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	30th APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting

Makati City, the Philippines

14 – 18 April 2008


Report on Opening Plenary Meeting, 14 April 2008

1. Welcome to Makati City, Manila

Delegates were welcomed to Manila by the Deputy Lead Shepherd on behalf of the Government of the Philippines.  Delegates noted that the meeting had attracted excellent participation, with more than 240 delegates registered for the meeting, representing 18 of the 21 APEC economies. Delegates expressed thanks to the Philippines as host for the hospitality and organizational arrangements.
2. Opening Remarks by Lead Shepherd

The Lead Shepherd welcomed delegates and in particular those delegates attending a meeting of the TPT-WG for the first time.

The Lead Shepherd advised the meeting of the retirement of Professor Jess Browning (United States of America).  The meeting acknowledged Professor Browning’s contribution to the Working Group, in particular as co-chair of the Intermodal and ITS Group.

The Lead Shepherd also acknowledged the participation in the meeting of Mr Lamberto Pia (Philippines), a former Lead Shepherd of the Working Group.

3. Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda was adopted as circulated.
4. Reports from Experts Group Chairs on Key Agenda Items and Priorities for TPT-WG30

The Chairs of the four Expert Groups made short presentations on key items for the agendas of the Expert Groups at this meeting:
· Dr Masahiko Furuichi (Japan) for the Maritime Experts Group; 
· Ms Emily White (USA) for the Aviation Experts Group; 
· Ms Elena Bautista (Philippines) for the Land Expert Group; and 
· Mr Walt Kulyk (USA) for the Intermodal and ITS Experts Group.  
These issues are addressed in more detail in the reports of the Experts Groups.

5. Instructions for Expert Groups from Heads of Delegations

The Lead Shepherd reported on the discussion in the Heads of Delegation meeting in relation to the strategic directions for the work of the group and priorities of the TPT-WG30.  Heads of Delegation agreed to ask the Experts Groups to continue to give top priority to implementing the directions set out in the Ministerial Directives from the 5th Meeting of APEC Transportation Ministers held in Australia in 2007.

Expert Groups were asked to have regard to the following documents

· The Lead Shepherd’s policy paper (January 2008) on directions for the work of the working group in 2008

· The summary of actions for Experts Groups arising from TPT-WG29 held in Chinese Taipei

· The draft Table of Progress Against TMM5 Directives, which should be used both to identify gaps in the Group’s work program and to record progress.

The Lead Shepherd noted that some of the TMM5 directives relate to broad policy directions and issues which will not be resolved in the immediate future.  Expert Groups were encouraged to look for manageable steps that could be taken to help in broader efforts on these issues - examples might be the establishment of research tasks for information-sharing.  Expert Groups were also reminded of the value of projects that might be funded through the APEC Secretariat.  

Forming new sub-groups.  The Lead Shepherd reported that Heads of Delegation had also discussed the scope for forming new sub-groups, noting that proposals for new sub-groups relating to aviation emissions and land transport security had been raised for consideration by Expert Groups.  Heads of Delegation noted two important considerations:

· That the working group should be responsive to emerging priorities, noting that the two proposals relate to areas identified by Ministers in TMM5;
· That the formation of additional sub-groups has the potential to make the Working Group structure too complex, and to make it difficult for delegations to participate in the range of sub-groups.

Experts Groups considering proposals to establish new sub-groups were encouraged to look at the full range of options, including use of short-term taskforces or seminars as an alternative to the establishment of ongoing sub-groups.   
Experts Groups were encouraged to consider how such groups might work and who the target audience would be in developing proposals.  Expert Groups will include any proposals in their reports to the closing plenary meeting.

6. Endorsement of TPT-WG Terms of Reference and 2008 Work Plan

The Lead Shepherd invited comments on the documents circulated, noting that they arose from requests from the APEC Secretariat and were intended to record existing arrangements rather than to introduce any changes.  Subject to any comments received, the documents will be put to the closing plenary for endorsement.  

7. TPT-WG Management
Future TPT-WG meetings.  The Lead Shepherd advised of the following offers to host TPT-WG meetings
· TPT-WG31 in Lima, Peru (25-28 August 2008)   Peru has also advised that two meetings will be held immediately before TPT-WG 31, a meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Taskforce and the STAR (Secure Trade in the Asia-Pacific Region).   Both of these have areas of interest which overlaps with the work of the TPT-WG, and Expert Groups were encouraged to look for areas of cooperative work with these groups in conjunctions with TPT-WG31.  

· Economies were encouraged to send strong delegations to the Peru meeting, noting the key importance of this meeting in the lead-up to a proposed Ministerial Meeting in 2009.

· A TPT-WG meeting in Singapore in July 2009

The Lead Shepherd expressed thanks to Peru and Singapore on behalf of the working group for agreeing to host these meetings.  

All economies were encouraged to consider the scope for them to host a meeting of the TPT-WG in the coming years.  

TPT-WG appointments.  The Lead Shepherd advised that the office of Lead Shepherd would become vacant from 30 June 2008 on completion of his two-year term.  An election for Lead Shepherd would be conducted at the closing plenary on 17 April 2008.  As the Deputy Lead Shepherd is likely to be a nominee for the office, economies were also encouraged to consider nomination for the role of Deputy Lead Shepherd.

