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Established in 1991, the Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) works towards trade liberalisation and facilitation in the transport sector, economic and technical assistance, and capacity building.  Important goals for the Working Group are to develop systems that ensure safe, secure, and efficient movement of people and goods throughout the region; and to assist with capacity building in developing economies to contribute to efficient, safe, secure and sustainable transport in the APEC region.

The TPT-WG works to achieve a balance between trade, safety and security issues relating to regional transport systems. At the same time, parallel measures are being undertaken by economies to harmonise security regulations to strengthen security in all transportation modes, namely land, sea and air transport. 

The TPT-WG is chaired by the Lead Shepherd (currently Australia) for a two-year term and usually meets biannually. The Working Group is made up of Expert Groups on intermodal, land, aviation and maritime transport, with sub-groups of experts addressing aviation security, aviation safety, maritime security, road safety, vehicle standards harmonization and GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite Systems). 
This TPT-WG Work Plan for 2008 results from the outcomes of the 29th TPT-WG meeting in Chinese Taipei in July 2007 and subsequent developments. It also responds to the directives from the 5th APEC Transportation Ministers meeting (TMM5) held in Adelaide, Australia in March 2007. 

1. Proposed Work Plan and Concrete Deliverables for 2008 in Response to Leaders/Ministers/SOM Decision and SCE Priorities

· Areas of new focus in response to TMM5 priorities to be incorporated into the TPT-WG future Work Plan include:

· examining ways in which liberalization of transport can promote regional economic integration;

· responding to new and emerging transport security challenges, in particular relating to passenger land transport security and total supply chain security;

· identifying opportunities to collaborate in areas such as fuel efficiency and alternative energies including biofuels;

· increasing the priority placed on transport safety and in particular road safety, with development of a comprehensive road safety strategy for individual APEC economies.

2. Anticipated Activities and/or Proposed Work Plan with outside organizations in response to Ministers’ call for greater engagement with:
A) Business Sector; 
· Through special workshops and seminars organized as necessary to discuss key transport related issues and consider options.
B) Other Organizations/Stakeholders, including the IFIs and other International Organizations

· Undertake outreach activities in collaboration with other international organizations including:

· a second seminar from 3-4 April 2008 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for APEC member economies on the management of aviation emissions; 
· a Conference on Passenger Surface Transport Security from 10-11 April 2008 in Manila, the Philippines;
· subject to confirmation, a seminar on air cargo security in mid 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand;
· cooperation with the International Working Group on Land Transport Security; and

· continued cooperation with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), International Maritime Organization (IMO), and International Standards Organization (ISO).
3. Identify cross cutting issues and explain how they will be coordinated across Fora

· Collaborate with the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) and Secure Trade in the APEC Region Forum (STAR) to:
· exchange information on transport related matters to ensure the work of the TPT-WG security sub groups does not duplicate the work of these forums;

· support the work of the Trade Recovery Program Study Group in relation to port recovery in the event of a major terrorist attack. 

· Where appropriate, collaborate with other APEC Working Groups including Tourism, Customs, Human Resources Development, Energy and Industry on issues of common interest relating to transport
· including extending invitations for representatives to attend TPT-WG meetings to share information. 
4. Expected Outcomes/Deliverables For 2008
· launch of the APEC Port Services Network (APSN) office in Beijing to operate to develop a constitution, recruit members and to hold initial meetings and training courses until the APSN Secretariat is officially established and the network is brought into full operation;
· a second APEC Strategic Seminar on Measures to Manage Aviation Emissions from 3-4 April 2008 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;
· a Conference on Mass Passenger Surface Transport Security Conference from 10-11 April 2008 in Manila, the Philippines;
· subject to confirmation, a seminar on air cargo security in June 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand;
· the 30th Meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group from 14-18 April 2008, in Manila;

· the 31st Meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group from 25-28 August 2008, in Lima, Peru
· a revised TPT-WG Work Plan to incorporate Ministers and Leaders directives as per attached Lead Shepherd’s policy direction paper of 30 January 2008.
As at 22 February 2008.
