Report of 30/VSHG, Manila, 2008/04/14-15
1.
Outcome of 29/VSHG
Noted
: the Chairman’s summary of the discussions at 29/VSHG:
· there had been presentations on progress with the implementation of the ECE Regulations

· the group had agreed that VSHG was a good forum for sharing and resolving practical problems in implementing ECE Regulations

2.
Report on the work of WP29

Noted 
: the Chairman’s summary of 144/WP29


: the GTR on headrests had been passed after considerable discussion and with an agreement that further work was needed on some aspects of the regulation


: the text for the GTR on electronic stability control (ESC) would go to the June WP29

3.
Progress report on introduction of ECE Regulations
3.1
Report from Australia
Noted
: Australia’s progress report (Annex 1)

: Australia was now a signatory of the 1998 Agreement

: Australia had introduced a scheme for subsidizing the installation of seatbelts on school buses


: a motorcycle safety summit had been held in Canberra during the previous week and a report would be available to the Land Expert Group meeting in Peru

3.2
Report from Japan

Noted
: the presentation from Japan (Annex 2), including the study of the necessary elements for the certification system under the 1958 Agreement

: WP29 was working to make the worst case selection transparent

Agreed
: Australia would make a presentation on their certification system and how they dealt with worst case issues at the next meeting
3.3
Report from Philippines

Noted
: the report from the Philippines (Annex 3)

: there were problems for locally-produced, unique vehicles in relation to harmonization and the administration had had to devise a means of dealing with these vehicles

: the accession to the 1958 Agreement was targeted for 2008 and a committee was already studying which regulations to adopt
3.4
Report from Singapore

Noted
: Singapore hoped to be able to sign the 1958 Agreement by 2010
3.5
Thailand
Noted
: the Minister would approve the introduction of type approval according to the 1958 Agreement Regulations during 2008

4.
Regulation and Standard-setting

Noted
: Australia’s presentation on Regulation and Standard-setting, as well as the changes that they had made as a result of joining the UN regulation system (Annex 4)
5.
Technical discussions
5.1
1998 Agreement Programme

Noted
: the presentation from the USA (Annex 5)

: work on fuel quality had also started in GRPE, as this was increasingly important for the emissions regulations
Agreed
: Australia would prepare a presentation comparing the 1998 and 1958 Agreements for the next VSHG meeting
5.2
Motor coach crash test 

Noted
: the presentation from the USA (Annex 6)
5.3
Fuel-cell vehicles (FCV)

Noted
: Japan’s presentation on national and UN/ECE discussions (Annex 6)
5.4
The Australian Green Vehicle Guide
Noted
: the Australian presentation (Annex 7)

: future plans included an expansion to cover safety items, e.g. the NCAP scores, as well as purchase and running costs

: there was a difference in fuel consumption when all the systems on the vehicle were in use or, for example, if it was towing a trailer. This was covered in a general explanation section 


: manufacturers had not objected to the idea but had been concerned by the additional information required to enable the market models covered to be identified

: Japan had a similar system, linked to tax incentives

: Australian States determined the level of taxes and some of them gave tax incentives
5.5
Environmental performance in Russia
Noted
: the presentation from Russia (Annex 8)

6.
Future directions for VSHG

Noted
: the group found the subjects covered useful, in particular:

· reports on the work in WP29

· the economy progress reports on the introduction of ECE Regulations
· exchange of information on vehicle environmental strategies, as allocated by the LEG
· background information on technology issues

· as a new activity to have explanations on what changes were being proposed for the ECE Regulations and why

· reports on new items and problems arising in the Member economies which the group could discuss
· bench-marking of type approval systems
Agreed: for the next VSHG meeting:

· all economies would provide an update on their harmonization progress

· all economies would make a presentation on their type approval systems
· members would discuss seatbelts in school buses
· IMMA would prepare an Excel sheet for reporting progress with the adoption of the motorcycle regulations
