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The Philippines is pleased to announce that its project proposal entitled Land International Security and Commuters Advocacy Protocol (Land IS-CAP) was approved by the APEC budget and Management Committee during the BMC 1 Meeting on March 7, 2007. The main objective of the project is to draw/set the terms of reference and design the rules of engagement (PROTOCOL) through the active promotion of cross cultural advocacy discussion sessions to enhance security consciousness/awareness among land transport commuters vis-à-vis vehicle operators, drivers and conductors; thus enhancing their vigilance and support to instituted pro-active security plan of action against terrorism and unlawful interference, particularly covering the identified public transport critical and strategic infrastructure and services.

The project is currently being implemented by the Office for Transportation Security, under the department of transportation and Communication with Undersecretary Cecilio R. Penilla, Undersecretary for Transportation Security, as Project Overseer.
Ten (10) Economies have given their assent to participate in the project, namely: Chile, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Russian Federation, Thailand and Vietnam. The project co-sponsor economies, Australia and Canada, shall act as the main critic and primary panel discussants. 

The project shall be carried out by means of dialogues and consultations with the participating APEC economies through internet/web-based exchange of data and information to confirm local findings and initiate adjustments for an internationally accepted draft protocol. An APEC-wide virtual seminar workshop with one (1) shall serve as the venue for gathering and consolidating related inputs and information in the protocol development process. A Plenary Conference, to be conducted in Manila, Philippines shall be undertaken to validate and confirm the applicability and suitability of the draft protocol, including its ramifications on civil liberties and human rights issues.

The  Office for Transportation Security already have a number of its personnel who are willing to participate full-time on the project and will collectively act as the project secretariat and perform administrative work. 

Three (3) consultants are currently being selected from a pool of qualified experts in the field. They shall be responsible in developing the conceptual framework, work outline, general guidelines and detailed budgetary allocation and/or work financial plan of the project and later on draw up a Terms of Reference (TOR) and design a Rules of Engagement (RE) in the public transport critical and strategic infrastructures and services.
Prospective consultants who are interested in taking part in the project are still welcome. They may send their proposal to the Project Overseer personally or through email at administrator@ots.gov.ph.

The finalized protocol shall be formally adopted by the APEC TPT-WG prior to its publication. Local distribution of publish materials and information campaign shall be undertaken respectively by the participating APEC economies, except for regional/international broadcast which shall be APEC funded.

