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Subject: APEC TPT-WG: Meeting of the Aviation Emissions Taskforce, Auckland, 30-31 July 2008

Action required: Nominate attendees by 4 July 2008

Dear APEC Transportation Working Group Colleagues

Following the Group’s successful emissions seminars in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, and the establishment of the Aviation Emissions Taskforce at TPT-WG 30, New Zealand will host the first meeting of the Aviation Emissions Taskforce in Auckland on 30-31 July 2008.

You will recall that, in March 2007, APEC Transport Ministers requested the APEC TPT-WG to work with relevant experts in the environment and aviation fields to address, as a matter of urgency, options for cooperative work to contribute to sustainable policy approaches on this issue.

A draft outline of the meeting program is attached.  The broad objective of the meeting is to discuss and determine areas of focus for the Taskforce, and identify some immediate actions to commence working on.  The meeting will also provide the opportunity to share experiences at the practical level and bring an Asia-Pacific focus to this important global issue.  

Given the specific focus of this meeting, I invite you to encourage appropriate representatives from your economy to attend and participate in discussions on the implementation of strategies designed to address the greenhouse impacts of aviation emissions in the Asia-Pacific region.  

Your early consideration is sought on your economy’s intended participation in the meeting and a preliminary indication of the likely number of participants attending would be appreciated.  An information bulletin will follow shortly.

Attendance responses should be emailed to: z.coetzee@transport.govt.nz

by 4 July 2008.

Yours sincerely

Bruce Johnson

Chair
Aviation Emissions Taskforce

APEC AVIATION EMISSIONS TASK FORCE MEETING

DRAFT AGENDA

30 & 31 July 2008, Auckland, New Zealand

DAY 1



08:00 – 09:00
Registration

09:00 – 09:05
Opening by Chair

09:05 – 09:20
Welcome – Minister of Transport (TBC)

SESSION 1:  

09:20 – 09:50

Recap on Workshops and TPT-WG AEG Meeting - Chair

09:50 - 10:30
Discussion on TOR, work programme development, opportunities and priorities - Chair

10:30 – 10:50
Refreshment break

10:50 – 11:20

Participant update on regional developments since Kuala Lumpur workshop TBC

11:20 – 12:00

TBC
12:00 – 12:30

TBC
12:30 – 13:30

Lunch break

SESSION 2:  

13:30 – 14:00

Update on Carbon Foot Printing Tool – Australia
14:00 – 14:30

Discussion on possible provision of foot printing tool to APEC economies and use of collective data

14:30 – 15:05

Presentation on Framework for Action for Tourism and Climate 

Change – Mark Weaver, Department of Resources, Energy 

and Tourism, Australia
15:05 – 15:30
Refreshment break
15:30 – 16:30
Project discussion – Assessing the relative cost of carbon from 


each potential mitigation route: Fleet makeup, ATM initiatives, 


Airline operations, and fuel technologies - TBC
16:30 – 17:00
♦
Summary/discussion




♦
TPT-WG break-out group – development of 




Chair’s Summary
18:30

Pre-dinner drinks and meeting dinner - hosted by New Zealand

DAY 2



SESSION 3:
 

08:30 – 09:00
Tea & coffee

09:00 – 09:05
Overview of session by facilitator

09:05 – 10:05
Update on Project ASPIRE including upcoming flight trials and 


possibilities for wider engagement by APEC economies – 


Airways NZ

10:05 – 10:30
Refreshment break

10:30 – 11:00

ATM initiatives in the Pacific region to improve efficiency and reduce environmental impacts – Rob Eagles, IATA

11:00 – 11:30

TBC
11:30 – 12:00
TPT-WG break-out group – development of Chair’s Summary
12:00 – 13:30
Lunch

SESSION 4:  

13:30 – 13:35

Overview of session by Chair

13:35 – 14:05

Discussion of priorities and potential actions

14:05 – 14:35

Discussion of future work programme and participation
14:35 – 1500
Refreshment break

15:00 – 15:30

Summary and the way forward

15:30 – 16:15
Finalisation of Chair’s Summary 

Seminar Close

	
	APEC Transportation Working Group

Meeting of Aviation Emissions Taskforce
Auckland, New Zealand, 30-31 July 2008


DELEGATES’ INFORMATION BULLETIN No 1, JUNE 2008
The Ministry of Transport/Te Manatü Waka of New Zealand is pleased to host this meeting of the Aviation Emissions Taskforce.

We hope your brief visit to New Zealand will be worthwhile in maintaining the momentum of the Taskforce, and that you will enjoy your stay in Auckland, the largest city in New Zealand.

