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DISCUSSION PAPER

Proposed Manila Land Transport Security Conference
Lead Economy:  Australia

Objective

To hold a Land Transport Security Conference for APEC member economies in Manila Philippines to assist in the further building of cooperative relationships and to provide an opportunity for sharing of best practices.
Background

Following the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Adelaide Australia in March 2007 and the first working meeting of the International Working Group on Land Transport Security (IWGLTS) in Paris in April, it is clear that there is potential for considerable benefit to be gained by APEC member economies from cooperation and sharing of information in the area of land transport security. 

Noting the obvious logistical difficulties for a majority of APEC member economies to attend the IWGLTS in Paris, there would appear to be benefit in holding a land transport security conference in the Asian region specifically for APEC member economies.  This would ensure that all members are able to receive the benefit of international cooperation.

The holding of such a conference in no way diminishes the importance of work that may be undertaken by the Transportation Working Group, or the work of the IWGLTS that is to be progressed in Tokyo, Japan in October.  Australia remains fully supportive and continues to be strongly committed to international engagement in land transport security matters.  The proposed conference will supplement the more formal arrangements that are developing and bring together a range of international experts from both within and outside the APEC member economies.
Drawing from the agreed outcomes of the 5th Transportation Ministerial Meeting, Adelaide, Australia the conference presentations will address the themes of counter-terrorism measures versus efficient mass passenger land transport, new and emerging technologies in land transport security and security planning from prevention through to recovery.
Recommendation

· A Land Transport Security Conference for APEC member economies, funded by Australia and co-hosted by Australia and the Philippines, be held in Manila, Philippines in late November 2007.
Action Requested

The LEG is invited to support Australia’s intention to co-host and fund a Land Transport Security Conference to be held in Manila, Philippines in late 2007.
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