication in research and development efforts. 

4.4
Develop a register of experts able to assist with transport security training
4.4.1
Member economies considered that the establishment of a database on the experts from various spectrum of aviation security would be beneficial and facilitate the member economies in need of such expertise to identify the source of assistance. This list can be updated by member economies of AEG-SEC and to be used as a component of capacity building.
4.5
Cooperate with ICAO to harmonise security practices concerning the carriage of LAGs by air travellers 
4.5.1
Member economies discussed the guidelines issued by ICAO on the security control of LAGs in December 2006, March and July 2007 and shared their approaches to meet the requirements.  Members were advised that an informal Asia Pacific Aviation Security Experts Group was formed to channel to ICAO the views of some APEC member economies on the proposed measures. The group had met 3 times since February 2007. Member economies noted that part of the recommendations of the Group that were put to ICAO had been taken on board by ICAO. 

4.5.2
Member economies held detailed discussion of lessons learned during this current meeting.  It was agreed that member economies will continue to monitor this issue, and share insights on the implementation of measures regarding LAGs, and technology that, in the future, may help to address the security challenge posed by LAGs. 

IV.
Other Economy Reports 
5. Chinese Taipei provided an update on their aviation security enhancements. 
6. Japan informed member economies of discussions held during the International Forum for Security Screening in Aviation which was held from 4 to 7 June 2007 in Tokyo.  
V.
Future Work Program

7. The AEG-SEC may seek to arrange more aviation security-related training for APEC economies in collaboration with ICAO and other international bodies pending the outcome of the capacity building project through APEC channel.  
8. The AEG-SEC encourages member economies to share information and expertise regarding suitable screening equipment for passenger, baggage and cargo to facilitate air transportation across the APEC region.
9. In response to the Chair’s request, member economies identified priority issues of concerns. The 2 most prominent issues identified were air cargo security and harmonization/mutual recognition of security standards. The AEG-SEC agreed to consider developing a work plan to support cooperation and collaboration among member economies to address the issues. 
VI.
Recommendations to the AEG Meeting

10. The AEG-SEC recommends that :

a)
AEG notes the work accomplished and proposed by AEG-SEC to meet the Roadmap’s Recommendations and the Ministerial Directives.

b) With respect to PoC Network, 

i) AEG notes the results of the test on the PoC and that the results and the recommendations made by Australia would be reported to the next CTTF meeting and that responsibility for testing rotates with the APEC host economy; and

ii)
proposals be made to CTTF on the following:

· that testing of the Aviation Security PoC be conducted on an annual basis

· that economies be requested to ensure PoC information is up to date as a requirement of the annual Counter-Terrorism Action Plan (CTAP) update 
c) AEG to endorse the proposal of organizing a seminar on air cargo security and note that additional experts may be invited to attend.  
******

29th APEC Transportation Working Group 

Aviation Security Sub Group Meeting

9-13 July 2007 Chinese Taipei

	Name
	Organisation
	Economy
	Fax Number
	Email Address

	James Collett 
	Department of Transport and Regional Services 
	Australia 
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	james.collett@dotars.gov.au 
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	Transport Canada 
	Canada
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Ministry of Land Infrastructure Transport 
	Japan
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	itou-t2zy@mlit.go.jp 

	Byung-Woo, Min
	Civil Aviation Safety Authority
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	frontier@moct.go.kr 

	Chris Ford 
	Civil Aviation Authority 
	New Zealand 
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	fordc@caa.govt.nz 
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	Ministry of Transport 
	New Zealand 
	64-4-439 9002
	j.harrison@transport.govt.nz 

	Ong Chin Beng
	Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore 
	Singapore 
	65-6546 3566
	ong_chin_beng@caas.gov.sg 

	Evonne Yiu 
	Ministry of Transport 
	Singapore 
	65-6375 7734
	evonne_yiu@mot.gov.sg 

	Jackson Jai
	Security Branch, Civil Aeronautics Administration 
	Chinese Taipei
	886-2-2349 6062
	jackjai@mail.caa.gov.tw 

	Chen-Hua Han
	Civil Aeronautics Administration
	Chinese Taipei
	886-2-2349 6051
	ch_han@mail.caa.gov.tw 

	Chia-Kuei Yeh
	Civil Aeronautics Administration
	Chinese Taipei
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	Chih-Wen Fang
	Civil Aeronautics Administration
	Chinese Taipei
	886-2-2349 6050
	cfang@mail.caa.gov.tw

	Yao-Tseng Huang
	Aviation Police Office 
	Chinese Taipei
	886-3-3989 003
	hyz737@dns.apb.gov.tw

	Shih-Hsiang Yu
	IOT, Minister of Transportation
	Chinese Taipei
	886-2-2545 0429
	ysh@iot.gov.tw

	Perry Chou
	China Airlines
	Chinese Taipei
	886-2-2514 6989
	perry.chou@china-airlines.com

	Jessica Wu
	UNI Air
	Chinese Taipei
	886-2-2513 1592
	jessicatingwu@gmail.com

	Pol.Lt.Col. Piti Trikalnon
	Airport of Thailand Public Company Limited 

Airport Security Department
	Thailand
	662-132-6420
	airportpiti@gmail.com

	Naphaphon Phimthuat 
	Airport of Thailand (BKK) 
	Thailand 
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	airportpiti@gmail.com
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	Department of Civil Aviation
	Thailand
	662-2867072
	foraff@aviation.go.th
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	Thai Airways International
	Thailand
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kannika.d@hotmail.com
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	Transportation Security Administration 
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	anjum.agarwala@dhs.gov
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	U.S.A.
	+1 571 227 2577
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	Luyen Dinh AN
	Civil Aviation Administration of Vietnam 
	Vietnam
	84-8-271 353
	anld@caa.gov.vn
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