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2008/TPTWG30/AEG/AEG-SEC/00X
AIR CARGO SECURITY WORKSHOP
Purpose:  Information
Submitted by:  Australia/US
1.
Background

At the TPTWG29 meeting held in Chinese Taipei in July 2007 members recommended to the AEG holding of an air cargo security workshop to promote cargo security of members economies. The proposal was subsequently endorsed by the AEG and the Plenary. 

2. Follow up work

The APEC/ASEG “Project Support Team" meeting in Hong Kong, January 31 and February 1, 2008, ended in initial agreement over the format and content of an APEC-sponsored air cargo security workshop, the name of the core group of APEC states that will meet regularly to support the chair and to discuss the future direction of the aviation security subgroup and its projects.  The economies gathered during the two days of meetings were Hong Kong China, China, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, and the United States.  

3. Air Cargo Security Workshop
Australia and the US are sponsors of the air cargo security workshop.  Prior to the meeting of the APEC/ASEG Project Support Team, the sponsors invited China to participate in the workshop as a co-sponsor and China accepted to be co-sponsor to the project.  

4. Funding

Australia has committed to provide limited funding for costs associated with the administration of the workshop, including venue and participation of industry presenters.  The funding does not extend to delegate travel from APEC economies.

5. Date and venue

At the meeting in January 2008 in Hong Kong, members agreed that the workshop could be held at the end of June 2008 to allow more time for preparation work and the venue could be at Bangkok, Thailand.  Australia has informed the Philippines that the workshop, tentatively scheduled to coincide with the Transportation Working Group 30 meeting in Makati City in April 2008, will be rescheduled to a later date.    Australia thanked the Philippines for their support for this initiative and understanding in regard to the change of schedule.

Australia has approached Thailand seeking their support for the workshop to be held in Bangkok in June 2008.  Australia welcomes any suggestions Thailand may have to assist and enhance the delivery and operation of the workshop.   

6. Format of the Workshop

The format for the workshop will include small break-out groups to allow for more useful and relevant discussions between APEC economies and lead speakers or subject matter experts. 

Specifically, the team agreed on the following tentative format for the air cargo security workshop:

Opening Plenary  

The opening plenary may include speakers from the host nation, APEC, ICAO and others who would “set the tone” for deliberations.

Break-out Round table Discussions

Round table discussions would include a lead speaker, one or two rapporteurs and a facilitator in addition to the discussants.  Topics are:

Regulation Modeling - What are the key components of a regulated agent and supply chain programs?  How can an economy build a regulatory framework and what are some challenges faced? 

Technology - What are the current and future technologies available for physical air cargo screening?  What are the technological challenges specific to air cargo screening?  How can screening be done with minimal impact on commerce?

Audit and Compliance - What are the challenges for regulators, auditing and ensuring compliance in an air cargo screening environment?  How could an economy use information generated by the audits to enhance an air cargo security system?

Training - What are the strategies for strengthening the skills of all entities in the cargo security regime such as shippers, freight forwarders and air carrier personnel? 

Industry Presentations
Presentations by industry group to include, but not limited to, Conference of Asia Pacific Express Carriers, Federation of Asia Pacific Aircargo Associations, IATA, Association of Asia Pacific Airlines and several air carriers, who have expressed willingness to participate.

Rapporteurs 
The remaining portion of the first day would bring together the table rapporteurs who will draft a final document that weaves together the common threads of the group discussions.  The final document will be presented to the delegates the following day to obtain agreement on the language before the closing plenary.

Closing Plenary
The closing plenary will allow hosts to provide a summary of conclusions and passage of the final document. 

Speakers
· AEG-SEC Chair will act as moderator and send announcement letter to AEG-SEC
· Economies will secure speakers

· Australia will provide guiding questions and contact information to industry representatives and handle logistics and venue arrangements with the hosts.

7. Action by the Meeting

Members are requested to take note of the organization work done on the Air Cargo Security Workshop and are encouraged to participate in the Workshop.

-END-

