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Aviation Experts Group: Final Report

1. Welcome and Introductions

The AEG held two plenary meetings, one before the sub-group meetings, and one immediately following.  At the first AEG plenary session, the Chair, Ms. Emily White, United States, opened the meeting and welcomed participants to the Aviation Experts Group meeting.  Vice Chair Ms. Lilien Ambarwiyati, Indonesia introduced herself as taking on this role for the first time.  There were over 60 participants from 20 economies, plus an observer from Macau, China.

2. Review, Modify, and Adopt Agenda

At the first plenary session, the agenda was reviewed by all and adopted as written.  The Chair opened the second plenary with a review of the agenda, and adopted the agenda as proposed.  

3. Chair’s remarks on preparing for subgroup meetings
AEG Chair provided guidance to the sub-groups with respect to using APEC template documents when completing final reports, which should include point of contact information lists for the subgroup meetings.  AEG Chair also directed the subgroups to update the 5th Ministerial Directives Commitments progress table, and review the 36th ICAO Assembly and 44th DGCA Conference outcomes to determine if there are any new subgroup activities that may be completed to meet the respective obligations of those groups.  Last, the AEG Chair asked each subgroup to review the TPT-WG Work Plan, identify any changes as may be necessary, and to carefully review the Air Services Action Plan.  
4. New Issues

4.1 Proposed new aviation emissions group

There was a discussion of a proposal for a new Aviation Emissions Subgroup within the AEG.  (See 2008/TPT-WG30/AEG1/Emissions: Agenda Item 4.2).  A proposed revised Terms of Reference for the AEG was provided to show possible responsibilities of the proposed aviation emissions subgroup.  (See 2008/TPT-G30/AEG/01: Agenda Item 4.3.a).
At the first plenary, Lead Shepherd John Doherty gave a presentation to the AEG regarding the outcomes of the 2nd APEC Seminar on Aviation Emissions (April 2008 held in Malaysia), which focused on practical measures that could be undertaken cooperatively by economies.  The event drew 74 participants, including numerous industry representatives, including IATA, AAPA, Australian Airports Association, and Eurocontrol.  Some individual airlines were represented as well.  The seminar had 5 broad sessions resulting in several outcomes.  It was noted that the APEC framework can be an avenue for information sharing and supporting improvements consistent with ICAO guidance.  The seminar outcomes noted a strong commitment among participants and the role of ICAO in leading a global approach to addressing emissions.  It was understood that the APEC framework would not duplicate what ICAO is doing, but can be an avenue for information sharing and supporting improvements consistent with ICAO directions.  The seminar explored some practical measures that can be done to realize positive changes toward reducing aviation emissions, such as air traffic management efficiencies, sharing of data, increasing voluntary carbon offsets from passengers, use of voluntary agreements and a review of regulatory constraints and barriers.  The seminar asked that the APEC TPT-WG consider establishing an aviation emissions sub-group to further work in this area.
A discussion on the merits of a new sub-group were then discussed.  New Zealand acknowledged the difficulty of attendance at sub-groups but noted the list of participants at the last two seminars as evidence of strong support. There is some public perception that aviation contributes more than it actually does toward green house gasses, and there is a need to share information with the public regarding technological advances.  An APEC aviation emissions group would also be an opportunity for APEC to make a strong contribution to what is underway at ICAO.  

China agreed that APEC should be a part of this conversation on aviation emissions; however their concern is regarding the political and economic approaches to the issue.  China is not supportive of expanding the institution of APEC to include another subgroup, noting that the APEC work program has to be accepted by most member economies so that the work program can proceed forward as it is currently.

Canada noted that the environmental task force under ICAO would reach another critical decision point by the end of 2009, and asked how the work under APEC would unfold. 
New Zealand responded by indicating that they do not have a set idea about the scope of the proposed sub-group, but that it needs to be determined clearly to avoid duplicating ICAO efforts.  Sharing knowledge and experience of practical measures is the best method to get results from cooperation.  New Zealand also suggested that industry may be willing to provide more data to an APEC endorsed group.

Russia iterated its support of China’s position.  Russia also believes that it is not only aviation emissions, but also transportation emissions in general that should be addressed under all the TPT-WG modal groups.
New Zealand and Australia agreed to draft up a more concrete proposal with the possibility of AEG agreement on an aviation emissions task force instead of an aviation emissions sub-group for discussion at the AEG second plenary session.

At the second AEG plenary meeting, a revised AEG Terms of Reference and Appendix A-4 was presented for consideration, changing the role of an aviation emissions subgroup to an aviation emissions task force.  China, Canada, Hong Kong China, Australia, United States, and the Philippines all voiced their support for the proposal of a task force; no economy dissented.  The new AEG aviation emissions proposal and terms of reference were adopted.
New Zealand volunteered to Chair the new task force.  AEG Chair suggested that the Vice-Chair come from an economy participating in the ICAO group involved in international climate change, which is tasked, among other items, to make recommendations regarding aviation emissions by the end of 2009.  These economies are:  Australia, Canada, China, Japan, and the United States.  The Lead Shepherd indicated that Australia is prepared to fill the role on an interim basis through the first task force meeting, giving other economies the opportunity to explore the possibility of taking on a permanent role as vice-chair.  As such, New Zealand must step down as the newly appointed vice-chair of the air services sub-group.  The air services sub group chair indicated that this vacancy will now be addressed intercessionally or at the next TPT-WG meeting.
4.2 Counter Terrorism Capacity Building 
Mr. Simon Li, Hong Kong, AEG-SEC Chair reported that at the Counter Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) meeting that was held in Peru in February 2008, Vietnam proposed a short symposium on ICAO audit and security investigations.  The project was fully deliberated this week at the security sub-group level, and reported back to AEG at the second Plenary.
5. Overview of Subgroup Work 