Expert Groups were also asked to consider arrangements to fill any vacancies in chair or deputy chair positions in the Expert Group or Sub-groups, and to report to the closing Heads of Delegation meeting on proposed appointments.

8. APEC Secretariat Report

The Program Director presented a summary of key items from the written report circulated.  The report highlighted the new emphasis within APEC on social as well as economic aspects, which is consistent with a focus within TPT-WG on issues such as security and safety which have major social as well as economic implications.

Delegations were encouraged to consider using the Project Management Unit established within the APEC Secretariat to assist with the development and processing of project proposals.

The Lead Shepherd advised that following discussion with the Program Director, a short paper would be circulated summarising the Program Director’s role in TPT-WG work.  While consistent with general APEC guidance, the paper would be intended to provide the Program Director, the chairs of TPT-WG expert groups and sub-groups, and all delegations with more clarity about the division of responsibilities.

9. Update on Collaboration with Other APEC Fora 
Presentation by the APEC Energy Working Group

The meeting noted a presentation by Mr Murakami (Japan) representing the APEC Energy Working Group on areas for collaborative work, in particular around the security of ships carrying oil or liquefied gas and around measure to improve the energy efficiency of transport.

· Expert Groups were asked to consider any scope for cooperative work with the Energy Working Group

· The meeting noted that a more detailed presentation would be provided to the Maritime Security Sub-Group as a basis for developing specific proposals for cooperative work in relation the maritime security issues.

CTTF paper on the Capacity Building Needs of APEC economies

The Lead Shepherd drew the meeting’s attention to a paper prepared for the SOM Counter-Terrorism Taskforce outlining identified capacity building needs in relation to counter-terrorism activities.   In particular, sections A1 (Protect cargo), A2 (protect Ships engaged in International Voyages) and A3 (Protect International Aviation) include measures which overlap with work of the TPT-WG relating to transport and supply chain security.  

· Expert Groups were encouraged to look for opportunities to report to CTTF on initiatives in these areas and to cooperate with the CTTF.

APEC Trade Recovery Program Initiative

Singapore made a presentation providing an update on work on the APEC Trade Recovery Program that was endorsed by APEC leaders in 2007

· the meeting was advised that Singapore plans to host  a Capacity Building Workshop on Trade Recovery on 23-24 July 2008.  The workshop, which will be open to all APEC economies, will explain the importance of the trade recovery program and explore options for economies to cooperate in trade recovery initiatives.  

10.  Presentations & Updates
TPT-WG Website update

China made a presentation on the launch of the new TPT-WG website and explained the key elements of the new website.  Delegates expressed their thanks to China for the work.  Positive comments were made about the look of the new website and the clear organization of information on the site.  Delegations were encouraged to make full use of the website and to provide feedback to China on any areas for further improvement.

Progress on the APEC Port Services Network

China provided an update on progress with the APEC Port Services Network, an initiative supported by APEC Leaders in 2006 and Transportation Ministers in 2007.  The meeting noted that the office of the APEC Port Services Network was opened in Beijing on 28 January 2008; that China has provided initial funding for the operation of the office and that work is proceeding to finalise a constitution for the ongoing operation of the network.  The meeting recognized the contributions by China and the Maritime Experts Group and noted that MEG will report to the closing plenary on its consideration of the draft constitution.

APEC Mass Passenger Surface Transport Security 

The Philippines reported on the outcomes of the Mass Passenger Surface Transport Security conference held in Manila on 10–11 April 2008.  The conference was co-hosted by the Philippines and Australia in response to a directive of APEC transport ministers at TMM5 to look for cooperative work in the area of mass transport security.

The conference was attended by ten economies.   Presentations were made by economy representatives and invited experts.  The conference provided a forum for sharing information, learning about best practice and establishing a network of interested contacts and a platform for planning further work.  The outcomes of the conference and mechanisms for future cooperative work will be considered by the Land Transport Experts Group and reported to the closing plenary.

Report: Secure Trade and Efficiency in APEC with Intelligent Transportation Systems and e-Commerce Technologies

A presentation was provided on the outcome of this APEC project initiated through the Intermodal and ITS Experts Group.  The project involves a study of the take-up of new technological solutions in the screening of cargo at ports.  The study indicates that there is some take-up of new approaches, but that there is no consistency in the particular approach adopted and that some approaches are still in the development stage.  The Intermodal and ITS group is to look in more detail at the results of the project and options for future work, including possibly in conjunction with the APEC STAR initiative.

Second APEC seminar on Practical Measures to Manage Aviation Emissions

The meeting noted that a second seminar on APEC emissions had been conducted in response to the directive from APEC Transportation Ministers and the recognition by APEC Leaders of the significance of this issue.  The second seminar was hosted by Australia and Malaysia and focused on the range of practical measures which could assist in containing the emissions from aviation.  Time did not allow a full presentation to the plenary meeting, the meeting noted that a presentation will be made to the Aviation Experts Group and that the results of AEG’s considerations will be reported to the closing plenary.

Resumption of Meeting

The Plenary meeting of TPT-WG will re-convene on 17 April, following the meetings of the Expert Groups, sub-groups and the second Heads of Delegation meeting.