If you have any queries as a result of the information in this bulletin, please contact either Ken Hopper or Nigel Mouat at the Ministry of Transport, fax +64-4-439 9004 or directly as follows:

· k.hopper@transport.govt.nz or phone +64-4-439 9307; 
· n.mouat@transport.govt.nz or phone +64-4-439 9354; and copy
· z.coetzee@transport.govt.nz or phone +64-4-439 9337.
Meeting Registration

To register your participation in the Meeting, attendees are requested to complete the attached Registration Form and return to

z.coetzee@transport.govt.nz or fax to +64-4-439 9004.

Registration prior to 16 July would be appreciated.

Getting to New Zealand

Visas

Delegates from the following economies require a visa to travel to New Zealand: People’s Republic of China; Indonesia; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and Viet Nam.  For details of New Zealand diplomatic posts, please follow this link http://www.mfat.govt.nz/
Auckland International Airport: (AKL)

Most delegates on their journey to and from the meeting will arrive and depart 
New Zealand through Auckland International Airport, in the top of the North Island, where you will complete border processes in the international terminal. 

Visit http://www.akl-airport.co.nz for more information.

Christchurch International Airport: (CHC)

Some delegates may have the option of arrival or departure at Christchurch International Airport instead of Auckland.  Again, you will complete border processes in the international terminal.  The transfer desk will arrange for your luggage to be forwarded through to the appropriate domestic departure, or you can walk through the terminal (turn right after exit from border processing) to the domestic area.  Both Air New Zealand and Qantas offer frequent services to Auckland on B737 aircraft and the flight time is approximately 80 minutes.  Pacific Blue Airlines also offers B737 services between the cities.
Visit http://www.christchurchairport.co.nz for more information.

Border processing

If you have not travelled to either New Zealand or Australia before, you may never have experienced the emphasis on agricultural and biosecurity protection that you will find here.  It is normal practice for all carry-on, and hold-stowed baggage, to be subjected to x-ray screening for undeclared organic material.  

New Zealand is a small island economy, known for its lush vegetation, fruit crops, sheep, cattle and deer farming and natural beauty. Less than 10 percent of the world's pests and diseases occur here.  Because we are an island nation, dependent on forestry and agriculture as a major part of our economy, the introduction of just one new pest or disease could have devastating consequences.  New Zealand earns billions of dollars a year from the export of primary products, and the importation of pests and diseases is a very real threat to our economy.

To help prevent this, we have some of the strictest quarantine controls in the world.  Prohibited items include some live animals, and animal products, and some meat products, eggs, some live plant material including fruit, seeds, and products made from endangered species.  There is no law against bringing quarantine goods into New Zealand as long as you declare them.  Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) staff will advise you if you can or cannot keep any items with you.

After you collect your baggage and clear Passport Control, either:

· walk through the "Nothing to Declare Way Out" (green exit) if you have not declared any Customs or agricultural goods on your arrival card; or 

· go to the "Goods to Declare Way Out" (red exit) if you have declared any Customs or agricultural goods on your arrival card, or you are unsure which exit to use.

Regardless of the exit you choose, Customs officers or Agriculture/Quarantine officers may still search the baggage of any traveller.

Venue and accommodation
The Taskforce meeting will be held at the:

Stamford Plaza Auckland

22 Albert Street
Auckland
http://www.stamford.com.au/spak/
Phone:  64 9 309 8888

Fax:  64 9 379 6445
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We recommend that attendees also make their accommodation arrangements at the Stamford Plaza.  A special accommodation rate has been negotiated with the hotel for the duration of the meeting.  If you wish to receive this special rate, please use the Reservation Form attached to the accompanying e-mail and respond to:

lusianetraill@spak.stamford.com.au 
no later than 10 July 2008.  After this date, rooms will be subject to availability.
The Stamford Plaza is located 21km from Auckland International Airport.  Please allow 45 minutes for the journey during peak times and 35 minutes outside peak times ($50 by taxi or $75 by limousine approx.).  Hotel limousine transport is available 24 hrs at $85 inbound & $85 outbound.  To book please e-mail:

lusianetraill@spak.stamford.com.au 
About New Zealand

New Zealand is an independent nation and a member of the British Commonwealth. It has a diverse multi-cultural population of 4.2 million people, the majority of whom are of British descent.  New Zealand's indigenous Maori make up around 14 percent of the population. 

The Maori were New Zealand's first settlers.  They made an epic journey from the legendary Hawaiki, probably in Polynesia to the north of New Zealand, about 1000 years ago.  The great explorer Kupe, who legend says first discovered New Zealand, named the new land Aotearoa - Land of the Long White Cloud.  The first documented European to discover New Zealand was Dutch navigator Abel Tasman, who came here in 1642 in search of the fabled great southern continent.  Later, Captain James Cook claimed it for Britain in 1769 (narrowly beating the French) and produced a detailed map. 

