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29/TPTWG/LEG/Annex 5
REPORT OF THE ROAD SAFETY SUB-GROUP (LEG-SAF) MEETING
1. LEG-SAF met on 10-​11 July 2007 in Taipei, Chinese Taipei. The meeting opened with a greeting and words of welcome from Mr.Chamroon Tangpaisalkit (Thailand), Chairman of LEG-SAF. Also in attendance at the meeting were representatives from 12 economies: Australia, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Malaysia, New Zealand, People’s Republic of China, Republic of the Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam with Canada as an observer. Mr Joe Motha of Australia was elected Deputy Chairman of the meeting.
2. In his opening remarks the Chairman said the LEG​​-SAF has important work to do in response to agreed actions from the 5th Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM5) held in Adelaide from 28 to 30 March 2007. Road safety was recognised as a priority by Ministers at this meeting and an important agreed action was that each APEC economy would develop a comprehensive road safety strategy. The Chairman indicated that it is important that LEG-SAF develop input for the meeting of APEC leaders who will meet in the second week of September in Sydney, Australia.

3. The Chairman said that he had sought re-election as Chair of LEG-SAF as he believed that Thailand will be able to make considerable contributions to the sub-group. In addition, Thailand was developing a comprehensive road safety strategy from the APEC- funded project to establish a road safety data collection system. The meeting endorsed the Chairman’s re-election as Chairman of LEG-SAF.
4. The Deputy Chair of LEG-SAF has yet to be appointed.
5. Mr Joe Motha of Australia made a presentation (Appendix 1) on Outcomes from Automotive Dialogue Road Safety Summit and 5th Transportation Ministerial Meeting held in Adelaide in March 2007. The presentation outlined the key messages of the Summit which included statistical information on the dimensions of the road safety problem in APEC economies; commitment and response (eg UN road safety resolutions, the Busan Declaration, recommendations of the Make Roads Safe report and the exemplary leadership and commitment to road safety of President Chirac of France in reducing road trauma in that country); principles and practice (eg the WHO 2004 report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention, Global Good Practice Guides, and the systems approach to road safety); and actions (eg the tropical helmet program in Vietnam, and the Thai data systems evaluation project). The presentation also included the APEC Auto Dialogue recommendations to Ministers; summaries of presentations on road safety by Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam at TMM5; and a summary of TMM5 agreed actions on road safety. 
6. The meeting noted the need to carry forward the agreed road safety actions at TMM5. These actions include: ensuring that each economy has a comprehensive road safety strategy including fatality and injury reduction objectives; using global good practice guides in developing strategies and programs; sharing knowledge and resources; considering measures for adequate ongoing funding for road safety initiatives; developing strategies for reducing risks to vulnerable road users; and developing strategies to deal with identified problem areas (eg failure to wear seat belts and drink driving) and promoting positive behaviours (wearing helmets) [Joint Ministerial Statement paragraphs 45​-52].
7. LEG-SAF noted other TMM5 agreed actions that were indirectly linked to safety such as promoting environmentally sustainable transport [paragraph 19] and fuel efficiency (through speed management and eco-driving)
8. LEG-SAF noted that the Joint Ministerial Statement acknowledged the work of the World Health Organization to raise awareness regarding the costs to society of road traffic injuries and urged member economies to increase efforts in relation to road crash prevention and reduction [paragraph 43].
9. LEG-SAF also noted other TMM5 agreed actions that were relevant to LEG’s work. These include: continuing to enhance cooperation with the World Bank and Asian Development Bank through APEC channels [paragraph 40]; encouraging cooperative arrangements for technical assistance [paragraph 22]; establishing a register of transport safety training capabilities in member economies [paragraph 58]; and complementing the work of other international forums without duplication [paragraph 24]. 
10. There were several presentations on road safety activities in APEC economies which were followed by discussions.

11. A presentation by Dr Tawatchai Laosirihongthong of Thailand on Promoting Road Safety in a Community (Appendix 2) focused on black spot improvement activities in Samui Island. The presentation highlighted the effectiveness of a low-cost treatment applied to a dangerous intersection and the beneficial effects of raising the community’s awareness of safe driving practices and working with local government agencies to implement change.

12. A presentation by Mr Chamroon Tangpaisalkit of Thailand on Road Accident Investigation Project (Appendix 3) described the work of the Thai Accident Investigation Unit in examining the causes of road crashes. The Unit uses experts in human behaviour, vehicles and the road and environment to reconstruct crashes using computer simulation. The lessons learned from these investigations are useful in developing policies to improve road safety in Thailand.
13. A presentation by Ms Y. J. Grace Liu of Chinese Taipei on Current Status and Prospects of Road Traffic Safety Strategies in Chinese Taipei (Appendix 4) provided a detailed statistical analysis of road crashes in Chinese Taipei. The presentation also described a number of strategies for improving road safety in Chinese Taipei, including strategies to improve motorcycle safety such as exclusive motorcycle lanes. 
14. A presentation by Ms Ching-Huei Lai of Chinese Taipei on Establishing an Integrated Crash Database with Existing Data Systems for Traffic Safety Analysis (Appendix 5)  described the use of the Haddon Matrix and systems linking police-reported crash data with data from other sources such as hospital, violation and insurance data, to develop an integrated crash database in Chinese Taipei.  

15. A presentation by Mr Gede Pasek Suardika of Indonesia on The Development of Road Safety in Indonesia (Appendix 6) discussed several road safety issues in Indonesia including lack of enforcement, questionable statistics, low compensation paid to victims and poor coordination, information and financial support. During Global Road Safety Week in April 2007 the Government announced that it would consider the establishment of the National Road Safety Board. Accident Investigation Units have already been established in 14 provinces and will be established in 21 provinces. Indonesia is one of the few countries in the world to implement special school safety zones to improve safety for school children.
16. A presentation by Mr Joe Motha of Australia on Road Safety in Australia: Approaches and Outcomes (Appendix 7) outlined developments in Australian road safety including the systems approach and the current national road safety strategy. The presentation also discussed issues relating to the national 2010 fatality reduction target and how Australia was tracking relative to the target.

17. It was noted that, given the large proportion of motorcycles in the vehicle fleets of many APEC economies, there should be a strong focus on measures to improve motorcycle safety in the APEC region. 

18. It was agreed that road safety information would be shared on an informal basis among economies.

19. Australia put forward a proposal for a project to develop a reporting and information sharing system for road safety strategies in APEC economies. LEG-SAF endorsed the project. The project will be led by Australia with support from Indonesia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Thailand, and Viet Nam. This project will be the first step in developing formal and structured information sharing in road safety among economies.   

20. The meeting concluded with the Chairman expressing appreciation and thanks to all participants.

