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Update on English Language Proficiency Rating (EPR)

In the Philippines
Introduction

The Philippines fully support ICAO’s English Language Proficiency Program. The Air Transportation Office (ATO) thru the Air Traffic Service spearheads the Philippine implementation of the said Program.
We recognize that the ICAO language proficiency requirements cannot completely remove all sources of miscommunication in radiotelephony communications. Rather, the goal is to ensure, as far as possible, that all speakers have sufficient proficiency in the language used to negotiate for meaning, in order to handle non-routine situations. That is, communication errors will probably never be completely eliminated; however, compliance to the ICAO language proficiency requirements will enable speakers to more readily recognize errors and work towards the successful and safe resolution of misunderstandings. 

Implementation
ATO designated a Manager for English Language Proficiency Rating (EPR) tasked to build up test development process, coordinate with all concerned airmen, airlines and aviation stakeholders and then implement the Program. 

A Memorandum Circular was issued to all air traffic controllers, flight crew, aeronautical radio operators and other stakeholders to make all efforts to meet the requirements on the ICAO English Language Proficiency Rating for implementation on 05 March 2008.

Moreover, Air Traffic Service (ATS) of ATO issued a Memorandum to all ATS personnel concerned to conform to ICAO’s requirements on English Language Proficiency Rating and failure to comply will mean lost of privilege to practice their profession.
As of 13 March 2008, airmen involved in international operations have been evaluated as follows:

i) 97.2% of air traffic controllers have been tested to be above ICAO Level Four (4) [Operational Level 4 to Expert Level 6]; and
ii) 68.5% of pilots have been tested and awaiting evaluation from an English Language Professor from a reputable university.
ATO is continuously administering the ICAO English Language Proficiency Test to all air traffic controllers, pilots and aeronautical station operators, even to those not involved in international operations.
Action by the TPT-WG30
The APEC members are invited to:

a) Note the progress made in the implementation of EPR in the Philippines.
b) Exchange / share experiences, problems and concerns on the conduct of implementing EPR.
