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Report of the Aviation Safety Experts Sub-Group of the 

Aviation Experts Group of the 
28th APEC Transportation Working Group

The chair, the United States, and the newly appointed vice-chair, China, presented a report on behalf of the Aviation Safety Experts Sub-Group of the Aviation Experts Group (AEG-SAF) meeting.  Ten delegates attended the meeting 5 - 6 September 2006 representing Australia, China, Japan, Philippines, Thailand, and the United States. 
On-going Projects: 

New Technologies Workshop II:  AEG-SAF discussed a follow-on new technologies workshop (NTW II) to continue the work of the successful Performance Based Navigation workshop that took place September 2005 in Singapore.  Possible NTW II topics discussed include further work on implementing Area Navigation (RNAV) in the APEC region; implementation Automatic Dependent Surveillance – Broadcast (ADS-B); and/or Extended Twin Engine Operations (ETOPS).  Workshop could take place no later than fall 2007.  The United States agreed to seek self-funding and find a co-sponsor intersessionally.  
New Projects: 

No new projects were identified at this time for presentation to the AEG.
Completed Projects: 

New Technologies Workshop I:  The United States discussed the APEC Performance Based Navigation Workshop that took place September 2005 in Singapore.  One hundred seventeen participants from 17 economies attend workshops on approving and implementing RNAV and Required Navigation Performance (RNP) procedures.

Transportation Minister’s Statement Summary: 

· Harness new technologies and best practices to facilitate travel and trade;

· Improve transport safety in the region;

· Improve human capacity and institutional development, with a particular focus on developing concrete results-oriented actions of economic and technical assistance and capacity building to ensure the balanced advancement between economic and technical cooperation and trade and investment liberalization and facilitation; and 

· Work with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International Labour Organization (ILO) without duplication of the work undertaken by those organizations.

Economy Reports:
Japan distributed a highly regarded presentation authored by the newly created Aviation Safety Promotion Office.  The presentation detailed Japan’s Air Carrier Oversight and Supervision Policy efforts.  This new office will enhance the oversight of air operators that fly domestically and internationally.  
Required Amendments to Operational Plan:

No amendments to the Operational Plan were identified for presentation to the AEG.

Future Work Program:
AEG-SAF updated its potential project list to include:
1) Develop workshops on emerging aviation technologies that include, but are not limited to:

a) RNAV/RNP information sharing on implementing operational approvals & procedures, and training authorities;

b) Information sharing on precision landing/all weather operations (Cat II/III) approvals; and 

c) Provisions for operations of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs).

2) Share experiences and guidance material on developing safety management systems (SMS) in response to recently approved ICAO’s Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and systems management approach to audits and safety oversight; 

3) Share lessons learned and information provided to ICAO on Foreign Air Operator Licensing/Validation as liberalization efforts within APEC increase;
4) Identify and share efforts pertaining to English language proficiency regarding the recent ICAO SARPs for air traffic and air operator requirements; and
5) Identify flight training resources within the APEC region to alleviate identified pilot, flight engineer, and dispatcher shortages.  

AEG-SAF Recommendations to the Aviation Experts Group:
a) encourage the economies to work intersessionally to develop a follow-up New Technologies Workshop, including the determination of topics and location;

b) encourage continued engagement with international bodies on broader safety issues to ensure future projects meet international standards and best practices; 

c) suggest the AEG invite international bodies, such as ICAO, IATA, & ACI, through existing APEC channels to participate in a discussion group on foreign carrier licensing issues to ensure safety, security and air services concerns are considered in order to determine if a project should be pursued; 

d) encourage the AEG, through existing APEC channels, to explore wider coordination with international bodies; and 

e) encourage economies to forward appropriate aviation safety points of contact to the AEG-SAF Chair.

AEG-SAF Recommendations for the 5th Ministerial Statement:
a) encourage the economies to fully implement the ICAO eight critical safety elements of:

i) primary aviation legislation;

ii) specific operating regulations;

iii) State civil aviation system and safety oversight functions;

iv) technical personnel qualification and training;

v) technical guidance, tools and the provision of safety critical information;

vi) licensing, certification, authorization and approval obligations;

vii) surveillance obligations; and

viii) resolution of safety concerns; 
to promote effective safety oversight organizations and ensure aviation safety within the APEC region,
b) urge the disclosure to the public of the results from the ICAO Universal Safety Oversight Audit Program (USOAP) before the 8-9 September 2007 Leader’s Meeting in Sydney (i.e. in advance of the ICAO mandated deadline of 23 March 2008) in order to promote transparency and sharing of information to enable economies to obtain or provide safety oversight assistance; and
c) encourage the economies to provide information on available pilot, engineer, dispatcher training capabilities to alleviate anticipated  skills shortages to promote common aviation human resource development program within the APEC region.
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