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Report of 

The GNSS Implementation Team (GIT)

to

The APEC Transportation Working Group

Intermodal and Intelligent Transport Systems Group (IEG) 
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
As a meeting of the Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) Implementation Team (GIT) was not planned during the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) meetings and is held intersessionally, this report is to reflect the Co-Chair’s view of the progress of the related activities since the 29th meeting of the TPT-WG (TPT-WG/29) held in Taipei, Chinese Taipei in July 2007.

2. 
PROGRESS

2.1
There has been no meeting of GIT since the report of the 10th GIT (GIT/10) meeting and the 11th GIT (GIT/11) meeting, held in Manila, the Philippines on 2 - 5 October 2006, and in Tokyo, Japan on 25 – 28 June 2007, respectively, was provided to the IEG during the TPT-WG/29.

2.2
As agreed at the GIT/11, and reported to the IEG, the GIT organizes a seminar, inviting experts from all transport modes, on 26 and 27 May in Bangkok, Thailand, followed by the 12th GIT (GIT/12) meeting on 28-30 May 2008. Both events are generously hosted by the Aeronautical Radio of Thailand (AEROTHAI).

2.3
The seminar titled “APEC GNSS Technological Innovation Summit” is a result of cooperative work of GIT members, and will provide an excellent forum for all Economies to obtain updated information of GNSS technology and its application in all transport modes, namely road, rail, maritime and aviation, and to exchange opinions on GNSS use in the APEC region. In order to take full advantage of this opportunity, all Economies are encouraged to include multi-modal GNSS experts in their delegation.

2.4
The GIT/12 Meeting will address GNSS-related activities of Economies, GIT initiatives, progress of the GNSS Testbed Project and some administrative matters of GIT, including the selection of a vacant Co-Chair position. All APEC Economies are requested to report GNSS related works at the Meeting if not addressed at the Summit.

2.5
A copy of the Provisional Agenda and Programme for the Summit and GIT/12 Meeting is attached for information. More information concerning these events is also available on the following APEC GIT website being maintained by the Republic of Korea.

APEC GIT <http://www.apecgit.org/news/news.asp?board_id=NEWS>.

2.6
A report of the Summit and the GIT/12 Meeting will be submitted to the next IEG meeting at the TPT-WG/31 scheduled for August 2008 in Peru.

3.
OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM THE IEG

3.1
It is recalled that during the TPT-WG/29, the IEG noted the following recommendations:

a)
IEG should request the APEC TPT-WG to identify points of contact from all transport modes, namely road, rail, maritime and aviation with responsibility for GNSS, within each Economy;

b)
IEG should note that it was suggested that GIT activities should be presented to the United Nations International Committee on GNSS (ICG) meeting to be held in Bangalore, India, in September 2007.  It is considered that an approval from the APEC TPT-WG is needed to report the GIT activities to the ICG;

c)
IEG should note that GIT recognizes that GIT should expand its activities to the area beyond transportation since GNSS technology may have positive impacts in non-transport sectors, such as precision farming, mapping, surveying, natural disaster prediction and response, and climate science; and

d)
IEG should note that in order to open a dialogue with other APEC WGs, especially in areas that beyond the realm of transportation, GIT considered that assistance from the APEC TPT-WG is needed.

3.2
In response to the particular recommendation c) above from the GIT, the IEG did not endorse this possible expansion of GIT activities since it was felt these activities would be beyond the mission of TPT WG.  However, it was agreed that the IEG would further consider (on an intersessional basis) other recommendations made by the GIT in its report to the IEG, and act on these recommendations in the next 60 days.
3.3
Current progress on the recommendations a), b) and d) above is noted as below:
a)
in order to identify points of contact from all transport modes, namely road, rail, maritime and aviation with responsibility for GNSS, within each Economy, coordination between the IEG Chair and the GIT Co-Chair is on going;
b)
the GIT Co-Chair encouraged its members to attend the UN ICG, and several APEC Economies attended while specific GIT activity was not reported; and
d)
GIT wishes to continue seeking assistance from the IEG to open a dialogue with other APEC WGs.

4.
ACTION BY THE IEG

4.1
The Intermodal and Intelligent Transport Systems Group (IEG) is:

a)
invited to note the activities of the GIT; and
b)
requested to encourage all Economies to participate in the “APEC GNSS Technological Innovation Summit” and the GIT/12 Meeting in May, including experts from all transport modes.
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