The Treaty of Waitangi, is seen as New Zealand's founding document.  It was signed in 1840 between leading Maori chiefs and representatives of the British Crown at Waitangi, in the Bay of Islands on 6 February, which has become New Zealand's national day, known as 'Waitangi Day'. 

Comparable in size and/or shape to Great Britain, Colorado or Japan, New Zealand is one of the world's least crowded economies.  It is a haven for those seeking peace, rejuvenation and relaxation as well as a playground for thrill seekers and adventurers.  A temperate climate with relatively small seasonal variation makes it an ideal year-round holiday destination.  

Visit http://www.purenz.com for tourist information.

Climate:

The north of New Zealand is subtropical and the south temperate.  The warmest months are December, January and February, and the coldest June, July and August.  In summer, the average maximum temperature ranges between 20-30ºC and in winter between 10-15ºC.  Temperatures as low as 2ºC can be experienced in August and delegates are advised to bring warm clothing.
Political system:

New Zealand is a constitutional monarchy. The Queen of New Zealand, Queen Elizabeth II, is the Head of State.  The Queen's representative in this economy is the Governor-General who has all the powers of the Queen in relation to New Zealand.  Although an integral part of the process of government, the Queen and the Governor-General remain politically neutral and do not get involved in the political contest.

New Zealand’s Government has three branches: the Legislature, the Executive, and the Judiciary.  Power is divided between these branches, preventing any one from acting against basic constitutional principles.  Although each branch has a different role, they are not totally separate from each other.  New Zealand has a single chamber of Parliament known as the House of Representatives.  The principal functions of Parliament are to: enact laws; provide a government; supervise the government's administration; allocate funding for government agencies and services, and redress grievances by way of petition. 

Parliament is elected using the mixed member proportional (MMP) system. The Government is formed after an election by the party or coalition of parties which can command a majority of the votes in the House of Representatives.  The leader of the winning party becomes Prime Minister

The Government is accountable to Parliament for its actions and policies.  So Ministers are answerable to Parliament for their own actions and policies and for the actions and policies of the departments and state agencies under their jurisdiction.  Most Ministers are members of Cabinet, which is the main decision-making body of the government.  Ministries, government departments and other government agencies, collectively known as the ‘public sector’ perform much of the business of government. 

In New Zealand the courts are independent of the policy makers, the Executive and Parliament.  Judges make decisions by interpreting the laws that are passed by Parliament. 

Visit http://www.govt.nz for more information.

Language:

English is the common and everyday language of New Zealand.  New Zealand is a multi-cultural society and you may hear many other languages spoken, including Maori, which is also an official language of New Zealand.

Currency: 

The currency in New Zealand is the New Zealand Dollar.  At today’s exchange rate, $US1=$NZ1.32. (as at 18 June 2008)   Our banknotes are coloured and sized differently depending on the value ($100 Red; $20 Green; $10 Blue and $5 Orange).  Similarly our coinage differs in size and is in gold ($2 and $1) or silver (50c and 20c) or bronze (10c).

There is no limit to the amount of foreign currency that may be brought into or taken out of New Zealand.  However you are required to advise a Customs officer during entry processing if carrying in excess of $NZ10, 000 in any currency.

Most internationally recognised currencies and travellers cheques can be exchanged easily at commercial banks, hotels and in international airport terminals.  Automated Teller Machines (ATM) are widely available at banks, along main shopping streets and in malls. International credit cards and ATM cards will work as long as they have a four-digit PIN encoded.  Check with your bank before leaving home.

How much will it cost? 

Here is a general guide of what you can expect to pay in New Zealand currency for meals:

	· A hotel breakfast: $10-$30
	· Dinner (3-course, no wine): $30-$60

	· Lunch snack/sandwich: $6-10
	· Cafe lunch: $10-$25

	
	


Dining out:

Dress is informal and relaxed on most occasions. Smart casual clothes are acceptable at most restaurants and nightspots.  Men are generally not expected to wear suits and ties, except in a few of the top formal bars and restaurants in major cities.  You may see restaurants described as either “licensed” or “BYO”. A licensed restaurant can serve alcoholic drinks with meals, and a BYO restaurant is one that you can take your own drinks to (usually wine), in which case there may be a small charge for ‘corkage’ – opening your wine.

Tipping:

New Zealanders do not expect tips for normal service - even in restaurants and bars. However, tipping for extra special service or kindness is at the discretion of the visitor.  Hotels and restaurants in New Zealand do not add service charges to their bills. 

