4
	[image: image3.wmf]
	2007/TPTWG29/MEG/015_v2
Maritime Experts Group

Final Report
29th APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting

Chinese Taipei

9-13 July 2007




[image: image3.wmf]

　　
[image: image1.png]&

Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation




___________________________________________________________________________

2007/TPTWG29/MEG/015_v2
Maritime Experts Group

Final Report

Purpose:  Information

Submitted by:  Japan

	
[image: image2.wmf]
	29th APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting  

Chinese Taipei
9-13 July 2007


Report of the Maritime Experts Group

at the 29th TPT-WG in Taipei, Chinese Taipei

9 – 13 July, 2007 
1. Introduction 

Dr. Masahiko FURUICHI presented a report on behalf of the Maritime Experts Group (MEG). 38 participants attended the meeting on 9-13 July 2007, representing 13 economies: Australia, Canada, China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Phillipines, Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, United States and Viet Nam and a guest from the International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU).
2. Election of Vice-Chair of MEG 

Mr. Jerry Rysanek, a representative of Canada was elected as the Vice–Chair unanimously by member economies.

3. Ongoing Projects and Issues 

3.1. Work towards the Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector

Reviewed interim report on Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector based on responses to the questionnaire on “The Status of Implementing APEC Common Principles to Shipping Policy” received from 18 of 21 member economies. The Secretariat noted that the consolidated report will be submitted to the HOD at the 30th TPT-WG while urging the remaining three economies (Papua New Guinea, Thailand, and Viet Nam) to respond to the questionnaire as soon as possible. The Secretariat also noted that MEG will proceed to the next step of identifying a “champion” for each of the nine policy items of the APEC Common Principles to Shipping Policy at the 30th TPT-WG.
3.2 APEC Port Service Network

The Maritime Experts Group considered the establishment of APEC Port Services Network as proposed by China (project overseer) and Australia, Canada, and Hong Kong, China (co-sponsors). The MEG recalled that the initiative on Port Services Network (PSN) was endorsed by Leaders at the 14th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting, held in Hanoi in 2006, and that the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting, held in Adelaide in June 2007, requested the Transportation Working Group “…to assist in establishing the APEC Port Service Network in a timely manner”.

The MEG recognized and appreciated the efforts made by China and co-sponsors, leading to the Symposium on PSN held in Ningbo, China on 7-9 June 2007. The MEG welcomed the outcome of that initiative and invited China to finalize, in collaboration with the co-sponsors, the preparatory work to inaugurate the opening of the PSN Office in Beijing at an appropriate time, as determined by China. 

The MEG agreed that the principal task of the PSN Office during the seeding stage would be:

a) to promote the PSN and develop its memberships among interested industry players in the port and port services sectors, and other related sectors; and

b) to carry out this task in accordance with the guiding principles and major functions of the PSN as recommended by the Symposium.
The MEG welcomed the generous offer of China to provide funding for the PSN Office in the short term, thereby enabling prospective members in all economies to join initially at no cost to them. The MEG recognized, however, that in the long term the PSN is to be self-funded through membership fees or other income generated by the Network.

The MEG requested each member economy to provide the delegation of China with the necessary contact information for prospective members of the PSN in their economies, whom the PSN Office could approach as part of its task to promote the PSN.

The MEG also invites the Lead Shepherd to arrange for an APEC-TPT press release to be issued on the occasion of the opening of the PSN Office in Beijing. In addition, the MEG also invites the APEC -TPT Plenary, in the light of the outcome of its consideration of the PSN, to report to the Leaders Meeting in Sydney in September 2007, the good progress the APEC-TPT achieved at this meeting, which will facilitate the establishment of the PSN without any undue delay.

The MEG invites China to provide a progress report on the evolvement of the PSN at the next session of the MEG at TPT-WG30. The MEG will remain responsible for monitoring the development and operation of the PSN and, where appropriate, for providing advice and guidance to the PSN consistent with APEC policy relevant to the port and port services sectors, and other related sectors.

3.3 Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for APEC Economies

Noted the status of work as reported by Korea on “Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for all APEC Economies”. Current efforts on logistics policy in the Northeast Asia were also discussed as was the possibility of expanding the study to Northeast Asia and eventually perhaps to all APEC member economies.
3.4 Facilitation of International Shipping Project – Competition Policy Related to Liner Shipping

Noted the status of work as reported by Canada on the Facilitation of International Shipping project. Canada noted that the consultant has started work and a draft of Progress Report will be discussed at the 30th TPT-WG.

3.5 Report of Human Resource Development Project

Noted the presentation by the International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU) as a guest of TPT-WG on Human Resource Development Project. IAMU presented updated information on circumstances surrounding LNG trade, and suggested that an ad-hoc committee for LNG safety and security be established in collaboration with EWG. Philippines offered to take the lead and elaborate IAMU’s suggestion, and noted its intention to submit the Terms of Reference including co-sponsor economies at the 30th TPT-WG.
3.6 Cutting Cost and Time on Maritime Container Transport & APEC Port Database Upgrading and Renewal

Noted a progress report submitted by Japan entitled “Cutting Cost and Time on Maritime Container Transport”. MEG urged Japan to include conclusions and recommendations based on the further analysis in the report.
4. New Project Proposals and Issues:

4.1 The Establishment of the Maritime Asia-Pacific Research Network

Noted the presentation by Singapore on the Maritime Asia-Pacific Research Network (MARNET FellowSHIP). Singapore introduced the MARNET Fellowship set up by the Center for Maritime Studies, the National University of Singapore (NUS). It will be launched at the Conference & MARNET FellowShip Meeting, which will be held in December 2007. Singapore also encouraged member economies and related institutions to disseminate the MARNET Fellowship information.