AEG Chair asked Sub-group chairs to address current or anticipated vacancies in sub-group leadership, and report back during the second AEG Plenary. No subgroup comments were made during the first AEG Plenary.  The following is a brief summary of the AEG subgroup meetings during TPT-WG30.  The full subgroup reports are attached to this report.
5.1 Aviation Safety Experts Subgroup– Ms. Emily White, United States

AEG-SAF Chair reviewed the highlights of the sub-group discussions.  AEG-SAF Chair went over the work plan items briefly one at a time.  There include:  a New technologies workshop 2 (follow up to workshop held in 2005); a Philippines presentation on the status of safety management system (SMS) implementation and the urging of other economies to share same information at next meeting; United States discussion on upcoming rule making activity regarding foreign air carriers with focus on reducing paperwork on operations specifications; a Philippines presentation on the status of their implementation of the ICAO English language proficiency requirements and the urging of other economies to give similar presentations in at the next TPT-WG meeting; a reminder to all economies to provide a list of training courses available to other economies; technical assistance capabilities and contact information for submission to APEC web site; a discussion on harmonizing ramp inspection data and the sharing of China’s checklist; which will be posted on the APEC website; the provision of information on the IATA fuel efficiency gap program, which will also to posted to APEC website; and a presentation from Thailand on status of performance based navigation (PBN) and ADS-B implementation consistent with ICAO work on new technologies.

5.2 Aviation Security Subgroup– Mr. Simon Li, Hong Kong China.

AEG-SEC had some new participation this year and encouraged additional participation in future.  A June 24-26 air cargo security workshop and an intercessional test of the point of contact network were confirmed.  Additionally, two survey projects were distributed for completion by May 31, 2008 by all economies.  An aviation security quality control workshop, which was initiated by Vietnam at the Counter Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) in Lima, was approved and will focus on domestic capacity building.  Japan, Singapore, Russia, Philippines, and Hong Kong China delivered presentations to share information on aviation security measures in their economies.

At this meeting, Australia was elected as Chair and Singapore as the Vice-Chair of the AEG-SEC.  Hong Kong China was recognized for their role as the out-going Chair of the AEG-SEC.
5.3 Air Services – Mr. Pyrasak Duangkaew, Thailand 

AEG-SRV – 30 delegates from 13 economies attended this sub-group meeting.  The sub-group focused on implementation of the Action Plan for liberalization and facilitation of air services.  The group also discussed issues on international air transport policies, and transparency in Air Services Arrangements.  On-going project updates were provided for International Air Transport Policies and Development, and Transparency in Air Services Arrangements.  Two new projects were approved: 1) a survey on Air Services Agreements (Thailand), and 2) an initiative to develop a contact list of key aviation and air services websites and contacts, which will be coordinated by Australia.  The subgroup agreed to the selection of “Multiple Airline Designation” as the first annual priority for leaders’ endorsement.
Canada and United States supported the website initiative.  Malaysia expressed concern over the difficulty of obtaining the proper contact information within everyone’s government, given that some of the subject matter is outside the purview of many TPT-WG attendees.  AEG Chair asked if all attendees were willing to seek out the relevant information, and with positive responses, the AEG adopted this initiative.

Philippines sought clarification and guidance on the concept of free trade relative to timelines set forth in the Bogor Declaration. Bogor goals in air services were set over 10 years ago for realization in 2010, and it does not seem likely we can reach full free trade as envisioned in the 1990s.  The sub-group is seeking further guidance from the Ministerial level on this issue.  Lead Shepherd commented that the Bogor goals were made in an environment prior to the recent discussions in the World Trade Organization (WTO) at the time.  The WTO progress has not gone as far as had once been thought; therefore it is hard for APEC to push through change.  The Lead Shepherd also noted that it is hard to determine when “free trade” is achieved, and raised the question on how to measure success of the goal.  Therefore, APEC needs to look for practical ways to move liberalization forward as far as much as practical, while understanding that the broader goals of full liberalization among all economies may not be achieved.  Bogor goals are not just about aviation air services liberalization, but address other modes of transportation, and other groups are working toward trade liberalization in their respective areas.

Philippines presented a report on measures to further liberalize relaxation of visa and customs requirements. It was noted that while the AEG-SRV had collected the data, the TPT-WG had no authority to continue work in this area.  It was agreed that the data should be transferred to the APEC Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) which has a sub-committee on customs procedures, for their action. The Philippines agreed to provide the information to the CTI.  (See 2008/TPTWG30/AEG/AEG-SRV/01: Agenda Item 6).
6. Update TMM5 Directives Table progress report

AEG Chair took sub-group reports and updated the Transport Ministers Directives progress table. The Chair acknowledged the sub-group chairs assistance in linking the action plans of their respective subgroups to a particular Transport Ministers Directive.
7. Other Business
No new business was reported during either the first or second AEG Plenary.  AEG Chair thanked the AEG Vice Chair, the AEG sub group chairs and all for their participation and assistance.  The AEG Chair also thanked the Philippines for their excellent hospitality as hosts of TPT-WG 30.
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