Drivers’ Licences and Permits:

If you have a current overseas driver licence or a current international driving permit, you can drive for one year after you first arrive in New Zealand.  Recent law changes mean all drivers, including visitors from other economies, must carry their licence or permit at all times when driving.  You will only be able to drive the same types of vehicles you are licensed to drive in your home economy. The common age to rent a car in New Zealand without incurring insurance surcharges is 25 years.

Delegates are reminded that we drive on the left-hand side of the road in New Zealand – if you are not used to that, be careful when crossing roads in the city.

Electricity Supply:

The electricity supply in New Zealand is a nominal 230 volts, 50 hertz.  It is generally expected that electrical appliances rated at 220 volts or 240 volts will operate safely provided that those appliances are in good condition.

Hotels frequently provide separate sockets (with 110 volt supply with limited 20 watt capacity) for electric razors only.

The plug/socket system in New Zealand is a 3-pin flat-pin type.  For most visitors, adapters will be necessary to operate electrical equipment using a cord.  Adapters can be borrowed from hotels, or purchased in duty free stores on arrival, or from home appliance/electrical stores in New Zealand.

Telephone connectors:

The New Zealand standard is the BT (British Telecom) connector but other modular jacks (for example, the RJ45 and RJ11, used in the United States) can also be supported via adapters.  Again these adapters can be borrowed from hotels, or purchased in duty free stores on arrival, or from home appliance/electrical stores in New Zealand.

Business and banking hours:

Normal business hours in New Zealand are 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday.  Many shops are also open on Saturdays and Sundays.  Banks generally open from 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m., Monday to Friday.  Post offices or Post shops open from 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday, and most are open from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on Saturdays.

Smoking:

New Zealand has a smoke-free environment law requiring that all restaurants provide smoking and non-smoking areas.  Certain restaurants in New Zealand may be totally non-smoking.  Smoking is not permitted on public transport.  The meeting venue will be smoke-free.

Time:

New Zealand Standard Time is 12 hours ahead of UTC.

Goods and Services Tax:

All ‘goods and services’ purchased in New Zealand (e.g. domestic travel, taxi fares, your hotel room, meals, drinks, clothing, souvenirs etc) are subject to a Goods and Services Tax (GST) of 12.5%.  Vendors may choose to show prices either as ‘GST included’, the full amount you will pay, or ‘GST exclusive’ in which case the GST will be added when payment is made.  

GST is not refundable to visitors when they leave New Zealand.

Airport Departure charges:

From 1 July 2008, Auckland International Airport will levy a passenger services charge on airlines rather than travellers.  This will be $NZ13 based on arriving and departing travellers.

All passengers departing on international services from Christchurch or Wellington International Airports must pay a departure charge to the appropriate Airport Company.  Currently this charge is $NZ25.00 per adult passenger.  If this charge is not included on your air ticket, then it can be paid in NZ currency at collection booths at each airport.  You will not be allowed to proceed to the departure gates unless your ticket either shows that the charge has been included, or has had a ‘paid’ sticker applied at the collection booth.

About Auckland
Auckland's waterside location has fostered the locals' love affair with the sea, earning this place the nickname "City of Sails".

Wherever you stay in Auckland, you're never far from breathtaking scenery, beautiful beaches, invigorating walks, idyllic holiday islands, outstanding food and wine, great shopping and exciting nightlife.

For more information on getting around and transportation, things to do, and what is on in Auckland, please visit:   http://www.aucklandnz.com
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 REGISTRATION FORM
	(A) Head of Delegation Details


Title:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mr      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mrs      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Miss
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:





Given Name:


 
Surname:







Position: 



E-mail: 








Organisation:












Postal Address:












City:


 Post/Zip Code:
__
Country:






Telephone: 



Fax:_



Mobile: 




	(B) Accompanying Officer/s 



Title:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mr      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mrs      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Miss
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:





Given Name: 





Surname:





Position:




E-mail:








Organisation:













Postal Address:













City:




Post/Zip Code:
__
Country:




Telephone: 



Fax: 



Mobile: 




	(C) Casual Dinner 


For catering purposes, please indicate below your attendance at the meeting dinner to be held on Wednesday 30 July at the Stamford Plaza Auckland.
Dinner, Wednesday 30 July 2008, 7.00 pm (6.30 pre-dinner drinks)

Number of people attending: 

__
	(D) Dietary Requirements


Delegate:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vegetarian      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vegan      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diabetic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Allergy      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other        

Please list any other details below:

__________________________________________________________________

________
	(E) Accommodation


Accommodation bookings and payment are the responsibility of attendees and must be made directly with the hotel of your choice.

The Stamford Plaza Auckland has offered attendees a discounted rate on accommodation for the duration of the Meeting.  An accommodation booking form for the Stamford Plaza Auckland has been attached to the accompanying e-mail.
Appendix A
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