4.2 Impacts of Economic and Transport Policy on International Cargo Shipping 

Noted a new proposal submitted by Japan on “Impacts of Economic and Transport Policy on International Cargo Shipping”. The MEG showed interest in the proposed project, however, it was also pointed out that the scope of the project, including the benefits to the MEG members, was not very clear.  After discussion, it was agreed that Japan should clarify the proposal, and submit a revised proposal at the 30th TPT-WG.
4.3 Feasibility Study of Seaborne Trade Database

Considered the revised project proposal, re-submitted by Japan. MEG urged Japan to resubmit the proposal considering:
a) possible collaboration with member economies and related institutions such as National University of Singapore (NUS), Korea Maritime Institute (KMI), and National Institute for Land, Infrastructure and Management of Japan ( NILIM), and other interested organizations in member economies;
b) possible linkage to the nine policy items in APEC Common Principles to Shipping Policy  to achieve the Bogor Goals; and
c) supplemental information on the future plan, the range of the budget which the project proponent are seeking from APEC, and the benefits to all APEC economies. 
4.4 The implementation of Marine Casualty Investigation Systems

Noted the status of work reported by the Secretariat on the process in IMO on the “Code of the International Standards and Recommended Practice for a Safety Investigation into a Marine Casualty or Marine Incident”. MEG recognized that the code of marine casualty investigation of IMO will become mandatory and undertook to determine capacity of member economies to meet this requirement through the distribution of a questionnaire.
4.5 Maritime Experts Group Point of Contact
Developed a Maritime Experts Group Point of Contact which can identify subject matter experts in the APEC region.
5. Economy Reports:

5.1 Presentation by the Host Economy, Chinese Taipei

Noted the presentation by Chinese Taipei on the present situation on “Introduction of Maritime & Harbor Information System Overall Development Project” and “Keelung Port’s Strategies in Coping with Taipei Port’s Competition in Container Terminal Operation”. The MEG appreciated the useful information.
6. Future Work Program:

MEG approved several projects for further action towards the Bogor Goals.
7: Human Resource Development (HRD): 
A project suggested by the IAMU is directly relating to the Human Resources Development for LNG tankers.
8: Required Amendments to Operational Plan: 
The projects listed above under Ongoing Issues and Projects, New Issues and Project Proposals, and Future Work, will require inclusion in the Operational Plan as set out in ANNEX I.

9: Recommendations for HOD Meetings: 
a) to note China’s plan to finalize, in collaboration with co-sponsors, the preparatory work to inaugurate the opening of the PSN Office in Beijing at an appropriate time, as determined by China; to also note China’s plan to work to promote the PSN and develop its memberships among interested industry players in the port and port service sectors and other related sectors, and carry out this task in accordance with the guiding principles and major functions of the PSN as recommended by the Ningbo Symposium, 
b) to invite the Lead Shepherd to arrange for an APEC-TPT press release to be issued on the occasion of the opening of the PSN Office in Beijing; to invite the APEC -TPT Plenary, in the light of the outcome of its consideration of the PSN, to report to the Leaders Meeting in Sydney in September 2007, the good progress the APEC-TPT had achieved at this meeting, which will facilitate the establishment of the PSN without any undue delay.

c) to note MEG’s ongoing work on the implementation of marine casualty investigation systems,

d) to note the progress of the group on ongoing issues and projects, particularly those linked to  Bogor Goals,
e) to endorse the group’s Operational Plan,

f) to note the election of Mr. Jerry Rysanek of Canada to the position of Vice-Chair,
Annex 1:               Operational Plan of the Maritime Experts Group (tentative)

	Goals and Objectives
	Specific Projects
	Time Table
	Lead

Economies
	Targets

	Efforts towards the Bogor Goals <Liberalization>

(Ministerial Statement 2007)
	Facilitation of International Shipping project

- Competition Policy Related to Liner Shipping
	2007.5

-2008.summer/fall 
	Canada
	To develop guidelines for liner shipping for APEC member economies

	Efforts to improve the efficiency of Maritime Transport in the APEC Region

<Facilitation> 

(Ministerial Statement 2007)
	Nurturing an integrated logistics and transportation system for APEC economies
	2006-2008.12
	Korea
	To develop the basic principles and directions as well as implementation methods for building an integrated logistics system in APEC region.

	
	APEC Port Service Network
	2007.7-
	China
	To assist regional port and shipping industries, help expand their capacities, enhance information and personnel exchange, facilitate investment and smooth flow of trade, further enhance security of the supply chain, and promote regional economic development and common prosperity for APEC member economies.

	
	Feasibility Study of Seaborne Trade Database (Tentative)
	
	Japan
	To create an efficient maritime transport system within the APEC region by providing basic data for policy-making by APEC member economies and related institutions.

	
	Impacts of Transport Policy on International Cargo Shipping (Tentative)


	
	Japan
	To measure quantitatively the effects on policies to eliminate obstacles in trade and international shipping

	Efforts to promote environmentally friendly and sustainable Maritime Transport(as one of means for facilitating trade)

<Environment>

(Ministerial Statement 2007)
	
	
	
	

	Effort to ensure Maritime safety

<Safety>

(Ministerial Statement 2007)
	The Implementation of Marine Casualty Investigation Systems


	
	All
	To encourage implementation marine casualty investigation systems by relevant member economies in line with work through the IMO and subsequent sharing of results

	
	Human Resource Development project for LNG officers/ instructors (tentative)
	2007.7-2009.3
	Philippines
	To develop voluntary/ non-binding APEC standard LNG Officer Quality Control System
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