APEC CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON TRADE RECOVERY PROGRAMME (TRP), 23-24 JULY 2008, SINGAPORE
APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG30) Meeting in Manila, April 2008
Introduction

1
Over the last two years, APEC has acknowledged the importance of enhancing the security of the supply chain against disruption from acts of terrorism. By ensuring the security of the supply chain, trade and international commerce will continue within and amongst the APEC region which is vital to the continued economic growth and development of the APEC economies.

2
Following the direction of the APEC Leaders given in Hanoi in 2006, a group of APEC economies led by Singapore undertook a study to develop a trade recovery programme (TRP) which addressed the importance of establishing measures and processes by APEC economies to minimize disruption to trade flows in the event of a major terrorist attack on the supply chain. The study recommended a set of guidelines and approaches on how economies can apply the measures suggested under these guidelines to quickly resume trade after the event. This study and its recommendations were endorsed by the APEC Leaders at the APEC Economic Leaders Meeting (AELM) in September 2007 and the Leaders also welcomed APEC economies to undertake pilot projects related to the TRP.

APEC Workshop on Trade Recovery Programme

3
In line with the APEC Leaders’ instructions and as a follow up to the APEC TRP study, Singapore plans to host an APEC Trade Recovery Programme (TRP) Capacity Building Workshop from 23 to 24 July 2008. The workshop aims to:

(a) raise awareness and elaborate  on the key thrusts of the APEC TRP that was endorsed by the leaders in 2007. This  will help APEC economies gain a better understanding of the importance of  a TRP and identify possible ways to adopt the TRP so as to protect the flow of international trade in the event of a disruption to the supply chain arising from a major terrorist attack;
(b) explore possible ways in which APEC economies could co-operate and co-ordinate with each other to ensure the continued flow of trade amongst themselves in the event of a disruption, and 
(c) develop possible approaches for the conduct of a TRP Pilot as endorsed by APEC Leaders in September 2007. 

4.
The workshop would be held over two days and experts from the public and private sectors of APEC economies will be invited to speak and share their views and expertise on related topics.  It is also recommended that experts from non-APEC economies as well as relevant international organizations be invited to speak at this workshop, where APEC economies can learn from their experience on these issues. 
5
The workshop would be open to all APEC economies who wish to participate. Singapore would fund the conduct of the workshop (ie. venue, speakers’ travel and accommodation, meals, administrative costs). All participants shall fund their own travel and transport, accommodation and subsistence costs for participating in this workshop. APEC will be asked to consider providing financial support for up to two participants from each of the travel-eligible economies.  
6
The tentative programme of this APEC Trade Recovery Programme Workshop is at Annex A. Further details would be provided in due course through the APEC Secretariat.

7
APEC economies would be encouraged to participate in this APEC Trade Recovery Programme Workshop from 23 to 24 July 2008 in Singapore.

8
For the information of the Transportation Working Group and APEC economies.
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Annex A

APEC CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON TRADE RECOVERY

SINGAPORE, 23-24 JULY 2008

Proposed programme 

(as at 8 January  2008)
DAY ONE

Session 1: The Importance of having a Trade Recovery Programme

Participants will be briefed about the latest developments in international practices and cooperation on supply chain security as part of a sweep of the environment. It will be shown that there is currently a lacuna of global measures to facilitate trade recovery and resumption in the aftermath of a terrorist attack on the supply chain. This Session will explain the importance of having a trade recovery programme, highlighting the economic impact to international trade as a result of a disruption due to terrorist attack on the supply chain. It will discuss the importance and principles of keeping up trade facilitation in the aftermath of a major terrorist attack on the supply chain. Industry representatives will also be asked to share their views on the need for trade recovery framework. 

Possible Topics 

· Existing international practices on supply chain security

· The Need for Trade Recovery Programme

· Economic impact of international trade disruption due to terrorist attack on the supply chain 

· Importance and Principles of Trade Facilitation

Session 2: The APEC Trade Recovery Programme (TRP)

This Session will introduce participants to the APEC Trade Recovery Programme (TRP) which was endorsed by the APEC Leaders in Sydney 2007. Participants will be introduced to the principles underpinning the APEC TRP and its recommended guidelines, in which participating economies could make reference to quickly re-establish a secure supply chain in the event of such an attack that disrupts trade within the APEC region. Participants should be able to gain a better understanding of the importance of the TRP and moving forward, to identify possible ways to implement the TRP. 


Possible Topics:

· Principles of Trade Recovery 

· Recommended guidelines of the APEC Trade Recovery Programme

DAY TWO

Session 3: The Way Forward

This Session will further elaborate on how the TRP principles and guidelines could be applied by APEC economies, while helping economies identify the gaps of their supply chain security and consider the feasibility of developing a domestic supply chain security programme that would facilitate trade recovery. Participants will be introduced to the implementation approaches of the TRP. This Session will also discuss and explore on how TRP pilot projects could be carried out, as a follow up to the direction of the APEC Leaders in Sydney 2007. Like minded APEC economies and economies that are ready to do so could be encouraged to work on possible TRP pilot projects to test out certain key pillars of the TRP.  

Possible Topics:

· Applying the TRP principles and guidelines

· Possible ways to develop domestic programmes for trade recovery

· Implementation approaches of the APEC Trade Recovery Programme

· TRP pilot projects

END OF WORKSHOP
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