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Lead Shepherd’s Policy Direction Paper for the 29th Transportation Working Group Meeting, Chinese Taipei from 9-13 July 2007

To Heads of Delegation, Chairs of Experts Groups and Program Director
Again I would like to thank you all for your valuable contributions that helped make the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial meeting in Adelaide such a success.  It is important that the momentum and good will created at the meeting is maintained and reflected in the future efforts of the TPT-WG.

In our preparations for our meeting in Chinese Taipei I would like to encourage all to give careful consideration to the Joint Ministerial Statement agreed by our Ministers.  The Statement gives clear guidance on the issues that will need to be included in our work loads and action plans.  It will be important for delegates to come to the meeting with concrete ideas about how TPT-WG can take forward those issues.  

It will be important to take responsibility for and implement the tasks and initiatives relevant to each Expert Group and to use our opening HODs meeting and the Opening Plenary to provide leadership and reinforce the key focus areas for the future work of the groups.

Some key themes identified by Ministers that will need particular discussion by Heads of Delegation include:

· The integration and harmonisation of security regulation with safety and efficiency;

· A greater focus on total supply chain management rather than an individual modal approach to common issues;

· New areas of focus for the Working Group, in particular 

· mass transit security; and

· emissions;

· Continued work by Experts Groups on the Roadmap to Bogor Goals recommendations and, where appropriate, the development of specific action plans on areas where greatest progress can be made.

Key areas of work for specific groups include:

· Aviation Experts Group – the development of Aviation Action Plan, including consideration of the CAPA Report on progress in liberalisation.

· Intermodal and ITS Experts Group – promotion of environmentally sustainable transport and opportunities for technical collaboration.

· Land Experts Group - increasing the priority of road traffic safety and working towards a comprehensive road safety strategy for each economy.

· Maritime Experts Group - establishment of the Port Services Network in a timely manner and the implementation of marine casualty investigation systems in member economies in line with the work of the IMO.

In ongoing work and all new initiatives, Experts Groups are expected to retain a strong focus on human resource development and capacity building.

I look forward to working with you in Chinese Taipei.

(signed)
John Doherty

Lead Shepherd (4 June 2007)
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